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INTRODUCTION, 



The cause of the bibls is the cause of God, kai the 
only noble cause of men. 

The individual who contributes anything to the more 
wide diffusion of the light which is from heaven^ among 
the inhabitants of the earthy promotes that cause, ele* 
yates the human character, and brings the world under 
obligation to him as a benefactor ; at the same time he 
adds a note to the anthem once sung by angels : ** Glory 
to God in the highest ! On earth peace ; good will to^ 
ward men.^ In order to do this, it is not indispensable 
that new truth .be discovered. The bible contains an 
entire and perfect theology ; and to take of the things of 
Christ and show them to men, is enough. This the 
Christian may do, as the instrument of the Holy Spirit. 

It is a no less noble or useful work to help a Chris- 
tian brother to clearer and brighter light, than to reflect 
the light on the darkness of unregenerated minds. The 
main design of this book is, to communicate important 
truths to scholars already in the school of Christ. 

The title of the work seems to limit the expectation * 
f of the reader to the single subject of baptism ; which) 
though it claims the serious regard of every Christian, 
borrows its principal value from the connexion in which 
it stands, with all the doctrines of our religion, and the 
prosperity of the church ; it being part of the revealed 



Digitized by 



Google 



Vr INTRODUCTION. 

vfUl of our great Lawgiver, and intended by Him, like 
every other part of his religion, for the helping of all 
the rest^ No man acquainted with the history of tEe 
church, can consider the subject of baptism an indiffe- 
rent subject. It is not treated as such, in practice^ by 
Christians of any denomination ; and it claims its doe 
share of attention among the important things of the 
kingdom of Christ. 

But it is due to the author of this book to remark, that 
he has done much in elucidating the great principle of ail 
reformation, viz. : " The bible isJthe only and the suffi* 
cient rule of faith and of practice.^ There have always 
been those who would either entirely discard this prin- 
ciple, or so modify it that reason might be exalted to a 
pre-eminence over Scripture. The same disposition is 
plainly discernible in our times and country. 

While the lovers of bible truth are faithAiUy striving 
to give it diffusion, there are men of high literary attain- 
ments, and some who stand up in the public view as 
]N:eachers of Christianity, who do not regard the Scrip- 
tures as ti'perfect and the onlj/ standard of religious opinions 
and moral practices. These hold the Scriptures loosely, 
and sometimes warn their hearers of a certain danger in 
submitting their opinions too implicitly to the the bible. 
The following language has recently been employed : 
** It is plain that his (Milton's) error was founded on his 
reverence for Scripture.*^ If there is any meaning in 
this language, it is that " reverence for Scripture*^ is dan- 
gerous. It will be seen that these Essays are written 
on a different principle ; and we blush not to say that , 
they uniformly exhibit the highest " reverence for Scrip- 
ture." Such, at least, is their claim. They claim to be 
tried by the Scripture before they are condemned ; and 
* Dr. Channing. 
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if they endure not this test, they " refuse not to die.** 
We believe that the time approaches when the Protes- 
tant maxim will universally prevail ; when it will be 
admitted that ** all Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable.** " I love thy commandments 
above gold, yea, above fine gold. Therefore I esteem all 
thy precepts concerning all things to be right ; and I 
hate EVERY fahe way.** 

The first of the following Essays will be read with 
interest by every Christian, whether his opinions on the 
subject of baptism accord with those <^ the author or not ; 
for it applies with equal propriety and force to every 
requirement of God. 

a p. a 

Bofftefi, Fehrmry, 1829. 
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PREFACE, 



Dear rbader : The substance of tbe following Es- 
says was originally delivered in three sermons, which 
were occasioned by the change of my views on the sub- 
ject of baptism. No sooner was the change publicly 
known, than two questions were naturally and frequent- 
ly asked, viz. : What arguments produced this change ? 
and what circumstances led to it now, rather than fot« 
merly ? The following Essays answer the first query ; 
and th^ circumstances which led me to investigate the 
subject nowj rather than fbrmerly, are briefly these : 

The reader is probably already informed that I was 
brought up in the Jewish faith until I was twenty-five 
years of age., Some time after I had made a public pro- 
fession of the Christian religion I was received a stu- 
dent in the Missionary Seminary, at Berlin, in Prussia. 
In 1801 1 went to England at the request of the London 
Missionary Society. A few months after my arrival in 
London the directors resolved that I should preach to 
the Jews. To prepare myself for that work, I was sent 
to their seminary, at Gosport^ under the care of the late 
venerable Dr. Bogue, Here I spent the four happiest 
years in my life. 

During this period my time was taken up with the 
investigation of the general doctrines of<' Christianity, 
and particularly the subjects of Controversy between 
Jews and Christians, Baptism was considered a sub- 
ject of comparatively little importance. In the doctor's 
MS. Theological Lectures the arguments in favour of 
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sprinkling and infant baptism are represented in a strong 
light, while those of the opposite party are but slightly 
mentioned. The view given of the subject as analogous 
to circumcision, and to the sprinkling of water and of 
blood, the Christian church to be a continuation of the 
Jewish church, was peculiarly pleasing to my natural 
attachment to Judaism, and prevented any farther inquiry 
into the truth of the statement 

The fact of my being a convert of the Jewish nation, 
together with my situation as a missionary or agent to 
promote the conversion of the Jews, has called me so 
often to travel and to preach, as to leave me but little or 
BO time for the study of any subjects besides those con- 
nected with my immediate labours. But that which had 
the most powerful influence to keep my conscience at 
rest on this subject was the idea so commonly advanced, 
that baptism is a mere ceremony, and, therefore, of no im- 
portance ; for having, as a Jew, been so long led astray 
by Jewish ceremonies, I paid no attention to the contro- 
versy on baptism till the occurrence of the following 
circumstance : 

At the christening of one of my children, together 
with others, the minister exhorted us to bring up our 
<^ children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord." 
This Scriptural, solemn, and affectionate exhortation was 
enforced by observing, " These children are now members 
of the church, adopted into the family ^of God, i^e." 
These declarations were forcibly impressed upon my 
mind, as if I had never heard them before. They ap- 
peared to me at that moment inconsistent with th^ 
doctrine of perseverance. I resolved, therefore, not to 
present another child of my own, nor to baptize the 
children of any others, before I had thoroughly investi- 
gated the subject. 
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Ever aAer, for more than two years, I introduced the 
subject in conversation with ministers in my irarels, 
almost in every place where I preached, for the purpose 
of obtaining information. The general notion, that the 
Christian church is a continuation of the Jewish church, 
illustrated by the olive tree and the parable of the tares 
and the wheat, formed peculiar difficulties in my mind, 
and I expressed them freely to my brethren, as some 
will doubtless remember. In June, 1827, the Lord 
blessed me with another child. Immediately my resolu- 
tion to investigate the subject of baptism before I could 
present another child, came to my recollection. Accor- 
dingly, I gave myself to reading, meditation, and prayer. 
After carefully comparing the best books on both sides 
of the question with the Word of God, 1 came to the 
full conviction that believers are the ofdy subjects of 
baptism, and that immersion is the only Scriptural mode, 
I now felt it my duty to obey the conamand of my Lord 
and Saviour, to be baptized, t. «., immersed. Therefore, 
without conferring with flesh and blood, or fearing the 
consequences, I proposed myself as a candidate to the 
Baptist church, in New York, under the pastoral care 
of the Rev. A, Maclay, by whom T was baptized on 
Lord's day, August 28, 1827. 

I was aware that the subject would excite much atten- 
tion ; that many of my best friends would be displeased, 
and others would not hesitate to ascribe my conduct to 
improper motives, especially to that of " filthy lucre." 
But surely, if such had been my motives, I not only 
acted most basely, but also most foolishly, in leaving the 
large, rich, and respectable bo4y of Presbyterians, among 
whom I have everywhere met with the greatest -hos- 
pitality and friendship, to join a denomination who are 
said *' to be- only the poor and despised among the peo- 
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pie," and who hare been eTerywhere spoken against, 
hated, and persecuted, often, even unto death. 

To whatever motives, however, my change may be 
ascribed by others, it is an unspeakable comfort to my 
own mind that I have done h as a solemn religious 
duty, and can cheerfully leave the consequences to my 
covenant God, whom I have the honour and privilege to 
serve in the gospel of Christ, *' who is over aU Grod bless- 
ed for ever.** 

I cannot omit mentioning in this place a circumstance 
which, considered by iUelf, might appear trifling, but, in 
its connexion, has become an important link in the chain. 
Among the books which I read, alluded to above, was 
the original work of the reverend and venerable Abraham 
Booth, " Pedobaptism Examined,^ These two volumes 
be himself presented to me in 1805, when I resided in 
Lotidon, a near neighbour to him, saying, " Accept these 
books as a token of respect, and read them at your 
leisure." I thankfully accepted the gift, and kept it 
<lfU'efully in memory of the ** man of God," whom I 
highly esteemed and venerated ; but I was totally igno- 
rant on this subject, and, therefore, could not value the 
rich treasure contained in these volumes, which lay on 
my shelf covered with dust for the space of twenty-two 
years. Now, while searehing for truth, I began to ex- 
amine this " Examination of Pedobaptism." Here I 
found the Scripture mode of baptism by immersion, and 
believers the only subjects, demonstrated and proved, 
and all objections answered, in such a masterly manner, 
that I am firmly persuaded these books never can be 
refuted. It is with peculiar pleasure I take this oppor- 
tunity of acknowledging myself a debtor to these volumes 
for much aid in my investigations, and for many of the 
testimonies from the writings of the most pious and 
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learned Pedobaptista contained in the following pages. 
Soon after I had preached on the aobject of baptiaiSi 
the aermona were repeatedly requeated for publication. 
While preparing them for the preaa, I received aereral 
books in favour of Pedobaptiam from tome of my Prea* 
byterian friends^ for which I now publicly thank them. 
These treetiaes I have read citfefuUy, and I do moat 
aincerely declare that they have aerved only to establiah 
me more firmly in my nc^w views on the subject of bap- 
tism. This circumstance will account for the enlarge- 
ment of the work^ and for the delay of its poblicattonf 
and has occasioned its present form. By almost every 
author I read, the ground on which infant baptism had 
been placed by a former author was overturned or de- 
clared untenable, and a new foundation laid. Every new 
opinion I met with on this si|ie of the question I weigh- 
ed in the balance of the sanctuary, and found it wanting. 

The perusal of Dr. L. Wood's Lectures in particular 
convinced me of the importance of adding the^r^ Essay 
to the original matter. Dr. W.y in the beginning of hi» 
work, page. 11, declares : " It is a plain case that there 
is no express precept respecting infant baptism in our 
sacred writings. The proof, then, that infant baptism is 
a divine institution, must be made out in another way." 
A want of attention to the nature and obligation «f a 
positive institution of God has left many to take unwar- 
ranted liberties in altering the mode of administering the 
ordinance, and the qualifications of its subjects ; and 
others to neglect it altogether, as a matter perfectly 
indifferent. 

The soleihn charge brought against the pious and 
venerable Mr. Booths that " in his quotations he had 
misrepresented the sense of the authors,'' has led me to 
examine and compare every quotation with the original 
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work, as far aa it waa in my power ; and I am hs,ppy 
to aay hia faitfafulneas in quoUng tbem is eqoal to hia 
good judgment and unparalleled industry in aelecting 
and collecting them. This of course required some 
time, and is another cause of the delay of this book. 
Although these .Essays may afford but little mw informa- 
tion to thoae who have already examined the subject 
thoroughly, yet they are considered by competent judges 
as calculated to remove prejudices, to diffuse the truth 
as it is in Jesus, and to put away human inventions from 
God's holy worship. Notwithstanding the variety of 
excellent and useful treatises already before the public, 
yet some are too short to meet every objection, and 
others are too large and expensive for general uaefulness. 
In the present work a proper medium has been aimed 
at, and the public will be able to judge how far the 
author has beeii successful. 

To avoid every expression in the least^ calculated to 
give offence, haa been my desire and care ; but, aa per- 
fection cannot be expected in thirlife, I hope the reader 
will ascribe every failure in this particular to inattention 
rather than design. The reader, and especially the 
reviewer, will please to remember that the author is a 
foreigtier, and does not profess to be a master of the 
English language. A sense of his deficiencies in this 
respect would certainly have prevented him from thus 
appearing before the public ; but the persuasion of his 
friends, a conviction of duty " to give a reason " for his 
conduct, and a desire to be useful to others, have pre- 
vailed with him to publish these Essays. Should this 
humble attempt prove a blessing to the reader, the glory 
shall be to Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, world 
without end. Amen. 
Newark, February, 1820. 
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PREFACE 

TO THE SECOND EDITlbN. 



The rapid sale of the former edition, the encomiums 
ef reviewers, and the frequent calls for the work, have 
encouraged the author to revise and publish this edition. 

Among the many publications on baptism, the author 
has met with comparatively few of a practical nature. 
He has, therefore, added the sixth Essay. 

The contents of the work are given at full length, to 
facilitate a reference to the differ^t parts. 

That the work may prove an extensive and lasting 
blessing to every reader, and greatly promote the glory 
of Jehovah, is the most sincere prayer of 

The Author. 

Newark^ N. J., Fehruofry, 1830. 
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PREFACE 

TO THE PRESENT EDITION. 



In sending forth the fiffh editkm of these Essa^rs, the 
author would simply notice : 

That, the work haTing been out of print for several 
years, and repeated inquiries haring been made for it, 
be consented at last to reprint it. 

Having travelled extensively, the author has had 
many opportunities of hearing objections, both new and 
oldy in justifieation of their neglect of ** Scripture bap- 
tism ;" these excuses* and objections the author ha» 
carefully examined and refuted, which has greatly 
enlarged the wi^k. 

He has also added a seventh Essay, containing much 
information respecting the future prospects of the Jews. 

To facilitate a reference to any part of the work, the 
present edition is furnished with a full contents of the 
subjects, and an index of quotations from authors, and 
references to passages of Scripture. 

That the Holy Spirit may enable the reader to receive 
ike truth contained in this work with meekness and 
with love, is the prayer of 

The Avthor« 
New York, Marchf 1843. 
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ESSAYS ON BAPTISM. 



ESSAY I. 

Generai Ohs^rvati<ms on Positive Laws or InsUtutims. 

1. The nature of a positive law essentially differs 
from that of a moral law. The matter of a moral law, 
whether it he of the nature of a requirement or of a pro- 
hibition, commends itself as holy, just) and good, alhd 
must, therefore, be unchangeable, and of perpetual obli- 
gation ; but a positive law, w)iether to do or to omit, has 
nothing cipher of good or evil in itself, and ie binding 
only by virtue of its being enacted ; and, therefore, may 
be^ changed at the will and pleasure of the lawgiver. 
Thus the moral law contained in the ten commandments> 
written by the finger of Jehovah on two tables of stone, 
and comprised by our Lord and Saviour in two com- . 
mandments or constitutional principles, viz., love to God ' 
and love to men, is so reasonable and so necessary that . 
heathen philosophers, who had never been favoured with 
the light of Divine Revelation, taught and enforced the 
dbservance of many of the duties enjoined in it. Rom. 

* The fourth commandmeiit, to far as it relates to the particular 
daj of the week, and the part of time te be devoted to the worship 
of God, w of the natareof a positive institution, and was, therefore, 
liable to be changed by the Institutor ; but the keeping of*wam 
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Positive Iftwt are sncb as tbe piolnbitioii from eating 
of the tree of the knowledge of goed and evil ; or the 
eommattd to sprinkle the blood of th^ passoTer lamb 
on the door-posts. It is obyioas that Adam's eating or 
not eating of that tree might have been a thing as 
indifferent to good or eril as the eating or not eding of 
any other tree in the garden ; but, because Ood had 
positively forbidden it, the eating of it became a crime, 
the awful consequences of which are felt to the present 
day. In like manner, the mere sprinkling of blood on 
the door-posts, or the omission of it, had nothing good or 
bad in itself; but if tbe IsraeMtes had neglected the 
doing of it in that night in which Jehoyah had positiyely 
required it, their omission would have been criminal, and 
their '' first-bom ''would have been exposed to the sword 
of the destroying augel. The same distinction 13 eyideiit 
m tbe two laws grren to Moses on Mount Sinai ; the 
moral law and the ceremonial law. The former is of 
perpetual obligation upon all rational beings. Men were 
as much bound to love God and their neighbour before 
that law was engraven upon the tables of stone, as after- 
ward. But the ceremonial law was binding on the chil- 
dren of Israel exclusively, and that only during a certain 
period ; for there was no intrinsic value in it. Hence 
God himself testifies that ** these statutes were not good,*^ 
i. e., there was no good in themselves, only as they were 
to answer a certain end ; and» when that end was accom- 
plished, their observance was no more needed than 
before their appointment. Tbia brief statement we 
think sufficient to justify our next observation, viz. : 

time holj, or tbe dqty of worehipping tlie Creatmr, is of a moiml 
nature, and is, therefore, unchangeable and perpetually obiigatoiy. 
The first day of the week, or the Lord*e day, biu been eubetitnled 
>; him for the uvwth day. 
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3. Tiiftt the oUigation to obey a poiitiye ia«r arises 
solely from tile authority of the lawgiyer. 

Otir obiigation to obedience arises not from the natare 
of the law, but from the awihority and wiU of the legris* 
faitor. If Ood oommands a thing whteh was before 
indifiereni, it is as much a law as if it were ever so good 
in its own nature. As soon as we are satisfied that an 
institution is divine, it isiour duty to observe it, although 
we may not see its necessity or utility. The command 
to Abraham to sacrifice his son was a positive order, 
and a very strange one too ; seemingly opposite to some 
moral orders given out before; and yet his disposition 
to obey, when he was sure of a divine warrant in the 
ease, has placed htm at the head of all the believing 
worid ; as hero of faith, the father of the faithful,- and 
the fiiend of Qod. 

'' Moral precepts," says the learned Bithop Butler^ 
^ are precepts, the reason of which we see ; positive pre- 
cepts are precepts, the reason of which we do not see. 
Morld dtaties arise out of the nature of the case itself 
prior to eictemal command ; positive duties do not arise 
out of the nature of the case, but from external command ; 
nor would they be duties at all, were it not for such: 
oojoomand, received from Him, whose creature^ and 
subjects we are." Analogy of Religion^ Part 2, ch. I, 

The pious Jonathan Edwards, whose praise is in all 
the. churches, justly observes : " Positive precepts are 
the greatest and most proper trial of obedience ; because 
in them the mere authority and will of the legislator is 
the sole ground of the obligation, and nothing in the 
nature of the things themselves ; and, therefore, they 
are ike greatest' trial of any person's . respect to that 
authority and wilL" Sermons, p. 232. Sermons on 
Imp. StA.9 p. **i 
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The. words of Dr. Sherlock shall close this obserta- 
tipn: "What is matter of institution depends wholly 
ttpon the divbe will aind pleasure ; and, though all men 
win grant that God ajad Christ have always great reason 
for th6ir institutions, yet it is not the reason, but the 
authority^ which makes the institution. Though we da 
not understand the reasons of the institution, if we see 
the command, we must obey ; and though we could faiicy 
a great many reasons why there should be such an 
institution, if no such institution appear, we are free, and 
might not to bekeve there is such an instttution because we 
think there, are reasons assigned why it should beJJ 
Presefv, against Pop., Title 9, p. 419. 

3. The i^tw oi the institution is the only rule of obe- 
dience. From the preceding observations it is evident 
that positive institutions in religion derive their whole 
being from the sovereign pleasure of God, an() that his 
pleasure can be known only from his r&oealed will. It 
follows, therefore, that we cannot know anything' about 
the precise ftature, the true design, the proper objects of 
them, or the right mode of their administration, farther 
than the Scriptuies teach, either in plain, positive pre* 
cepts, or by clear example. For, as Dr, Goodwin ob- 
serves: "There is this difference between doctrinal 
truths and institutions, that one truth may be, by reason, 
better fetched out of another, and morei safel3rand easily, 
than institutions. For one truth begets another, and 
truth is infinite in the eonseqaenfies of it; but so institu- 
tions are not'' Works, vol. 4. Government ef the 
Church of Christ, ch. 4, p. 21. 

Moral duty may be i»BOved by illation ; for a. genuine 
inference from a moral prineiplCf rdatiug to things of a 
moral nature, has all the certainty of the principle itself; 
and it is a just observation of Dr. Beliamtfi that "the 
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inspired writings of the Old Testament consider these 
two naaxims, that tpe must love God with all our hearts^ 
and our neighbour as ourselves^ as first and fundamental 
principles : and all the various duties which they urge 
respecting God or our fellow-men are but so many infer- 
ences and deductions from them." True Religion Deline* 
ated, p. 143 i But, when positive duties are under our 
notice; when either the manner of performing thpse 
duties^ or the proper subject of ^em is before us, the case 
is greatly altered. For, the inquiry being entirely into 
the. sovereign pleasure of God, concerning an article of 
human duty, which absolutely depends oA a manifesta- 
tion of the divine will, the nature of the ease forbids our 
expecting any intelligence relating to it, except that 
which arises from divine precept or Scriptural pre- 
cedeht. - 

i How strong and just is the language of Dr. Sherlock 
Urthe present purpose : *' I would not be thought wholly 
to reject a plain and evident consequence from Scrip- 
ture ; but yet I will nether admit of a mere consequence 
to prove an institution, which must be delivered in plain 
termSy as all laws ought to be ; and, where I have no 
other proof but some Scripture consequences, I shall not 
think it equivalent to a Seripdire proof. If the conse- 
quence be plain and obvious, and such as every man 
sees, I shall not question il : but remote, and dubious, 
and disputed consequences, if we have no better evi- 
dence, Co be sure, are a i^ery ill foundation (or articles of 
£uth or ordinances of worship/ Let a Protestant, then, 
tell such dispptaats that, for the institution of sacra- 
ments and foK articles of faith, he expects plain, positive 
proofs : that, 83 much as the Protestant faidi is charged 
with uncertainty, we desire, a little more certainty for 
our faith than mere inferences from Scripture, and 
3» 
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those none of die plainest neither." Present, against 
Pop., voL 2. Appendix, p. 23. 

On this princij^e all Protestants proceed, when con* 
tending with Roman Catholics aboiit their claims of pre- 
rogatives and their numerous rites, viz., that nothing ^ort 
of an explicit grant, a positive command, or a pUtin ez« 
ample in the New .Testament can prove their divine 
origin. Instances might be multiplied ; a few shall be 
given hereafter. In like manner do Non-conformista 
demand of Episcopalians, saying — " Produce your war^ 
rant for this, that, and the other from our erdy rule of 
faitU and practice^a divitte precept or an apostolic examph 
relating to the point in dispute." So, when Muses was 
directed to make the Tabernacle, nothing was left to his 
wisdom, prudence^ or judgment ; but " see, saith the 
I^ord, that thou make all things according to the pattern 
shewed to thee in the mount.'' Heb. 8:5.. Nor does 
it appear from the records of the Old Testament that, 
when Jehovah ap^inted any branch of ritual worship, 
he leA either the subjects of it or the mode of adminis« 
tration to be inferred by the people from the relation 
in which they stood to himself. Or from generd moral 
precepts, or from any branch of his moral worship, nor 
yet from any other ^rtW-knovrn positive rite ; but he gave 
them ^pecior directions relating to the very case ; and 
those directions they were bound to regard, whether they 
appeared in a pleasing or a painful b'ght. I shall close 
this observation in the words of the' pious and learned 
Bishop Taylor : " All positive precepts, that depend on 
the mere will of the lawgiver, admit no degrees nor sup- 
pletoty and commutation ; because in such laws we see 
nothing beyond the words of the law, and the first meaur 
ing, and the named instance ; and, therefore, it is that in 
individuo which God points at ; it is that in which he 
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will make the trial of oar obedience ; it is thiit ia which 
lie will 80 perfectly be obeyed, ^bat he will not be dis- 
puted with nor inquired of uiAy and how^ but just accord^ 
ing to the meaisures there set down : Soy and no mort^ 
a9id ne Us9, and no otherwise, F<Mr, when the will of the 
lawgiver he aUthe reason^ the first instance of the law 
is all the measures^ and there can be no product but what 
is Just set dowa. No parity of reason can infer any« 
thing else; because there is no reason but the will of 
God« to which nothing can be equal, because his will 
can be but one." Ductor Dub., B. 2, ch. 3, ^ 18. 

4. The law of a positiye institution must be so plain 
and expUeit as to stand in no need of any other assis« 
tance to understand it but the mere letter of the law. A» 
a rule must be straight, not bedt nor crooked, if we would 
draw direct lines by it, so must laws be plain, and ex-* 
pressed in words whose signification is well understood, 
for they are for the direction of the common people as 
well as for the learned. They must be as the words of 
a father to his family. Hence oilr Pedobaptist brethren, 
in their arguments against, popish traditions and super* 
stitions, consider it not only necessary that a positive 
law should be phin, but nothing less than blasphemy to 
suppose that either Christ or his apostles delivered ^their 
mind in words or expressions that are ambiguous, or 
cannot easily be understood. I will not multiply quota- 
tions, but select only « few. 

** The term institution^^ says Dr. Goodman^ *^ implies 
a setting up de noiio, or the appointing that to become a 
duty which was not knowabie ; or at least, not knoWn 
to be so before it became so appointed. For this word 
institntimi is that which we use to express a positive 
command by, in opposition to that which is moral in 
the strictest sense and of natural obligation. Now, it is 
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rery evident that all things of this nature ought to be 
appointed very plainly and expressly, or else they can 
carry no obligation with them : for, seeing the whole 
reason of their becoming matter of law or duty, lies in 
the will of the legislator ; if that benot jp/aMy discorer- 
ed, they cannot be said to be instituted, and so there can 
be no obligation to obserye them ; because, where there 
is no latDf there can be no transgression ; and a law is 
no law, in effect^ which is not sufficiently promulgated." 
Preserv. against Pop., Title 8, p. 7. 

Baron Montesquieu observes : " The style (of laws) 
should be plain and sifi^le-r-si direct expression being 
always better understood than in indirect one ; it is an 
essential article, that the words of the laws^ should (be 
adapted to) excite in everybody the same ideas. The 
laws ought not to be subtile ; they are designed for people 
of common understanding, not as an art of logic^ but ks 
the plain reason of a father to a family." Spirit of Laws^ 
B. 29, ch. 16. 

Mr. Benjamin Bennei : '* Tis a reproach to the Law- 
giver, blasphemy against him, to suf^se that any of his 
upright; sincere subjects cannot find out the meaning of 
his laws, with all their care and diligence, even in the 
necessary essential points of their faith and obedience." 
Irenicum, p. 60. 

Mr. Bradbury : " The words (of our Lord, Matt. 
28; 19) ought to be taken in their plain and natural 
sense, because they are a lasting form to the end of time. 
For Christ to give us expressions that people cannot 
understand would be only to abuse them. 'Tis uq worthy 
of Him who is the light of the world, ux whose mouth 
there was no guile. (3uch) is the plain and natural 
sense of the words ; and, therefore, to twine and torture 
them with Qonjectures and maybes, is making Christ not 
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a teacher, but a barbarian^ by not uttenhg w<Mrds that 
are easy to be understood.** Dut$f and Doct. of Bapt,^ 
pp.150, 173. 

Bishop Taifl&r remarks : *' {t is certain God put im> 
disguises upon his own commandments, and the words 
are meant plainly and heartily ; apd the farther you re- 
move from ihea first sense, th^ more you have lost the 
purpose of your rule." DuetarDubitantt B. 1 , eh. 1 , p. 26. 

From the preceding observations we make the follow* 
ing remark : 

5^ Noni^ but the. Lawgiver himself has a right to 
alter a positive institution. Nothing is more common 
than for Prohstant Pedobaptists to urge the necessity of 
adhering, strictly adhering, to the original institution in 
administering the holy Supper ; and which is common to 
every positive institution of true religion, thei^ absurdity 
and iniquity of departing from it, on account of any sup* 
posed inconvenience. Thus Dr. <S. Clarke : '' In things 
of external appointment and mere positive institutions, 
where we cannot, as in matters of natural and moral 
duty, aj^ue concerning the natural reason and ground ^of 
the obligation, and the original necessity of the thing 
itself, we have nothing to do but to obey the positive 
command. God is infinitely better able than we to judge 
of the propriety and usefulness of the things he insti* 
tuteSy and it becomes us to obey with humility and 
^reverence." Expos. Church Cat,, p. 305. 

*' The command of Christ," says the judicious Tur- 
rettin, ** ought , not to be Violated under any pretence 
whatever ; and in what way soever the thing signified 
may be received, the sign appointed by Christ is always 
to be retained.? IhsHtut, Loe,^ 19. Queest., 25, ^ 23. 

The learned Mr, Heidegger observes : " There is in 
the church no more power of changing the rites of the 
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sacraments appointed by Christ than there is power of 
changing his word or law. For, as his word contains a 
sign audible, so those rites contain a visible sign of his 
divine will.*' See Dr. Db Veil on Acts 8 : 38, 

" AU reasoiMng upon this head," says Bishop Burnet^ 
*' is an arguincr against the institution ; as if Christ and 
his apostles had not well enough considered it, but that 
twelve hundred years after them a consequence should 
be -observed that till then had not been thought of, which 
made it reasonable to alter the manner of it. He who 
instituted it knew best what was most fitting 4ind most 
reasouable ; and we must chopse rather to acquiesce in 
his commands than in our own reasonings." Eatpos,^ 
39 Art., p. 436. 

Buddeus declares ^ " God had the wisest reasons why 
he would have an apointment administered in this or the 
other manner. It is not lawful, therefore, for , men to 
alter anything, or to mutilate the appointment. Thus the 
sacraments are to be used, not according to our own 
pleasure, but in the manner appointed by God." Instp* 
tut. Tkeol Moral, p. 1, ch. 5^>^ 1 8 ; p^ 2, ch. 2, ^ 50. Ger- 
hardus says : '* Seeing that a sacrament depends entirely 
on the appointment of God, when we do not what God 
has appointed, it certainly will not be a sacrament." 
Lee. Theol., tom. 4, de Sacram., ^ 52. 

6. Nothing must be added to or taken from a posi- 
tive institution. This remark is abundantly confirmed, 
by oiir Pedobaptist brethren. We are repeatedly told 
that no man, nor council of men, has a right to add any^ 
thing to the ai)p9^Lnted worship of God ; fqr the Lord 
Jesus Christ is very jealous of his honour. Thus the 
great and pious Dr, Owen ; " Thal^ prin<;iple, that ih§ 
ehurch hath power to institute and appoint any thing or 
ceremony belonging to the worship of God, either as to 
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matter or to manner, beyond the orderly observance of 
such circumstances as necessarily attend such ordi* 
nances as Ghrist himself has instituted, lies at the bot- 
tom of all the .horrible superstition and wars that have 
for so long a season spread themselves ov^r the face of 
the Christian ^orld ; and it fs the design of a great part 
of. the Revelation (of John) to make a discovery of this 
tenth." Commun. with God, P. 2, ch. 5, p. 169. 

Memorable are the words o( Arch. Hall : ** God will 
bless nothing but his own institutions. The inventions 
of men, in serving God, are as unprofitable as they are 
wicked and presumptuous. Deut. 12: 31, 32. We 
cannot think God will honour the inventions of men, 
however they may be digniHed with the spacious names 
of useful^ decent^ agreeahh, or prudent contrivances ; yet, 
if they are an addition to his system, will he not say, 
who has required these things at your hands ?" View 
of Gospel Church, pp. 33, 82. Another learned Pedo* 
baptist, writing against popery, justly observes : " We 
deny that there are any accidental parts of instituted 
worship ; fof, if instituted, (i. e., commanded by Christ,) 
it cannot be accidental^ (i. e., left to our liberty, as what 
may or may not be done without sin ;) if accidental, it 
may be a part of something else ; but of the instituted 
worship of Christ it cannot be^ Circumstances of wor* 
ship (as such) undetermined by the Lord, to be appoint* 
ed by men, we deny. These circumstances are such 
as, without which the worship is perfect, or it is not. 
If the/r«^, we need them not ; they are vain, fruitless, 
we having without them a perfect worship. If the 
second, the worship God has commanded, as it comes 
out of his hands, without human additaments,. is imper- 
fect ; but this is little less than blasphemy. To assert 
it is lawful to conform to any part of instituted worship 
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without warrant from t^e Scripture, reflects aadlj upon 
the wisdom and faithfulness of Christ For either he 
was not wise enough to forsee that such a part of wot* 
ship was or would be requisite, or had not fafdifulness 
6nough to reveal it ; though the Scripture compares him 
to Moses for faithfulness, who revealed the whole will 
of God, to the making of a pin in the Tabemacle^^' 
Jerubbaaly ch« 2, p. 154. Our next remark, arising 
from the preceding ohservations, is, 

7. That it is highly criminal to neglect or slight a 
positive institution. 

This is strenuously maintained by our Pedobaptist 
brethren. Thus the pious Bishop Taylor : *< The posi- 
tive laws of Jesus Christ cannot be dispensed with by any 
human power : all laws given by Christ are now made 
for ever to be Obligatory." Ductor Dub,, B. 2, ch. 3, p. 
334. Dr, Waterland, the great champion for truth, 
saith : " Positive duties stand upon moral foot ; to obey 
God in whatsoever he commands is the first moral law, 
and ike fundamental principle of all morality. The rea- 
son of Ihings, and the relation we bear to God, require 
that God should be obeyed in matters otherwise indiffer^ 
ent ; and such bbedience is morale and the opposite dis- 
obedience imfnoral: positives^ therefore, while under 
precept, cannot be slighted without slighting morals bIso. 
In short, positive laws, as soon as enacted, become part 
of moral law ; because, as I said, universal obediencer 
to God's commands is the^rst moral kw into which all 
laws resolve. Whenever positive duties are so per- 
formed as to become true obedience, they are as valua- 
ble in God's sight as any moral performances whatever, 
because obeying God's voice is all in all. Obedience 
was the thing insisted upon with Adam, with Abraham, 
with Saul, and with many ^others, in positive instances ^ 
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aad God laid as great a stress upon obedience there as in 
any moral instance whatever. To conclude, then, motal 
performances without the. obedience of the heatt are 
nothing ; and posiure performances without the like 
obedience are nothing ; but the sincere obeying of God's 
voice in both is true religion and true morality.*' Scrip* 
ture Vindicated, Part 3, pp. 37, 71. 

The just reasoning of Mr, WadstDorth on the Lord's 
Supper applies with, equal force to any other positive 
institution. '* Some may say," he observes, *' svare God 
wiU not be so much concerned with a failure in so small 
a punctilio as a ceremony. True, it (the Lord's Supper) 
is a ceremony, but it is such a one that beareth the stamp 
of the authority Of the Lord Jesus. If he appoints it, 
will you slight it, and say it is hut a ceremony ? It is 
but a ceremony ; but you are greatly mistaken if you 
think that, therefore, there is no danger to neglect it. 
What was the tree of knowledge of good and evil but a 
cerempny ? Yet for disobedience in eating thereof do 
you not know and feel what wrath it hath brought on the 
whole race of mankind ? And tell me, was circumcisioa 
any more than a ceremony ? Yet it had almost cost 
Moses his life for neglecting to circumcise his son ; for 
the angel stood xeiAy with his sword to slay him, if he 
had not prevented it by his obedience. Exod. 4 : 24, 
26. So for the Lord's Supper, as much a ceremony as 
it is 4 yet, for the abuse of it, some of the church (at Co- 
rinth) were sick and weak, others fell asleep, i. e., died : 
and if God did so severely punish tbe abuse, how think 
ye to escape, that presumptuously neglect the use there- 
of ? But I am regenerate and become a new creature ; 
I do not fear that God will cast me away for the disuse 
of a ceremony. 

** Is this 'the reasoning of one. regenerate ? Surely 
4 
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ihoa dosi not imdentiaid whmt regtnentioa meaadtb. 
Is it not the same wkh being horn of God f And what 
IS it to be obedient! o the Father but to do as he com« 
mandeth ? And has he not conmanded 70a, by his Son, 
to remember yonr Saviour in this Snpper ? When 700 
have considered this, then tell me what yon think of this 
kind of reasoning: lama child of God ;■ tkoreforg I will 
presume to disobey Mm. He bids me remember Jesius in 
this S^ppeff and I will not. Meihinks thoQ blushes at 
the very mentioning of it.' And what if he should not 
cast thee quite off for this neglect ? yet thon hast no 
reason to think but that either outwardly or inwardly, 
or both, he will scourge thee for this sin before thou 
diest ." Supplem, to Mom. Exert., Cripplegate, p. 243. 
I will add but one testimony more. 

Dr. Gerard retoons thus : ** A total disregard to the 
positive and external duties of religion, or a very great 
neglect o( them, is justly reckoned more blameable, and 
a stronger evidence of an unprincipled character, than 
even some transgressions of moral obligation. Even 
particular positive precepts, as soon as they are given 
by God, have something moral in their nature . Suppose 
tl^e rites which are enjoined by them perfectly indiffer- 
ent before they were enjoined ; yet from that moment 
they cease to be indifferent. The divine authority is 
interposed for the observance of them. To neglect them 
is no longer to forbear an indifferent action ; or to do a 
thing in one way rather than another, which has natu- 
xally^no greater propriety : it is very different ; it is to 
disobey God ; it is to despise hi^ authority ; it is to 
resist his will. Can any man believe a God, and not 
acknowledge that disobedience to him and contempt of 
his authority is immoral, and far from the least heinous 
species of immortality ?" Sermons, vol. 1, p. 312. 
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8. Nor willftwilfulorTolimtarjigBiffanceiallieleast 
^iminiBli the crime of aef^ecting a positive ineiitutioa. 
** The cnmiaal cause,** says the eloquent and profoimi 
Dr. Grosvenar^ " of aot seeing the evidence of such 
appointments are».ia this case, as in many other cases, 
non-inquiry, lasiness, prejudice, lust, pride, and passion. 
That an ignorance owing to these causes cannot he 
j^eaded for a ne^ect of any of God's appointments, is 
so much the general sense of aU casuists, that I shall 
only add here that it is at «o#ry man^speriikow he comes 
mettoknawtkewiUofOod^asweUdsnottodQit.: We 
Bust look to it how we came hot to see the appointment, 
and must answer that to God and our own conscience. 
It is not enoiigh to say, Lard^ I did noi know it was 
tqtpointed ; when the answer may justly be, You nooer 
inquired into the nuUter ; you never oUowed fourself to 
think of it ; or^ tf you Od^ you reoehed in your mind tht$ 
you would not b» €onvine0d. You mode the most of every 
emvilf but never minded the sotution to any of your ohjee^ 
tions.'' Moral obligation to the positive oppointmentsm 
religion. •> , 

• 9. Dear reader, I hare now, in as brief a manner as 
possible, aud rather in the very words of our Pedobap- 
tist brethren than in any other wajT, stated the difference 
between the nature of a positive and a moral law ; and 
shown that the outhority of the lawgiver is the sole 
ground, and the words pi the institution the #a/y rule, 
of our obedience ; and tbat thenee it follows that the 
rule or words of the institution must be plain, dear, and 
explicit. I have interspersed a few remarks, and shall 
now sum up the whole in the few propoeitions of that 
dispassionate and powerful reasoaer^ Bishop Hofxdly, a 
zealous Pedobaptist. 

I. "* The partaking of tha Lord'a^upper " (and which 
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is equally applicable to the ordinance of baptism) ^ is 
not a doty of itself, nor a duty apparent to us frpm the 
nature of things ; but a duty made such to Christians by 
the positive institution of Jesus Christ. 

IL " AU positive duties, or duties made such by ia- 
stitutioi^ alone, depend entirely on the will and dedara- 
tion of the person who institutes or ordains them, with 
respect to the real design and end of them, and, conse- 
quently, to the duiB manner of performing them. For, 
there being no other foundation for them "vfith regard to 
us, but the will of the institutor, this will must, of neces* 
aity, be our sole direction, both as to our understanding 
their true intent, and practising them aceordingly ; be- 
cause we can have no other direction in this sort of duties, 
unless we will have recourse to mere invention, which 
makes them our aum institutions, and not the institutions 
of those who first appointed them. 

Ill; <* It is plain, therefore, that th^ nature,4he design, 
and the due manner of the Lord's Su{^r must, of neces- 
sity, depend upon what Jesus Christ, who instituted tt^ 
hath declared about it. 

IV. ^' It cannot be doubted that he himself sufficient- 
ly declared to his first and im9iediate fcAowers the 
whole of what he designed should be understood by it 
or implied in it. For, this being a positive institutioii, 
depending entirely upon his will, and. not. designed to 
contain anything in it but what he hims^ should please 
to aiffix to it^ it must follow that he declared his mind 
aboiat it JuUy and plainly ; because, otherwise, be must 
be supposed to institute a dutjr of which no <me could 
havie any notion without his institution ; and at the same 
time not to iniBtmct his followers sufficiently what that 
duty was to be. 

y . '' It is of small impedance, therefore, to Christiana 
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to know what the many writen upon this subject, since 
the time of the eTttngelists and i^stles, have affirm* 
ed ; much lesa can it be the duty of Chri&tifma to be 
guided by what any persons^ by their own authority or 
from their own imaginationa, ma3r^t6ach conceming thit 
duty. The reason is plain ^because) in the matter of 
an instituted duty^ (or a duty made so by the positive will 
of any person,) no one can be a judge but the instituto^ 
himself of what he designed should be contained in it ; 
and because, supposing him not to have spoken his mind 
plainly about it, it is impossible that any other person 
(to whom the institutor himself never revealed his de- 
sign) should miake up that defect. All that is added, « 
therefore, to Christ's institution as a necessary part of 
it, ought to be esteemed only as the invention of thos* 
who add to it ; and the more there is added, (let it be 
done with never, so much 8<demnity and never so great 
pretences to authority,) the less there is remaining of 
the simplicity of the institution as Christ himself left it. 

YI. '* The passages in the New Testament which 
relate to this duty, and they alone, are the original wo* 
counts of the nature and end of this institution ;f and the 
only authentic declarations upon which we of later ages 
can safely depend.*^ Works, voL*^, p. 845, &c. 

10. I have now finished the first Essay on Baptism. 
The reader will probably say, and what' has it to do with 
baptism? The subject is scarcely mentioned in it. 
True ; neither may the building be seen as yet, although 
the foundation may have been laid with much care, la* 
bour, and expense. . Still it is the foundation which sup* 
ports the whole structure. The principles contained in 
this Essay are the foundation of the following Essays. 
And as these principles are recognised by the most 
eminent Protestant authors as legitimate, and used by 
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them as the most successfnl weapons in exploding the 
SBperstilions of popery^they will be revered by their 
successors. I shall, therefore, frequently refer to the 
obserirations and remarks of this Essay, and the reader 
is affeetionately desired to ke^ them in mind; and may 
the Great Head of the church write them upon our hearts, 
and make them the rule in all our religious exercises, 
until we shall worship him in the heavenly Jerusalem 
in the beauty of holiness. 



ESSAY II. 
Believers the only Subjects of Baptism, 

Dear reader : The object of this second Essay is 
to show that infants are not proper subjects of baptism. 

This, I belieye, will appear evident from the follow- 
ing considerations: Every religious observance, not 
sanctioned by divine precept or Scripture example, is 
unlawful, and displeasing to God. Sacred Scripture 
affords neither-precept nor example for infant baptism ; 
therefore infant baptism is unlawful, and displeasing 
to God. 

1. With respect to the first proposition, viz., that 
every religious observance, not sanctioned by divine pre- 
cept or Scripture example, is unlawful, and displeasing 
to God, few of my readers, except Roman Catholics, I 
suppose, will have any objection. That the sacred 
Scriptures are the only, rule of doctrine and worshipi, 
was the grand principle of the reformation : and Pro- 
testants of all denominations have, in theory, adopted 
the just and excellent maxim, ** The bible only is the 
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religion ofProtestan$s,^ in addition to what lias already 
been stated in the preceding Essay, p, 35, 1 will quote 
from a few more of our learned and pious Pedobaptist 
divines. Dr. Owen has assured us " That divine 
revelation is the only foundation, the only rule, and the 
only law of all religious worship that is pleasing to God 
or accepted by him :" and that, " when once a person 
maintains it allowable to pass over the limits- of the 
divine command, there is nothing to hinder him from 
running the most extravagant length." Theol., L. 4, Dig. 
3, ^ 8. L. 5, ch. 15, 4 2. Exp. Heb., vol. 2, pp. 68, 133. 

Bishop Hapkm says : " We ought not to worship God 
with any other external worship than what himself has 
commanded and appointed us in His Holy Word. The 
Scripture has set us our bounds for worship, to which 
we must not add, and from which we ought not to di- 
minish ; for whosoever does either the one or the other, 
must needs accuse the rule, either in defect of things 
necessary orof superflinty in things unnecessary; wliich 
is a high affront to the wisdom of God, Who, as He is 
the object, so is He the prescriber of all that worship 
which he will accept and reward." Works^ p. 107. 

Another learned Pedobaptist informs us " That no- 
thing is lawful in the worship of God but what we have 
precept or precedent for; which whoso' denies, opens a 
door for all idolatry and superstition and will-worship 
in the world." Mr. Collins, in Jerubbaal, p. 487. . 

Again we are told, that " Will-worship was always 
condemned of God ; and that it is profane to present to 
God what he does not require, or to perform worship 
which he did not appoint." Christ, Schotanus, apud 
Lomeierum, de vet. Gent. Lust., Cap. 14. 

Mr. Marshall expresses his " astonishment, that ever 
mortal man should dare, in God's worship, to meddle 
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any farther than the Lord himeelf hfa commuided.'' In 
JenMaalf p. 484. 

The i¥ords of the eminently pious Mr. Baxter shall 
close this particular. <* What man," says he, ** dare go 
in a way which has neither precept nor example to war- 
rant it, from a way that has a full cnrrent of both ? 
who knows what will please God but himself? and has 
he not told us what he expects from us ? Can that be 
obedience which has no command for it ? Is not tMs to 
supererogate, and to be righteous overmuch ? Is not 
this also to accuse God^s ordinances of insufficiency, 
as well ks his word ; as if they were ^ot sufficient to 
please him or help our own graces ? Oh, the pride of 
man's heart, that, instead of being a law-ofoeyer, will be 
a law-maker ! For my part, I will fear that God will be 
angry with me for doing no more than He hss^command^ 
ed me, and for sticking close to the rule of His word 
in matter of worship ; but I should tremble to add or 
diminish,'^ Plain Scrip. Proof, pp. 24, 30a. 

Thus you perceive, dear reader, from these testimo* 
nies — and many more might hare been quoted,, all from 
eminently learned and pious Pedobaptists — that every 
religious praetice, without divine precept or Scripture 
example, is unlawful, and displeasing to God. 

I proceed to show next, 

2. That sacred Scripture contains neither precept 
for, nor example of, infant baptism. 

Our authority for baptizing is the command of our 
blessed Lord and Saviour in his commission to his 
apostles, which the evangelist. Matt 28 : 19, 20, thus 
recorded : " Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them into the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost : teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded you ; and lo ! 
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I am with you alway, eyen unto the end of the world."** 
The Evangelist Mark, being much shorter in all his 
narrations, has thus related it, ch. 16 : 15, 16 : " Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture^: he diat believeth and is baptized, shall be saved ; 
but. he that believeth not, stjiall be damned." 

Hence it in very evident that all those to be baptized 
must^r^^ be instructed, believe, and become' disciples ; 
and to baptize any other into the name of God would be 
unwarrantable presumption ; and we might expect a re- 
proof sioiilar to ^at which God gave to the children of 
Israel, saying, " When ye come to appear before me, 
who has required this at your hand, to tread my courts ? 
bring iio more vain oblations ; incense is an abomina- 
tion unto me." Isa. 1 : 12, 13. I have frequently been 
told that the words in the commission, *' teach all nations, 
baptizing them," should behead i' disciple atl nations by 
haptiiing them:" this is putting the cart before the horse. 
Those that are to be baptized must be already disciples, 
and such disciples as are made such by teaching and 
believing. Hence the Evangelist Mark has Uie follow- 
ing orddr: First commission — ^preaching, believing, bap 
tism, and salvation. This order is acknowledged by 
many Pedobaptists. ^ Calvin says : **^ Because Christ 
requires teaching before baptizing, and will have be- 

* I use the word into instead of the word in, as in the English 
versfon, both because it is^a better translation of -the Greek word 
ett, and better suits the meaning of the baptismsl formula, which 
Mgnifies the kdopHon of the baptized believer into the family of Qod, 
bjE. the appropriation of the holy name ot the Head to the members. 
Dr, DwigM and other learned men. have done the same. 

Disciples are said to be baptized into Jesus Christ, and into the 
name of Jesus Christ, to signify their recognition as disciples. In 
Rom. 6 :^ 3, the word m is translated into, " Know ye not that so 
many of as^as were twiptisod into Jesus Christ were baptized, die.*' 
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lievers only admitted to baptism, baptism does not teem 
rigfatlyadrnkusteredezceptfaithprecede." Ktiito»,p.8ft 

MenkMuUe are the words of Mr, BuxUr^ that verf 
eminently pioas and learned divine : '* As for those that 
say they are discipled by baptizing, and not before bap« 
tizing, they speak not the sense of the text; not that 
which is true aod rational, else why should one be bap- 
tized more than another ? This is not like some occc- 
sional historical mention of baptism, but it is the very 
commissicfn of Christ to his apostles for preaching and 
baptizing, and purposely expresses their several works 
in their several places and order. Their first i?aik is, 
by teaching, to make disciples, which are by Mark call- 
ed believers. The second woik u, to biqptize them, 
wh^eto is annexed the promise of their salvation. The 
third woik is,, to teach them all other things which are 
afterward tobe learned in the schod of Christ Tocon* 
temn this order is to renounce all rules of order ; for 
where can we expect to find it, if not here t I inrofess 
ny conscience is fully satisfied from this text that it is 
one kind of faiOi, efoen savings thai must go before ht^ 
tism ; and the profession whereof the minister must ex* 
pect." Disput. of nght to Sae., p. 91, 149, 150. 

Nisither does the New Testament furnish us with the 
example of any others but believers. Among the vast 
multitude that came to John, he would baptize none but 
those that brought forth fruits meet for repentance. That 
the apostles and other ministers to whom the oommis'* 
sion was originally given understood it to refer to belie* 
ver^ and believers only, is plain from their practice 
under it.. The first instance is that remarkable one 
which occurred at Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost. 
Peter was the preacher, and Christ crucified the subject ; 
and ths Holy Ghost making application, a vast number 
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were conTinced of sin, and inquired what they should do; 
The preacher directed that, as proof of their inward 
change, they should repent (i. e., reform) and submit to 
Christian baptism ; encouraging them also to expect, 
in the way of obedience, the Holy Spirit as a comforter. 
^< Then ihey that gladly received his Word were bap- 
tized." Acts 2: 41. 

The next instance occurred at Samaria^ under the 
ministry of Philip. '' When they believed Philip preach* 
ing the things concerning the kingdom of God and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and 
womenP Acts 8 : 12. In the case of the Eunuch we see 
that faith in Christ was expressly required. Acts 8 : 36- 
38. That the Apostle Paul believed before he was bap- 
tized, certainly admits of no doubt. Acts 9: 18. That Cor- 
nelius and those with him whom Peter commanded to be 
baptized, were believers in Christ, no one, I believe, has 
ever called in question. Acts 10 : 44-48. That Lydia 
and those of her household that were baptized with her, 
were believers in Christ, appears in that they are 
called hrethrenyWA are said to have been comforted by 
the apostles. Acts 16: 14, 34. The same appears, and 
more clearly, respecting the household of the jailer ; 
to them as to km the apostles '' spake the word of the 
Lord," and they as well as A« believed, and so were the 
proper subjects of baptism ; for " he rejoiced believing 
in God with all his house," — ^not for them. Acts 16: 34« 
Such, too, was the character of those at Corinth : they 
possessed the same faith which the master of the house 
and odiers there baptized possessed. " Crispus^ the 
chief ruler of the Synagogue, believed on the Lord with 
(not for) all his house ; and many of the Corinthians, 
hearing, believed and were baptized." Acts 18 : 8. 
No mention is made of any infants or children being 
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brought to him, or bapiiased by bim. Nor do we hear of 
a child being baptized bjthe disciples of Christ, though 
they baptized more people than John : and among the 
three thousand baptized on the day of Pentecost, we find 
none but those that were "pricked in the heart, and f^aid, 
men and brethren , what shall we do ?" *^ Peter sud unto 
them, repent, and be baptized." Surely this is not the 
exercise of infants or children. Nor is there a single 
instance of the baptism of an infant in all the accounts 
of the baptisms administered by the apostles. One such 
example of the inspired apostles would be regarded as 
much as the command of our Lord and Saviour ; but in 
vain do we search the New Testament for it. They 
invariably required faith in Christ before they adminis- 
tered this sacred ordinance. Those baptized on the day 
of Pentecost (as we have just mentioned) were such as 
were convinced of sin, and " gladly received the Word." 
Acts 2: 41. The Samaritans were men and women 
who believed. Acts 8 : 12. The Eunuch professed his 
faith, that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Acts 8 : 
36-38. Saul was baptized by Ananias, not only as an 
adult, but by the express command of Christ, who 
assured him that Saul was a chosen vessel and a 
praying soul. Acts 9 : 11, 15. The Samaritans were 
men and women who believed. Acts 8: 12. " Were there 
no children in Samaria ? were there no infants in the 
families of the converted ? Those who can trace out 
such probabilities, of there being children in the house- 
hold of an unmarried lady, travelling extensively on 
account of her business ; can they find no probability 
that there were children in the families of these men 
and women who were baptized in Samaria ? Oh, no ! 
Surmise and conjecture all silent here, however reason- 
ably they might be indulged. These families must be 
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lendered chHdless by the stroke of a blind friticisniy 
since, if admitted to exist, the admission not only affords 
no presumption even in favour of infant baptism, but 
proves that children were not baptized. Why. this 
clause, ' both men and women,' but from the foresight 
and benevolence of the Spirit of truth to make * assurance 
doubly sure ' as to the proper subjects of baptism, and 
cut off all excuse for a practice which is virtually an 
interpolation of a human alteration .in those writings 
which claim to afford a.solid basis of our eternal hopes 
because they are wholly divine." Hinton, p. 94. 

Dear reader, I most afiectionately entreat you seri- 
ously and candidly to examine the account of eveiy 
baptism mentioned in the New Testament ; and I am 
confident you will clearly perceive that the subjects are 
charact^ized as adults and believers. They are either 
cabled disciples, or such as have believed, or had received 
the Holy Ghost, or spake with tongues and prophesied, 
or vvere men and women, <Sz;c., &c. Yea^ many of out 
most eminent Pedobaptist brethren have confessed that 
neither precept nor example of infant baptism is to be 
found in the New Testament. Let us hear a few of them. 

Mr. Cawdrey : ^' The Scriptures are not clear, that in- 
fant baptism was an apostolical practice. We have not 
in Scripture either precept or example of children bap- 
tized.'^ Mr. Tombes" Antipaedo Baptism, Part 2, p. 84. 

Stapferus.: " There is not any express command in 
the Holy Scriptures concerning the baptism of infapts." 
Theolog. Polem., cap. 8, ^ 1647. 

Dr. Wail : " Among all the perscms that are recorded 
as baptized by the apostles, th^e is no express mention 
of apy infant ; there is no express mention, indeed, of 
any children baptized by him, i. e., John the Baptist." 
Bist Inf. Bap., Introduction, pp. 1, 55. 
5 
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Mr, T. Boston : ** There is no example of btptiem 
veeorded in the Scriptinree where uiy were baptized hoi 
eoch as appeared to have a saving interest in Chnst." 
Workf, 384. 

Luther: " It cannot be proved by the sacred Scrip 
tnres that ia&ni baptism was instituted by Christ, or 
begun by the first Christians after the apostles." ^Inst. 
R's. Vanity of Inf. Pap., Part 2, p. 8. 

FuUer^ an Episcopalian minister: "We do freely 
oonfess that there is neither express precept nor pre* 
cedent in the New Testament for the baptizing of 
infants." Inf, Bop. Adi>oeatedi p. 71. 

CeUdfius : '' Infant baptism is neither commanded in 
the sacred Scripture; nor is it confirmed by apostolic 
examples," Apud Schyn. Hist. Mennonit., p. 168. 

Samuel Palmer : ** There is nothing in the words of 
the institution, nor in any aAer accounts of the adminis- 
tration of this ritO) inspecting the baptism of infants : 
there is not a single precept for, nor example of, this 
practice through the whole of the New Testament." 
Answer to Dr. Pritstley's Address im the Lord's Sup. , p. 7. 

Lmborch : " There is no instiince that can be pro- 
duced whence it may indisputably be inferred that any 
chUd was baptized by the apostles. The necessity 
of infant baptism was nerer asserted by any council 
before that of Carthage, held in the year 418." Co»^. 
Syst. Dw., B. ^, oh, 22, ^2. 

Dr. Towerson : " That which seems to stick much 
with the adversaries of infant baptism, and is accord- 
ingly urged at all times against the friends or asserters 
of it, is, the want of an express command or direction 
for the administering of baptism to them. Which objec- 
tion seemfif to be the* more reasonable, because baptism, 
as well as other sacraments, receiving all its force hom 
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institution they may seem to have no right to, or benefit 
by it, who appear not by the institution of that sacra^ 
ment to be entitled to it ; but rather, by the qualificationa 
it requires/to be excluded from it." Of the Sacram, of 
Bap.^ Part 2, pp. 349, 350. 

Mr, 'Baxter: **U there can be no example given in 
Scripture of any one that was baptized without the pro* 
f&ssion of a saving faith, nor any precept givea for so 
doing, then must we not baptise any without it. But 
the antecedent is true ; therefore so is the consequent. 
In a word, I know of na one word in Scripture ^t gives 
us the least intima^on that ever man was baptized with* 
out the profession of a saving faith, or that gives ^ least 
eneoufogemeni to baptise, any ^on anothet's faiih.^ 
Disp, of Right td S^fcr,^ pp. 149, 151. I wiU dose with 
the words of the great Mr. Carson : ** It is impossible 
to get proof for infant baptism from the bible ; and, though 
ingenious men may devise conceits that may satisfy 
prejudice, the Christian will never get solid ground on 
which/to rest the sole of his foot till he returns to the 
ordinance of Christ. I^stand on this commission, and 
exclude all but those included in it. This man comes 
forth with the Abrahamic covenant in his hand as 4 
passport for hiis children. I reply, the Abrahamic cove* 
nant does no% make newly-born infants believers. An* 
other speaks of Jewish proselyte baptism. My answer 
is, Jewish proselyte baptism ia not the rule of this ordi- 
nance : believers only are rejoined to be baptized. A 
third speaks of the holiness of the infants of believers. 
I rei^y, it is the hdiness of faith only that entitles to 
baptismt A fourth speaks of the households. Such 
phraseology is consistent #ith the commission, but the 
commission is not considered with the meaning ascribed 
to the phraseology. Returni^then, Christians : tetum to 
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the institution of Christ ! Too, too long have we all 
in this foHowed the traditions of men, and made void 
the law of Christ. To some it may appear a trifling 
thing, and to be little harm, although it has no founda- 
tion in Scripture. It does not appear to me in this light. 
To cut the hair as a religious ordinance would lay the 
foundation of Babylon.^ 

Seeing, then, from Scripture, and from the testimony 
of so many Pedobaptists, that there is neither precept 
for, nor example of, infant baptism to be found in the 
New Testament, let me ask, dear reader, wiiether it 
be not strange, yea, absolutely nnaccountable, that, if 
our Lord intended infants should be baptized, and if 
they were actually baptized hy the apostles, it shotdd- 
not be so much as once recorded. And the entire 
silence of the inspired writers on this head is the more 
surprising, because they were far from being backward, 
expressly to mention children on other occasions of 
much less importance to the purity of Christian worship,, 
the conduct of believing parents^ and the edification of 
our Lord's disciples. See Matt. 2 : 16 ; 14 : 31 ; 15 : 
38; 19: 13. Mark 10: iZ.Luke 18: 15. Acts 7: 
19 ; 21 : 5. ** 

3. It having thus been proved that every religious 
practice, unsanctioned by divine precept or Scripture 
example, is unlawful, and disjdeftsing to God ; and that 
the sacred Scriptures contain neither precept nor exam* 
pie for infant baptism, the candid reader will not be 
surprised that I came to the conclusion that infant bap- 
tism is without a warrant from Scripture, and cannot but 
be ^displeasing to God. 

Although the absence of Scripture authority is arga* ^ 
ment entire and satisfactory against the practice of in- 
fant baptism, I think it proper to take some notice pf the 
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history of baptism in the early ages of the Chrisliaii 
dispensation; since certain erroneous statements have 
been. made by som^ modem writers respecting the prac- 
tice of those times. The reader's attention is, there* 
fof e, invited to the following facts : 

First History records numerous instances of per- 
sons, children of pious parents, who were baptized when 
aduliSf which would certainly not have been the case 
had infant baptism been in use. Mr, Lawson informs 
us " That Augustine^ the son of the virtuous Monica^ 
beipg instructed in the faith, was not haptixed till about 
the thirtieth year of his age. Ambrose^ born of Christiaa 
parents, was instructed in Christian principles, but re- 
mained unbaptized till he was chosen Bishop of Milan. 
Jerome^ born of Christian parents^ was baptized when 
about thirty years old. Neetarius was made Bishop of 
Constantinople before he was baptized." Mir. Laws&n 
proceeds to remark: '< It seems the doctrine of Fidus 
concerning dipping or sprinkling children, was new, and 
seemed strange to Cyprian; seeing he could not ratify 
nor confirm the same without the sentence and advice 
of sixty-six bishops. Had it been commanded by Christ, 
practised by the apostles, and continued in matter and 
manner to Cyprian's days, there had not been a neces* 
sity for the concourse of so many bishops concerning 
the same." Baptisnudogioj pp. 75, 87^ 

Bishop Taylor says : '* St. Ambrose, St. Hierom, and 
St. Austin were born of Christian parents, and yet not 
baptized until the full age of a. man and more." In 
Dr. WalFs Hist. Inf. Bap., p, 2, ch. 3, ^ 10. 

The famous Austin, in his confessions, having said, 

'^I vras then signed with the sign of his (Christ's) cross 

and was seasoned with his salt so soon as I came out 

o^ vay mother's womb, who greatly trusted in thee," his 

5* 
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translator, Dr. W, Wats^ has the .following note upon 
it : '* This was the practice of the iwimitive times, hy 
which religious parents devoted their children unto 
Christ long before their baptism, which in those days 
was deferred tiU they were able to answer for themselves/' 
Austin^s Confes,, B. 1, ch. 11, p. 17. 

'' Gregory Nazianzen^ bom in the year three hundred 
and eighteen, whose parents were Christians, and his 
father a bishop, was not baptized till near twenty^one 
years of age." Du Pin, Cent. 4, p. 159. 

" Chrysostom, also born of Christian parents in the 
year three hundred and forty-seven, was not baptized 
till near twenty-one years of age." Grotius apud Poli 
Synop. ad Matt. 19 : 14. 

Secondly. Not a few of the most eminent Pedobap- 
tists have acknowledged it. Let the following suffice : 
Danverse : *^ Infant baptism was not practised until the 
third century, nor enjoined as necessary till 400 years 
, rfter Christ." On Bap., p. 105. Mr. Chambers : " It 
appears that in the primitive times none were baptized 
but ADOLTS." CycloptBdia, Article Baptism. Venema : 
" It is, indeed, certain that Pedobaptism was practised 
in the second century ; yet so that it was not the cus- 
tom of the church, nor the general practice ; muph less 
was it generally esteemed nwessaiy that infants should 
be baptized." Hist. Eccles., tom. 3, secul. 2, § 108. 
Dr. Holland : *< la the first plantation of Christianity 
among the Gentiles.^uch only as were of full age, after 
they were instructed in the principles of the Christian 
religion, were admitted to baptism." In Dr. WcdVs 
Hist. Inf Bap., Part 2, cb. 2, p. 281. M. De laRoque : 
^* The primitive church did not baptize infants ; and the 
learned Grotius proves it in his Annotations on the G[os- 
pel." In Mr. Stennett's Answer to Mr. Russen^ p» 188. 
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Curc4ilaeus: " The baptism of infante, in the first two 
centuries after Christ, was altogether unknown.** Inst^ 
ReUg, Christ, Lib. 1, ch. 12, Diss. Secundr de Pecc. 
Orig., ^56. ' - , 

Thirdly. One observation more shall close this part 
of the subject. Our Pedobaptist brethren farther inform 
us that npne but believers have a right to the ordinance 
of baptism, or can derive any benefit frdm it : now, as 
infants cannot believe, it follows that they have neither 
a title to baptism, nor can derive any benefit from it. 

The celebrated Cocceius informs us "That sacra- 
ments, properly speaking, were instituted for believers, 
and given to them ; Rom. 4:11; that is, for those who 
hungw and thirst after righteousness." Sum. Doct. De 
Faed, ch. 6, ^ 209. Limborch : " The subject of baptism, 
to whom it is to be administered, is a believer ;* one 
who is endued with a true faith in Jesus Christ, and 
touched with a serious repentance for his past offences." 
Syst. Bio., B. 5, ch. 22, ^ 2. Meierus: *'None hava 
a title to baptism but such as profess faith and the true 
religion." Bib. Brem., class. 4, p. 169. Turretim 
" Faith, devotion, and an internal exercise of the mind^ 
are required to the efiicacy of a sacrament ^ because 
the Scripture expressly asserts it ; Mark .16 : 16 f 1 Cor. 
11 : 27 ; Acts 2 : 37, 38 ; because without faith it is im- 
possible to please GKod; Heb. 11: 6; and because the 
promise, as contained in the sacraments, and faith are 
cOTielates. Insti. Loc. 19, Q. 8, § 12. CaUin: "From 
the sacrament 'of baptism, as from all others, we obtain 
nothing, except ^o far as we receive it in faith." Inst. 
L. 4, ch. 15, ^ 15. Jonathan Edwards: ** There are 
some duties of worship that imply a profession of Grod's 
covenant, whose very nature and design is an exhibition 
of those vital, active principles and inward exercises 
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wherein the condition of the covenant of grace cbnaists. 
Such are the Christian sacraments, whose very design 
is to make and confirm a profession of, and compliance 
with, that covenant, and whose very nature is to exhibii 
or expresa those uniting acts of the sodl." Hoombee' 
kius^' " Without ,faith, water baptism cannot by any 
means be lawful ; for the command is, believe first, then 
also, and not otherwise, be baptized. Mark 16 : 16 ; ^ 
that believeth and is b^tized, 6fc, Then they, that gladly 
received his Word were baptuied. Acts 2 : 41. If thou 
beUevest with ail thy heart, thou mayest be baptized. Acts 
8: 37. Acts 16: 31,33." . Socin, eonfut, tom, 3,<p. 
389. Dr. Watts: <* Faith and repentance were the 
great things xequired of those that we^e admitted to bap* 
tism. This was the practice of John, this the practice 
of the apostles^ in the history of their ministry. A^tt. 
3. Acts 2 : 38 ; 19 : 4 ; 8 : 37." Berry St. Serm.^ 
voL 2, pp. 177, 178. 

In closing this Essay, I cannot but express my hope 
that the candid and conscientious reader will see the 
impropriety of admitting infants to the sacred ordinance 
of baptism ; seeing that the law of a positive institution 
is the only rule of our obedience, Pedobaptists, eminent 
for learning and piety, being judges ; (£. I., p. 28 ;) and 
that in the institution of baptism the subjects are cha* 
racterized as having been first taught, and, consequently, 
become, disciples and believers in Christ, which is not 
applicable to infants or children. They farther declare 
that every part of religious worship requires a divine 
precept or Scripture example, but that the New Testa*- 
ment affords neither precept npr example for infant bap* 
tism ; it follows, therefore, that infants have no ri|;ht to 
this sacred ordinance. 

I am perfectly aware that our brethren endeavour to 
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prove tbe right of in&nt baptism by Scripture inferences/ 
bys analogy of dispensations, <&c. ; but how is this con- 
sistent with their declarations already cited, (E.I., pp. 
28, 29,) that in positive institutions t^eAat)6no^AtVi^ to di> 
with reasoning, inferences, analogy, ^c, but that the 
revealed will of the Legislator is the sole authority, and* 
the. words of the law the only rule of our Obedience ? 
This subject reminds me of the fact, that Hebrew gram- 
marians give rules for the pronunciation of words in one 
chapter, while ia the very^ext their rul^s are c<Hitradict- 
ed and violated by their own pronunciation. Besides, 
I have diligently examined the arguments in favour of 
infant baptism, andonay show in the next. Essay that, 
when weighed in the balance of the sanctuary, they are 
found wanting. 



ESSAY III. 

Arguments in favour of Infant Baptism stated and 
refuted. 

Wb are tdd by our Pedobaptist brethren that their 
practice of infant baptism is sanctioned by express 
Scriptures, by the example of the apostles, by our Lord*s 
conduct toward children, by analogy, and by apostolic 
tradition. 

First, Express declarations of Scripture are appealed 
to for sanction. 

1. Our Lord's commission to baptize all nations. 
Matt. 28 : 19.^ "Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations^ 
baptize them,**' Sic, 

Here our P^obaptist brethren reason thus: "All' 
nations are to be baptized ; but children are apart of all 
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nations ; i)xetphre children have a right to baptiflm." 
T|ii8 might be godd logic, if our Lord had said no moie 
than *f baptize all nations ;*' bat he has characterized 
those in all nations- who should be baptized; namely, 
disciples and believers. Those, therefore, who are not 
capable, of learning and believing, are excluded ; and 
such are infants. (See Essay II., p. 45.) Besides, it 
is acknowledged, by many learned Pedobaptisu that 
those to be baptized, agreeably to our Lord's commis- 
sion, must first be taught or diseipled ; i. e., be instructed 
in the^ first princifdes of tho Christian religion. I shall 
select only a few of their declarations. 

Maccavius : V We assert that our Lord enjoins two 
difierent things upon his disciples — to teach and to hep^ 
tize^ Loci Com., p. 823. 

Saurin: ''In the primitive church instruction prc" 
ceded baptism, agreeably toJhe^otdaz i>f Jesus Christ : 
Go teach all nations, baptizing them." Ser,, torn. 1, p. 
301. Le Haye, Edit. Z. 

Mr. Samuel Palmer : '* There is nothing in the words 
of the institution respecting thel>apti8m of infants." Ans- 
wer to Dr. Priestley's Address on the Lord^s Supper^ p. 7. 

Gomarus: '* In Matt 28 : 19, our Lord speafis not 
concerning infants, but adults, who are capaUe of in- 
strtiction." Opera,! Theolog,, p. 148. 

Limborch : *' They could not make disciples, unless 
by teaching. By that instruction were disciples brought 
to the faith before they were, baptized." Mark, 16 : 15, 
16. Inst., L. 5, ch. 67, ^7. 

Calvin : '' Because Christ requires teaching befi6re 
baptizing, and will have believers only admitted to bap« 
tism, baptism does not seem to be rightly administered, 
except faith precede J* In Harm. Evang^ Comment, zdi 
loc. ^ 
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Dr,^Barroto : '' Wiwtthe action itoelf enjoined it, and 
what the manner and form thereof^ ie apparent by Ae 
words of our Lord's institution : going forth, saith he, 
teach or disciple aU nations^ ia^tising them. The ac- 
tion is baptizing or immersing in watet i the object 
thereof, those pepions of animation whom his ministeim 
caoi, bjt their instruction or persuasion, render discipli^s ; 
that is, such as do sincerely belieye the truth of his doc- 
trine, and seriously resolve to obey his commandments/' 
Works, Yoll;^. 518, 

That tnen are made disciples of Christ by teaching, 
and ^ot by baptizing, (as Mr. Henry would hate us be- 
lieve : Treatise on Baptism, p. 1 1 4,) is acknowledged by 
numerous Pedobaptists. 

Dr. Owen : " By the disciples of Christ I intend them, 
and them only, who profess faith in his person and doc- 
trine, and to hear him, or to be guided by him alone in 
all things that appertain unto the worship of God and 
their living unto him." Inquiry into the Orig. Nature 
of Churches,^. 120. 

Mr, Wilson: *< A disciple is a learner, a scholar, who 
submitteth himself to another to be taught a,ny learning. 
Acts 20: 30. Matt, lit 2. One wholeanieth the doc- 
trine of Christ, that he may believe and practise it." Acts 
11:16. Luke 14 : 16. Christ. Diet, Article Disciple. 

Mr. Baxter : " Objection — Any one is a disciple that 
is willing to learn of Christ Answer. No such matter. 
In an improper sense you may so call them, but not in 
Scripture sense, where dk disciple and a Christian are all 
one. Acts 1 1 : 26. But not every one that is willing to 
learn of Christ is a Christian ; therefore not a disciple. 
A disciple, of Christ is one that will take him for the 
great prophet of the church, and will learn of him as of 
the Christ. None are disciples hot upon the account of 



Digitized by 



Google 



60 S88AYS ON BAPTISM. 

either saviDg hiik or the profeesion of it." DispuL of 
Right to Sae., pp. 95, 183. 

" Were there occasion for it," says the venerahle Mr, 
Booth, ** quotatioQs of this kind might be greally multi- 
plied : but I forbear, and shall only obsenre that I do 
not recollect a single author who, upon any occasion, 
explains the term disciple in such a manner as to exclude 
the idea of being taught, except with a view to Pedo« 
baptism. Now, must not that be a bad cause which im- 
pels wise and learned men to seek a refuge for it in 
such an acceptation of a capital term of dirine law as 
has no parallel either in Scripture or in common authors ; 
and for which nothing can be pleaded but by mere hy- 
pothesis ?" Pedobap. Exam. IL, p. 988. 

Is it not astonishing that men, eminent for piety and 
learning, should be so blinded as to reason as follows ? 

JDr, Worcester^ arguing in favour of infant baptism, 
says : " In his commission to his apostles his direction 
was< that all nations should be baptized, and children 
constitute a part of every nation." Letters, p. 1 15. 

Mr. Henry : " If it be the will and command of the 
Lord Jesus that all nations should be disci{4ed by bap- 
tism, and children, though a part of all nations, are not 
excepted, then children are to be discipled by baptism." 
Treatise on Bapt,, p. 1 14. 

Dr. John Edwards : *' This general commission takes 
in all particulars. Go baptize all nations is as much 
and as full as if Christ had said, Go baptizaall men, wo- 
men, and children/' Theol. Refer., vol. 1., p. 568. 

Calorius argUes thus : " He who commands all men 
to be baptized, so that none are exempted, of any age, 
or sex, or condition, would have 4i|fants baptized no less 
than adults therefwe." Socin. Profi. Disp.,2^ ,Contr. 
8, p. 878. Wittenberg, 1652. 
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The reader will agree that, if this mode of reasoning 
proves aiiything, it provea a great deal more than these 
auUiors would be willing ta pr^tise. If aU that belong 
to a nation are to be made disciples by baptism, '* witb- 
otit exception of age, or sex, or eanditum" by what au- 
thority can they refuse baptism to the. unbelieving Jew, 
the deluded Mahomedan, the idolatrous heathen, or any 
other infidel ? Nor ought they to wait till the ordinance 
is requested ; but, as zealous and faithful ministers of 
Christ, they ought to baptize every one they meet with, 
wiihput asking any question ; for their commission is, 
*' Go ye, therefore, and disciple all nations ;" i. e., bap- 
tizing them, without ^exception of age, or sex, or condi^ 
Uon, Farther, to harmonize the account of our Lord's 
commission given by Mark with that by Matthew, they 
must paraphrase it thus : *' Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature ; he that be* 
lieveth and is baptized," that is, he that, by hofiism, is 
put into the way of becoming a believer^ without excep- 
tion of age, sex, or condition, and without regard to 
the future, whether he will really believe or not, " shall 
be saved ; but he that believes not," that is, he that 
is not put into the way, of becoming a believer, not being 
baptized, " shall be damned."^ Whether this reasoning 
does not make baptism the only condition of salvation, 
the reader is able to judge. 

2. The promise to children nrentioned Acts 3 : 38, 
39, is produced as authority for infant baptism. When, 
on the day of Pentecost, those that were *' pricked in 
their heart " asked what they must do, Peter answered, 
" Repent, and be^ baptized, every one of you, into the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the pro- 
mise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are 
6 
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afwr ojf, even as xoxtj ds t1i« Lord owr God shall caQ." 
Ih support of infaiit baptism, a fisrt «f Peter's answer 
is generally qnoted, but not iba irbole) viz.y ^ the pro- 
inise is unto you and fee your childreh ;" and, instead 
of explaining fbe nature of the promise^ as the apostlo 
^d, by referring to the prediction in Joel, it is generally 
referred to the promise made to Abraham and his seed. 
But a little coneideration of the connexion of this pas- 
sage will lead to <he discovery that it has nothing io do 
"with infant baptism. 

On the day of Pentecost,* i. e,, the flfueth day from 
the resurrection of Christ, the Holy Ghost descended 
from heaven. The disciples *• were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues as 
the Spirit gave them utterance." This remarkable and 
unparalleled event being witnessed by the multitude 
who had «ome up to the solemn feast, they were amazed, 
marvelled, and were confounded, and doubted, saying 
pne to another, " What meaneth this ?" Others, mocking, 

* The feast of Pentecost was on the fiftieth day after the first day 
of the feast of unleavened bread, which time being a week of weeks, 
or foity-nine days, the feast of Pentecost was called the fcAtt of 
weeks. No serTile labour wae done en this oci^asioD, hot the day 
w«t nMunlj dierotied to varioas sacfiioings, and observed in com- 
nf moration o£ the fiftieth day after the. deliverance of Israel from 
Egyptian slavery, when the law was given on Mount Sinai. It ia 
worthy of notice that on the day, of Pentecost the law was given 
to Israel amid the awful sublimities of Sinai ; and thit on the day 
of Pentecost was experienced this first and glorious dieptay of dtvme 
grace after this Saviour's tesarrection ftram the deed. In the firet 
UMtaaee the knditef wqeived the written Uw ; in the la^t, the 
Christian Church w^a gathered, and ncognised under the rules of 
the gospel. From this time the disciples of Ohrist ** continued 
steadfastly in the apostles* doctrine uidfeUowshipt and in breaking 
of bread, and in prayers.'** 

* See my Scripture ^ypes, Lecture 18, J^wUh FttHtals, 
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saidi '* These men are full of new wine.*' Peter, Ell«d 
with holy 2eal, stood up and proved to the one party 
ihat ** thes€i men #ei:o noc drunken ;" and the other party 
he informed that this evint had tak^a place as a fulfil- 
ment of a prophecy delivered by the prophet Joel, 
saying, '^ It shall come to pass in the last days, saiili 
God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh.: and 
your sons and your daughters shajl prof^ecy, and your 
young mien shall see visions^ and your old men shall 
dream dreams ; and on my servants and on my hand- 
maidens r will pour out in thdse days of my Spirit, 
and they shall prophecy." Joel H : 28, 29. This 
prophecy being referred by the Jews to the day* of the 
Messiah, the apostle, in a most affectionate manner, 
proved to them that Jesus of Nazareth was the promised 
Messiah, inasmuch as he, according to ancient predic- 
tions, suffered and died, and rose again, and ascended to 
the right hand of Ood. He concluded- with a personal 
address, saying, "Therefore let all the house bf Israel 
know assuredly that God hath made that same Jesus 
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ." On 
being thus charged with crucifying the Lord of Glory, 
they were pricked in their heart, and asked what they 
must do ; to which the apostle gave the answer men- 
tioned in the beginning of this particular. Hence it is 
evident, 

1. That the blessing contained in " the promise," 
verse 39, is the forgiveness of sins and the gift of the 
Holy Ghost.. 

2. That, to remove their doubts and fears, produced 
by their conviction of having committed the awful crime 
of crucifying/their Messiah, and of having imprecated 
his blood on themselves and on their children, the 
apostle reminds them of the promise contained in the 
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prophecy of Joel, which he had just reheated, and 
which relates both to them and to their children, of 
posterity. To give them additional encouragement to 
hope for pardon, he assures thchi that even the Gentiles 
^ho " were afar off, and as many as the Lord should 
call,*' should obtain the same blessing on the same 
terms of repentance, and faith, and obedience. 

3. It is father evident* that the word children does 
not relate to such as were in a state of childhood or 
infancy, but to adults, or persons old enough to engage 
in religious exercises. That such is frequently the 
meaning of the word in Scripture, as well as in common 
conversation, needs no proof. How often is the whole 
congregation of the Jews called the children of Israel ? 
And that sucli is the import of the word children ib this 
passage, is evident from the prophecy from which it is 
quoted, where the subjects are specified as sons and 
daughters, &c. ; but no infants are mentioned. Besides, 
these persons were *' to prophecy, see visions, dream 
dreams,** &c., which could not be said of such as are in 
a state of infancy. '4t is urged in behalf of infants that 
' Ihe promise is to you and to your children ;' true, but 
it is added, ' as many as the^ Lord our God shall call.' 
When children hear, understand, love, and obey the* call 
of the Lord our God,' none should hesitate to lead them 
to follow their Lord." Hinhn, 91. 

4. It appears also that repentance and faith in Christ 
are necessary to the enjoyment of the blessing^ promised, 
and, therefore, this promise cannot refer to infants. 
<* Even as many as the Lord Our God shall call." 

Siich, dear reader, I conceive to be the true meaning 
of this passage ; and in this I am supported by not a 
few<Pedobaptist theologians. ' 

Witsiu€ : " And it shall come to pass afterward that 
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I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh.^ Joel 2 : 28. 
*< Coiicerning^hich promise Peter speaks." Acts 2 : 39* 
" For the promise is unto you and to your childreni** 
&c. Exereitin gymb^Ea^c. 11,^ 19. 

Dr. Doddridgs : " Considering that the gift of the 
Spirit had been mentioned just before, it seems most 
natural to interpret this as a reference to that passage in 
Joel which had been so largely cited above, (verse 17, 
et seq.^) where Ood promises the effusion of the Spirit 
on his sons and daughters." Note on the place. 

Dr* Otoen : <' This promise of the Spirit is sometimes 
called the promise of the covenant. Acts 2 : 39. The 
promise is to you ; which promise is that which Christ 
receiveth from his Father, ver. 33, even the promise of 
the Holy Ghost.^ Perseverance^ p. 116. 

Dr. Hammond : ** If any have made use of that very 
unconclodent argument, (Acts 2^ : 39,) I have nothing to 
say in defence of them. I think that the word children 
there, is really the posterity of the Jews, and not pecn-^ 
liarly their infant children." Works, vol. 1, p. 490. 

Dr, Whitby : " These words will not prove a right of 
infants to receive baptism — ^the promise here being 
that only of, the Holy Ghost, mentioned ver. 16-18; 
and so relating to the times of the miraculous efTqgion of 
the Holy Ghost, and to those persons who by age were 
made capable of these extraordinary gifts." Annot, on 
the place. ^ 

Limboreh : " By Tekna the apostle understands, not 
infants, but children or posterity ; in which signification 
the word Tekna oceurs in many places of the New 
. Testament. See, ftmong other?, John 8 : 39. And 
here Peter also comprehends in that expression their 
unborn posterity ; whence it appears that the argument, 
which is very commonly taken from this passage for the 
6* 
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bapdsm of infants, is of nofaree^ and good for nothing ; 
because it entirely depans from the design of Peter." 
Comment in ioc. 

* 3. Another Scripture sanction for infant baptism is 
supposed to be, that children are spoken of as holy. 

Pedobaptists reason thus : ** They that are holy are 
proper subjects for baptism; but children are said to be 
holy ; therefore they are to be baptized ;" and for proof 
that they are holy« we are referred to the following pas- 
sages : Rom. 1 1 : 16 ;" For if the first fruit be holy, the 
lump is also holy ; and if the root be holy, so are the 
branches." 1 Cor. 7 : 14 ; " The unbelieving husband is 
sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanc- 
tified by tlie husband, else were your children unclean ; 
but now are they holy." 

Dr. Addington, speaking of the first of these passages, 
says : '* The Christian is to his or her family as the root 
of these branches ; and, upon the principles here laid 
down, he or she being holy, so are they." Christian 
Ministers' Reasons, p. 80. 

" This proves that the seed of believers, as such," says 
Mr, Henry, " are. within the pale of the visible church 
and within the verge of the covenant till they do, by 
their unbelief, throw themselves out; for if the root be 
holy, so are the branches" Expos, on the place. To 
build on such a foundation indicates a bad causer. 

A person must really have clearer eyes than natural 
and spiritual ones, to see or find anything like baptism 
in this chapter. Nor is there any allusion to infants or 
children connected with the apostle's reasoning, either 
in the first or second of these passages^ In the first his 
design appears to have been to humble the believing 
Gentiles, and to prevent them from despising the un- 
believing Jews ; and to encourage their prayers and 
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exertions for the fuiare conversion, of the Jews; ^^f&r 
God is able to graft, them in againP 
• In allusion to Jer. 11 : 16, 17, the apostle calla the 
-whole Jewish nation an olive tree, which the Lord had 
planted when he brought them out of Egypt ; and the 
means of grace and other privileges with which they had 
been favoured he styles " (he sap and fatness of the 
tree." From, these unspeakable advantages the great- 4 
est part of the nation has been cut off, and is still desti- 
tute of them; while the Gentiles, who for ages together 
had been without the knowledge of the true God and 
all the means of grace, w^re made partakers of them. 
' I do not conceive that thi? passage, or oUve tree, has 
iiny thing to do with the cAurcA of Christ, or with Christ, ^ 
the head of the church, or with the covenant of grace : 
the whole Jewish nation, as the congregation of the Lord, 
are the olive tree, as I shall have occasion to show more 
fully hereafter. 

Should I, however, be mistaken with respect to the 
root and trunk of the tree, there can be no mistake as it 
respects the branches ; and with these only have we to 
do at present. ''These evidently represent such per- 
sons, and such only, who were moral agents, capable 
of believing and of being guilty of unbelief." They are 
divided into three classes ; the unbelieving Jews, that 
were cut off from the olive tree, or deprived of the means 
of grace and other privileges ; the believing Jews, who 
remained in the tree, i. e., in the possession of the means 
of grace ; and the believing Gentiles, who, by faith, be- 
came united with the believing Jews. Now, dear rea- 
der, you perceive that, as infants are not capable either 
of believing or of being guilty of unbelief, the passage 
can have no reference whatever to them, but respects 
the conversion of Jews, from the days of the itpOstles 
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till all Israel sball be eaved witb an everlasting salva* 
tion. The figurative expression in the text is evidently 
in allusion to the law in Levit. 23 : 14, 17 ; that where- 
as, by the oflfering of the first fruits and waving two 
leaves, the whole lump was sanctified, i. e., all the other 
produce of the year was made lawful foodftoid might be 
eaten with the approbation of God ; so in like manner 
the first Jewish converts were a sample wad pledge of 
those thatvshould believe hereafter. 

That this is the proper sense of the passage, is ac« 
kno wledged by many of our Pedpbaptist brethren. Take 
a few. 

Toletus and J^ienochius : '* Paul here denominates the 
first Jews, that were convei'ted to the faith — namely, the 
apostles and disciples of our hoid^-^first fruits.^* A^md 
Poll, Synop. in loc. 

Dr. Doddndge: ^^ For if the first Jruits he holy, so is 
the lump. The consecration of them was looked upon 
as in e&ct the consecration of all. And so would I 
look upon the conversion of some few of the Jewish 
nation as an earnest of the conversion of all the rest." 
Paraphrase on the place. 

The next passage referred to, where children are 
said to be holy, has as little to do with baptism as the 
former. 

The children are said to be holy, not because one of 
the parents is a believer, but because of the lawful mar-* 
riage of the parents ; who, though married while both 
were unbelievers^ were sadredly set apart to each other 
according to the matrimonial ordinance of God. 

You will obsenre that the apostle speaks of both 
partners as unbelievers when united in marriage. Ho 
takes a single pair, and says^ *' the unbelieving husband 
is sanctified by or to the wife, and the unbelieving w^o 
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is saiictified by or to the husband." And, to show his 
readers that they already admitted this truth, he merely 
reminds them that they consider, their ofispring holy 
or lawful children ; for, admitting this, the parents must 
admit that their marriage is lawful, though entered inte 
in a state of unbelief, and cannot, therefore^ be annulled 
by the conversion of one of the, parties. 

The occasion of this part of the apostle's letter to 
the Corinthians was their scruple of conscience, whe- 
ther a converted partner may continue to live With the 
unbelieving partner ; or whether, on the conversion of 
one of the parties, they must separate. This tender 
and painful question was very natural. For, by the 
Mosaic law; Jews were prohibited from marrying a hea- 
then or idolater, (Exod. 34 : 16 ;) and, on their return 
from the Babylonish captivity, those who had broken 
this law were obliged to dismiss their wives and their 
children. £zr. 9 : 2,10,11. The apostle, therefore^ in- 
forms them that under the gospel dispensation the case 
is different. The believing partner not only may con- 
tinue with his unbelieving partner— for " the unbelieving 
husband is sanctified " (i. e«, set apart, devoted, and made 
lawful) ** by " or rather to " the wife ; and the unbe- 
lieving, wife is sanctified" (i. e., set apart, devoted, and 
made lawful) " by " or " to the husband " — ^but they oughi 
not to separate, for the sake of the reputation and honour 
of their children. For, if you separate, you thereby 
declare your marriage contract to have been unlawful, 
and your children of course would be "unclean," or 
illegitimate ; but, by continuing to live together, you still 
recognise your marriage relation, by which ye were 
sanctified or made lawful to each other, according to 
God's institution, and, ther^ore, your children are holyt 
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i, e., made lawful to you, to be enjoyod aa the gift of 
God.* 

That tkta la the proper sense of the pasaai^e, I might 
confirm by very many testimonies from the most pious 
and learned Pedobaptist dirines ; but two or three must 
suffice^ . ^ 

Mr. Pooles' Continuatars : '* The unbelieving husband 
is sanctified by the wife. I rathert hink it signifies 
brought into such a state that the believer, without 
offence to the law of God;, may continue in a married 
state with such a yoke-fellow ; and the estate of a max* 
riage is a hdy state, notwithfttaHding the disparity with 
reference to religion.'^ AnnoL on the place. 

'* Paul bete. treats concerning a mutqal participation 
of such holiness as depends upon conjugal custom, as 
Chrysostom teaches ; a holiness which the believing 
and the unbelieving partner have in pommon between: 
themselves. Whence it follows that these things have 
been rashly and violently applied by Calvin, Bexa, Pc^ 
raeus, and others, to a natural and original holiness of 
children bom of believers." Biblid illustrata in loc. vid 
Grotium in he, 

* The apostle teizes on the powerful principle of parental k>ve, 
and appeals to the fact, that the children of a lawful manriage are 
lawful or holy children, which fact both the parents would gladly 
admit as a good argument to dissuade them from ^ separation. It 
will be observed by the reader that the marriage spoken of by the 
apostle took place when both partners were ** Unbelieving ;" and 
that th<D tanetification of these persons took place in the aame state 
of unbelief, that is, in their marriage in unhdief. It is important 
to understand thia truth, because some persons hare spoken of the 
sanctification here^ mentioned as though it were the conversion or 
eantification of the soul by the Holy Spirit ; whereas it can be no- 
thing else than that ceremonial sanctification which always takes 
place in the marriage of unbelievers as well as of believers. 
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> That the sanctification or holiness in this passage does 
not refer to internal holiness of heart and nature, is far- 
ther evident from the well-kJiown use and meaning of 
the word when nsed in relation to, marriage among the 
Jews, tt Is the common form of s|)eech used at the 
ceremony of espousal and marriage. The man, pnttkig 
a present into the hand of the woman, says, '* With this 
thou art mekadashti,*' i, «., sanctified to me : thott art 
now set apart as my wife, according to God's institution. 
The change thus effected is with respect to her relation, 
hut not to her nature. Hence, I suppose, originated the 
cu^om in the Episcdpal church, that at the marriage 
ceremony the' man puts a ring on the finger of the wo- 
man, and says, " With this ring I thee wed,*' i. e., 
espouse, unite, and join. 

Here it is evident that the holiness of the children 
must be of the same nature as the sanctification or holi- 
ness of unbelieving parents ; for the holiness of the chil- 
dren does not flow to then[i from the believing parent, but 
from the unbelieving; if, therefore, the holiness of the 
children were real holiness of hearty then the unbelieving 
parent must be holy in heart too, notwithstanding he o)r 
she still continues an unbeliever. Do our brethren be^ 
lieve this ? Again, if the holiness of the children de- 
rived from the unbelieving, but sanctified, parent qualifies 
and entitles theih to baptism, then the unbelieving, but 
sanctified, parent canTk>t be less qualified and entitled to 
the same sacred ordinance. That our opponents would 
think it proper to baptize such a sanctified unbeliever is 
at least improbable. 

The idea of real hoiineSs being communicated from 
parents to children, is in direct contradiction of Scrip- 
ture andfaet. 

It is farther argued by some that in Acts 15: 10, chil- 
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dren are called diseipleSf and^ therefore, have a tide to 
baptism. But it is very evident that the disciples in 
this passage were believing Gentiles, and not infants or 
children ; for the same* persons whom some desired 
to have circumcised are persanaUy addressed as bre- 
thren, ver. 1, and were also to be commanded to keep the 
law of Moses, verse 5. ' 

Secondly. The second supposed sanction for infant 
baptism is the practice of the apostles in baptizing 
households. 

This argument is much insisted on. The woA house* 
hold does not prove that it contains infants or children. 
We could mention many whole households baptized, in 
which there were no children. It is the duty of our 
brethren to prove the affirmative, viz., that in those house- 
holds menUoned in the Scripture there were infants or 
children, and that they were baptized. If, indeed, as 
they say, when parents were baptized, their infant chil- 
dren were baptized and received^into the church with 
them, why is it that not a single instance thereof is re- 
corded ? Is it not probable that of the men and vxmien 
baptized at Samaria some had infants ? And that some 
of the three thousand baptized at Jerusalem had infants, 
cannot reasonably be doubted ; yet not a word is men- 
tioned of their being baptized. 

The learned Professor Neander says : '< It cannot 
possibly be proved that infant baptism was practised in 
the apostolic age : that mention is made of whole fami- 
lies, proves nothing, for it does.not follow that there were 
infants among them." Judd*s Reply to Stewart, p. 19.4. 
But, as only a few instances are mentioned in the 
whole New Testament, we niay easily examine them ; 
and I am persuaded the reader will clearly perceive that 
all the persons in each household are described as moral 
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agents, c&pable of exercising their faculties on religious 
subjects. Thus the household of Stephanas, mentioned 
I Cor. 1 : 13, are said by the apostle, 1 Cor. 16 : . 15, 
to be his ^* first fruits in Achaia, and that they addicted 
themselves to the ministry of the saints. 

" This seems to imply," says Dr. Doddridge^ " that it 
was the generous care of ^ksr whole family to assist their 
fellow Christians ; so that there was not a member of it 
which did not do its part." Paraph, in loc. And Dr. 
Hammond, another Pedobaptist, says, *' I think it unrea- 
sonable that the apostle's bare mention of baptizing this 
household should be thought competent to conclude that 
infants were baptized by him." Works, vol. 1, p. 494. 

We notice next Cornelius and his household, and those 
that were with them, mentioned Acts 10. It is evident . 
that those baptized on that occasion were not infants ; 
for before their baptism they all heard the word, and the 
Holy Ghost fell on them, and they spake with tongues, 
and magnified God ; and after they had been baptized 
they prayed the apostle to tarry with them. Acts 10 : 
33, 46-48. 

Lydia and her household invite some attention. Acts 
16: 13-15,40. The more judicious Pedobaptist divines 
have honestly acknowledged that no certain argument 
can be drawn from this transaction in favour of infant 
baptism: for, as it. has been observed, none has ever 
proved that Lydia was a married woman,. or had a 
husband then living. The contrary is more probable, 
because she had come from Thyatira, a distance of about 
300 miles, to sell purple at Philippi. And if she was a 
married woman, it cannot be proved that she had any 
children ; and if she had any, it cannot be proved that 
any of them were in a state of childhood or infancy ; 
and if she had any infants, it is not at all likely she 

7 



Digitized by 



Google 



T4 S8SATS OK BAPTISif. 

woqU ba¥« brouglit ihen wilk hei all tlial distenoe. 
Be»ide», k is erid^Bt, fipom ret, 40» that ker hotmekold . 
consisted of pevsoas wlio axe called ** kretkren,^ and 
stood in need of eonsolation. In confirmation of these 
ideas, the reader will please to attend to the opinion of 
some of our Pedobaptist hrethroiK 

Assmtihly ofDmoMS : ^* And entered wto the hmtse of 
LydiUy dottblleee to confiym them in the faith which 
they had preached to ibem ; Lydia and mbrs, hearing of 
their miraculous deHv^ance^ eo«ld not bm be eemferied 
and confiriped in the tmlh.** Annot, on Acts 1^ : 40. 

Br, Whitby : '^ And when she and those of her houses 
hold were instructed in the Christian faith, and in the 
nature of baptism required by it, she was baptized, and 
her household." Paraphrase of the place. 

Limborch : '* An undoubted argument, therefore, can- 
not be drawn fh)m this instance, by which it>niay be 
deinonstrated that infants were baptized by the apostles. 
It might be that aH in her house were of a mature age ; 
who,, as in the exercise of a right understanding, they 
believed, so they were able to make a public profession 
of that faith wheft they received baptism." Com. in loc. 

We notiee, in the last place> the baptism of the Philip- 
pian joifer and his household^ Acts 16 : 29-34. Had I 
not been mys^ff Minded by prejudice, I should think it 
almost incfedible that any one could read these verses 
and suppose that an infant was included in the number 
baptized in this family ; since it is* expressly declared 
that the apostles spake the word of the Lord, not only to 
him, but also to aU that were in his house ; and that the 
jailer rejoiced, beiiemhg^ in God with aH his house. 

I have been credibly informed that a Pedobaplisi 
brother, in a sermo» lat^y delivered, attempted to pi^e 
that thefaiihof aparent entitled his infants to baptism; 
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f<Nr, sdd be, ** Um jailer otdf was dkwQted to believd, and 
yet 410 Ms wena baptised.'' Is Biy bretlMr awara how 
far this mode of reasoning would lead him? .Suppose 
that a meoifoer of hta ehiurch should requeai him to 
baptise his unbelieyiag wifp, aevend children, and some . 
unbelieving servants ; could he refuse ! Might not the 
nian justly plead, *' Sir, 3roa have Uught ne to reason 
thus : the apostolic example must be followed. By this 
examine we are infooned that, the maater of a femily 
professing faith, his $miir4 hous^hM were bi^i^Used with 
him. But his ad ult offspring and his domestics, whether 
converted or not, were pari of the household, and, eon- 
sequently, were baptized. Therefore, as I, the master 
of my family, have been baptised and made a professiotti 
my wife, my childreHf and my sen^amts also are entitled 
to baptism, whether they be eon verted or not." I leave 
.my brother to answer whether he would comply with 
such a request. To build infant foaptisQi on such proofs 
is exceedingly dangeroMd and pernicious. For, upon the 
same princif^e, and from the self same passage, it wou^d 
follow that the eternal happiness of all that were in the 
jailer's house was secured because of his faith only ; 
for the apostle said to him Only^ " Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shak be saved, and thy hou$€ :** 
yet, as fallacious aiid erroneous as this argument is, still 
it is not f>^«>i fcHT 9t»h9p Horsey and others have te%y 
soned in the same manner. For instance ; Mr* Blake^ a 
noted advocate for infant baptism, speaks thus ; *' We 
have examples not to be conteoNBed of the baptifeing 
whole households ; and^ whether infanta were there or 
IK>, as it is not certain, though probable, so it is not 
material. The precedent is a household. He that 
foUoweth the precedent must baptize hou^holds. It 
appears not that any .to^ was there ; yot he that follow* 
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eth the precept must baptize wives ; snd so I ma3r say 
servants, if they be of the household." In TomMs 
Examin,y p* HI. 

The most eminent of our Peidobaptist dtrines, how- 
eveY, have acknowledged that the jailer's household wss 
composed of frcZtev^^ only. 

Calvin : '* Luke commends the pious zeal of the jailer, 
because he dedicated his whole bouse to the Lord ; in 
which also the grace of God illustriously appeared, be- 
cause it suddenly brought the whole family to^ a pious 
eonsentJ^ Comment, in loc. 

Mr. Henry : *' He rejoiced, believing in God with aM 
his house. There wa^ none in his (the jailer's) house 
that refused to be baptized, and so made a jar in the 
harmony ; but they were unanimous in embracing the 
gospel, which added much to the joy." Expos. Acts 
16 : 34. Thus, dear reader, we have examined aU the 
instances of household baptism mentioned in the New 
Testament ; and I agr^e with the judicious Mr. lAm* 
horch, himself a Pedobaptist : " The argument is of no 
force, and good for nothing."* See Essay III., p. 65. 
We will, therefore, proceed to the 

III. Third sanction pleaded for infant baptism, derived 
from our Lord's conduct to children, recorded Mark 10 : 
14. '* Suffer little children to come unto me, and 
ibrbid them not; for of such is the kingdom of God.** 
Matt. 19 : 14. 

The reader will please to notice that not a word is 
said in the whole of this transaction respecting bap- 
tism ; nor could these children have been brought to 
Christ for that purpose ; for he baptized no person what- 
ever ; John 4 : 2 : and if the discii^es had been in the 
habit of baptizing infants, they would no more have 
rebuked those that bcought them than our Pedobaptieie 
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would do. Betides, We ere exp r eee ly lafofBied thai tbey 
were bioaghl lAol Okn§t migki ioitek ikem. Tide wee 
doBo, aoi in obedienoe to a religioue inalittitioDy Irat in 
eonfonnity with the nimal ooaloni of the Jewa ; Un^ ia 
imitation of Joe^h having brought hie two eone to Jaooh 
tobleea them, so, whenereir a petson of renown for leam^ 
ing, pie^, dec, arrires in a plate eren at the present 
day, parents and guardians bnng their children to him 
to receive a blessing from hie hands. This argnment, 
therefcHre, like the former, has long been abandoned by 
the most' learned and pious of our opponents. Thus 
Poole's Contimtators : ^ We must take heed we do not 
found iafont baptism upon the example of Christ in this 
text ; for it is certain hedid not baptise these children.'* 
Atmoi. m Matt« 19 : 14. 

Dti Doddridge: ^'I acknowledge, these words of 
themselves will not prove infant baptism to be an instito* 
lion of Christ." In lot. 

Mr. Burkki : '* They were hrtwght unto Jesus Christ, 
but for what end ? Npt tdv baptize them, but to bless 
them." Expos. NoUs on the places '* We must take 
heed we do not found infant baptism upon the example 
of Christ m this v&A ; for it is certain that ho did not 
baptise these dnldren* Mark only satth^ ho took them 
in his arms, laid hni hands on them, and blessed them. 
The argument for iafaot; baptism from this text is found* 
ed upon his words uttered om this ocossion, and not upon 
his praetioo." PoMs CkminuAtors, 

Fourikfy. Having exmnined the argumeuts gemrMf 
adduced in £kvo«f of inf&m baptism, I will nciw, in the 
fourth place, invite your attention to that particidMr 
argument more frequentif and nmre confidently relied 
upon as a divine sanction for their practice, viz., ai^dogy 
ifgtweM the Old and New Testameni dispensations. 
7* 
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But*«]lowilie to assure the reader that itia die moat 
difficult part of the whole aubject ; not haeauae of the 
atrength of the argunieiit, but becanae aoeh ia ihe rarietjr 
and oppoaite nature of the^iniona by which ft ia iltia- 
trated and aupported, that it leada into a labyrinth with- 
out a ray of light irom the rolume of divine revelation. 
- 1 have, however, endeavoured, in the moat conacien* 
tioua and faithful ittanner, to unite and compriae the 
anbatance of what haa heen advanced, and will ezpreaa 
it thus : 

" Religion ia the aame in all agea, and differs only in 
the. outward mode or diapenaation : the privileged of thd 
Christian dispensation, it ia allowed on all aidea, are 
auperior to Uiose of the Old Testament ; but junder the 
Old Testament dispensation children were interested 
in those privileges, and circumciaion was the sign and 
seal thereof; therefcnre the children of believera under 
the New Testament dispensation must be intereated in 
the aame, and baptism is the sign and seal thereof; and 
if it were not so, we should expect to find an aOEpreaa 
law excluding them." 

Aa this proposition conaiata of many members, it will 
b« necesaary to diasect it, for the better examination of 
^em, to see how far ace agree or differ To the firat 
two particulars we can have no objection ; but before 
we can decide on the third, viz., that " under the Old 
Testament children were intereated in thoae privilegea, 
and circumcision was the sign and aeal thereof,^ we 
ought to^LUow the nature and extent of those privileges. 
'We are told by Pedobaptiata " that the children were 
membera of the tovenant and of the Jewish ehurchi and 
were, consequently, entitled to the blessings promised, 
in the former and the privileges enjoyed in the latter ; 
and thar, as iiaptiam haa come in the j^ace of circum- 



Digitized by 



Google 



E88AT III.] AROITM^NTS EErUTED. TO 

cision, anA the Ghristiaii'' church being odty a coiithiiUH 
tion of the Jewish church, therefore children of bdierere 
are entitlod to the blessings of the co^nant and the Jni* 
v]Ji0ges of the chnrch." . The reader will eaaBy perceire 
that this answer, instead of explaining the nature and 
extent of the blessings and privileges, rather obscures 
the subject, and leaves it in still greater uncertainty aftd 
confusion. For, as the Scripture speaks of two covenants 
made with Abraham, we must inquire into the nature of 
each, to see how far children 'were interested ; and 
whether the children of Christians and of Jews are 
entitled to the same privileges. We must also inquire 
whether there ever was such a thing as a Jewish church, 
and, if there were, how far the Christian church is con« 
nected with it. 

I will, therefore,' endeavour to give ar Scriptural atate- 
ment of these subjects ; and then show that the senti^ 
ments of our Pedobaptist brethren are inconsistent with 
such statement. 

It appears from the sacred volume that Abraham wa« 
peculiarly favoured with the knowledge of, and interest 
in, two covenants. The former is generally styled the 
*' Covenant of Grace," i. e., the way of salvation 1^ 
grace, to distmguish it from the covenant made wiiH 
Adamj commonly called "the Covenant of WoriCB.'' 
This covenant of grace was revealed to our first parents 
immediately after the fall, in the promise that the iseed 
of the woman should bruise the head of the serpent ; 
and its nature was explained by the immediate institu- 
tion of sacrifices. Gen. 3: 15,21.* 

When Jehovah was pleased to call Abr^am from Ur 
of the Chaldees, from the worship of idols, to serve the 
true God, he made an additional reveli^n concerning 
* iSm-. my JoMph and Beojamiii, voL Si 
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tint covenant, yix., that the Mediator of tlie coveaanl, 
or tlie Messiah, should descend from him. Atd AWa^ 
ham *' beliered in the Lord^ and He connted it unto him 
for righteousness." Gen. 15 : 6. Hence he became 
the " father of aU them that believe/' whether Jews ov 
Gentiles. Rom. 4 : 4-12. To make it imfiossible for 
any of my Presbyterian brethren even to saspect a niis-< 
representation of the nature of this covenant, I will do* 
scribe it in the language of their own confession of faith« 
^ The covenant <^ grace was made with Christ as the 
second Adam, snd with him all the elect as his seed.** 
Gal. 3: 16. I8a.59:21. Zech.6:13. Luke 22; 29. 
2 Sam. 23 : 5. Rom. 5 : 15, &c. <* The grace of God 
is manifested in the second covenmit ; in that he freely 
prevideth and offereth to sinners a Mediator, and life and 
salvation by him, and requiriqg faith as the condition to 
interest them in him, promisedi and giveth his Holy 
Spirit to all his elect, to work in them t)iat faith with all 
other saving graces." Gen. 3 : 15. Isa. 63:6. John 
6 : 27. 1 Tim. 2:5. 1 John 5 1 U, 12. John 3 : 
16. Prov. 1 : 23; 2 Cor. 4 : 13- Gal. 5 : 22, 23. , 
Larger CeteMsmy Questioiis 31, 32. 

Heiethe reader will please to observe that the sub' 
jeets of this covenant are the eleci ;\lhiit they become 
interested in this covenant hj faith; itt$X this faith b 
wrottght in them by the Holf GhMt ; and that the Holy 
Ghost is promised and given to them : henoe the salva^ 
tion of the elect la setured by the premise of God ; and 
it is, theiefbre, impossible tiiat one ctf them interested 
in this covenant shall ever perish. Again, it ie also 
secured by the intereessien of Chfia: for we are in- 
formed ^ Christ raakstb intercession by his appealing 
in onr natore continually before th« iPalber in heaven, 
in the merit of hia obedtence and sacrifice on earth ; 
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declaring his will to have it applied to all beliereta." 
Heb. 9 : a4 ; 1 : 3. John, 17 : 9, 30, 24. Ibid., qneat^ 
55. Now, as the Father heareth him always, tihe mm^ 
of his obedience and sacriice mnst be applied to them. 
The blessings procmed by the merit of Clffist are, *^ re- 
demption and all other benefits of the covenant of grace." 
Heb. 9 : 12< 1 Cor. 1 : 30. Ibid., quest 57. An- 
other benefit belonging to the subjects of this cofenant 
is, that *< they are spiritually and mystically, yet really 
nskdtnseparably, joined to Christ as their head and bus* 
band." Eph. 2:^-8. I Cor. 6 : 17. John 10 : 
28. Eph. 5 : 23, 30. 

Once more, we are t<^d that ** the subjects of this 
oOYenant cannot fall away irom the state of grace." 
*' True believers, by reason of the unchangeable love of 
God, and his decree and covenant to give them perse- 
verance, their inseparable union with- Christ, h» con- 
tinual intercession for them, and the spirit and seed of 
QoA abiding in them, can neither totally nor finally fall 
away from the state of grace, bjat are kept by the power 
of God, through faith, unto salvation." Ibid., quest. 79. 
Thus it appears that all the subjects of this covenant 
will be saved with an everiasting salvation. 

When Abraham was seventy-five yezxs old he re- 
ceived the covenant of ^oee. Twenty-four years aAer 
that the Lord was pleased to make a covenant with 
him, called the Covenant of Circumeision^ the charter of 
which reads thus : <^ And when Abram was mnetyyean 
old and ninej the Lord appeared to Abramf and scdd unto 
himj I am the Ahmghty Qod ; walk before me, and he 
thou perfect. And I will make my covenaat between me 
and thee; and wUl muUiphf thee exceedingly. And 
Abram fell an Ms face : and Ood talked with himy saying'^ 
As for me^ behoU my covenant is with thee^ and thou 
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shali be a ffUher of fftony naiwM. NtUhet $h^U 4hp 
name any more he caUei Abrom; but thy name ehali b4 
Abraham : far a father if many naiiane have I made 
thee< And I will make thee exceeding fruitful^ anndl toUl 
$»ake natiane 4^ thee f and kings $ha4l came out ^ thee. 
And I wiU eetabUeh my covenant bettoeen me and thee^ 
and thy eeed after thee^ in tkdr generationsjfw <m eter^ 
lasting covenant ; to be a God unto thee^ and to thy seed 
after thee- And I wiU give unto thee^ and to thy veed 
after thecy the land wherein thou art a stranger y all the 
land of Canam^fw an everlasting possession ; and ^nll 
be their Ood- And Ood said unto Abraham^ Thou shak 
keep my covenant therefore, thou and thy seed after thecy 
in their generations. This is my covenant which ye shall 
keep between me and youy and thy seed after thee : Every 
man-child among you shall be circumcised. And ye shall 
circumcise the flesh of your foreskin ; and it shaU be a 
token of the covenai^ betwixt me and you. And he thai 
is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every 
man-child in yowr generations ; he that is bomin the house^ 
or bought with money of any stranger y which is not of thy 
seed* He that is born in thy housCy and he that is bought 
with thy money y must needs be circumcised : and mycovO' 
nant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. 
And the undrcumcised man-childy whose flesh of his fore* 
skin is not circumcisedy that soul shall be cut off 

FROM HIS F£OPLE ; HE HATH BROKEN MY COVENANT." 

Gen 17 : 1-14. From the tenourof this covenant, it is 
obvious that its subjects were Abraham and his natural 
seed in all their generations. The blessings promised 
them were all of a temporal nature, viz., that God would 
increase and multiply them exceedingly ; and bo their 
God in a peculiar sense, affording special protection, 
provision, direction, &c., and giving them a certain 
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desetibed tefritoiy for aft inheiitance. To tlos cormiftiii 
wa» annexed th* rite of einnmieiskm ao a ngu of canud 
deacent, a BMurk et natiooat ^tindion, and a Usken of 
interest in those tempond Mestiiig^ whicli were promised 
to Abraban. A neglect of tkiarite wss pwiit^ed with 
$9eammunieM4m. And, akhoogli ike iaheritattee was 
lestricted to the posterity of AJbraham, yet dl males thait 
belonged to his domestic estabtiahment must be eircQm- 
cised, withottt any regard to personal character, conduct, 
or faith. 

This statement of the covenant of cireumcision might 
be confirmed by many testimonies from the 'writmgs of 
some of the most eminem Pedobaptist ditiaeff. I will 
appeal to a few only. 

- Wiisius : ** Circumcisioii was the sign of a covenant 
with God, undoubtedly made with Abraham and his 
family only, exclnsiye of other nations, and a seal of 
those beaefita which he intended to be peculiAr to 
Abraham's posterity : and» thorefore, according to tMvine 
appointment, it was used to distinguish the seed of 
Abraham from th^ nations of the world. Whence the 
sons of Jacob thought it unworthy the dignity of their 
lamify th^ thieir sister ahonld be given in marriage to 
one that waaune^rcumciaed.^ EgfpUaceLj L. 3, ch. 6, ^ 5. 
, Catupofmnus : *' Tho covenant of circumcision is very 
cloeely eonaected with the pvoinise of multiplying Abra? 
ham's posterity ; of bestowing on them a large country ' 
and very great honouvs ; and it ioas a mark of difference 
hy which tkey might he di^tinguiehed from ether naHons. 
Whence it followed that, the Jewish republic being 
abolished and Uw land of Canaan Iest,,lAt> eewnant 
eapiredM the same time. Nay, it by no means agreed 
to the times of the Meaaiahr, in which, adeordtng te the 
predictions of the prophets, the distinction between the 
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natural d«sceadanta of Abraham and other nationa bebg 
removed, both became one people ^under the Meaaiah, 
and afterward were to have all thmga common." Ap- 
parat. Hist., Crit, Antiq., Sac. Annotat., p. 605. I 
cannot conceive from what premiaea the author drawa 
-hia conclution, that the covenant of circumciaion haa 
expired. " Because the Jewish republic being aboliahed, 
therefore the covenant expired at the same time." Let 
it be observed that the Jewish nation did not become a 
republic till four hundred years after the covenant of 
circumcision had been established ; and, as it existed 
before that of a republic^ so it may still be in force, 
although the relation of republic may have ceased. 
Again he says : " The land of Canaan being lost, therefore 
this covenant expired at the same time." Upon what 
authority does this author assert that the land of Canaan 
is lost ? because the Jews do not possess it ? Neither 
did they possess it while in Babylon ; yet it was not lost, 
for in due time they repossessed it, and in like manner, 
in due time, they will possess it again. " For the gifts 
and callings of God are without repentance." Rom. 
11:. 29. 

Hence circumcision, which is the seal and sign to 
the Jew of his right and title to the land of promise, is 
as faithfully practised by the Jews as a nation at this 
time as at any former period. Another, mistake this 
author makea, in confounding the believing and the 
unbelieving Jews. The former will cheerfully give up 
their title to the land of Canaan, seeking a better country, 
even a heavenly, and unite with believing Gentiles of 
every nation ; but the unbelieving Jews will return aa a 
nation to their own land in an ^ unconverted state, and 
remain as distinct from all other people until after their 
conversion as they have been for these many centuries. 
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From this ^Uda gtatteinent the candid reader will 
easily perceive that Abraham was interested in tw 
covenants, viz., the covenant of grace and the covenant 
of circumcision ; and that these covenants were entirely 
distinct in their nature, privileges, duration, and subjects. 
The want of keeping in view the distinction of these 
covenants has been the cause of inuch confusion. It 
has been justly observed by Dr. Cox, ** That neither he 
uat they (i. e., Dr. Wardlaw and his Pedobaptist bre- 
thren) can over find the passage in which the covenant 
•f circumcision is called the covenant of grace ; nor 
can they point out the teait wherein the temporal bless** 
ings given to Abraham. are mentioned in the cQvenant 
of grace ; nor can they show, if the terms were identic 
eal, how Melchizedek, Lot, uid others^ should be in» 
eluded in the covenant of grace, which none will deny*, 
yet were not in the covenant of circumcision ^ or how 
Ishmael and Esau should be in the covenant of circum^ 
cision, yet had no portion of the covenant of grace : 
BOr is it possible for them to obviate the difficulty, that^ 
if Abraham were the federal head of his natural and 
spiritual seed, or of the covenant of grace, and Christ 
is confessedly the head of the same covenant, there 
must be two heads of that covenant, having, in fact, as 
such, a conflicting title of superiority. It is the first 
and great mistake respecting the covenant itself that 
(>erplexes the whole subject, pollutes all the subsequeni* 
reasonings, and confounds together things which essen^ 
tially difier^" On Baptism, p. 134. We therefore 
ropeat the inquiry, viz. : What do our brethren mean 
when they say that children were interested in the 
covenant made with Abraham, and that circumcision 
was the sign and seal thereof ? They certainly cannot 

mean that all that were oircomcise^ were interested in 
8 
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die coTdaaat ^ graee ; for their own confenion of faitb, 
as we hare ehown, infomw ue that ell iotereeted in that 
eorenant will itertainfy be called, adopted, Jnettfied, 
aenctiiied, and glefified ; but midtitiidee who were eir^ 
cumciaed proTed, by their life and coaduot^ diat they 
had neither pan nor lot in these matter*, iiad, ^eveffNPe, 
were not interested in the covenant of grace. They 
sMst, then, mean the Goreoant of cirenmcieion ; be it so. 
But this covenant was tnede with Abraham imd his 
Hatnml posterity eisdusiwlf; and, whether it be abro- 
gated or not, itcertalnly can afford no argument in fkwonr 
of their opinion, that the infants of believera ate entitled 
to baptiski, and that baptism seals to them the blessings 
ef the covenant of grace, because the Jewish ehildrett 
were interested in the covenant of circumci^m If 
there were any propriety in such a mode of reasonings 
surely the descendants of Abraham might haive argued 
with greater propriety, that, ** as Jehovah was pleased 
to favour them with the blessings of a peculiar covenant^ 
ia which no others had any share, he would certainly 
not exclude them from the covenant of grace, which was 
for all nations/' Such, indeed, dear reader, seems to 
have been the foundation on which the carnal Jews 
rested their hope of salvation, that th^ had Ahrmkam to 
their father. 

Perhaps it will be said that the Jewish (Children must 
have been interested in spiritual blessings sealed to them 
by circumcision, because the apostle calls it *' a sign 
and seal of righteousness." In this garbled manner the 
passage is, indeed, frequently quoted ; but* the wfiolo 
verse reads thus : " And be received the sign ef eircum* 
eision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which ha . 
had yet, heix^guncircumcised ; that he might be the &they 
Hlf all them that believe^ though th^ be not eifcomcised ; 
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chat lighteoHsiieBs migkt be imputed unto them also." 
Rem. 4:11. 

If the reader will have the goodness to refer to his 
bible, he will find that this first verse is a part of the 
conclusion of a chain of arguments which commences 
at the beginning of the second chapter. The apostle, 
liayingin the first chapter shown thi^ the Gentiles were 
without a justifying righteousness, proceeds to show 
ihat the Jews, though circumcised, had no advantage in 
this reepect, viz. : that they could no more be justified 
by the deeds of the law than the Gentiles ; but that the 
only way of any sinner's justification at the bar of Jeho- 
vah was faith in the Messiah ; and this he proves from 
the example of Abraham, who himself was justified by 
faith before he had received the law of circumctnoa. 
Circumcision^ therefore, instead of being the procuring 
cause of gospel justification, was only a sign and seal 
to Abraham that he had already been justified by faith; 
for his implicit obedience to that positive law, which had 
nothing but the authority of the lawgiver for its recom- 
mendation, was a c<mviBcing evldendo of the purity^ and 
strength of his faith. And the reader. will }^ease to 
notice that this is the only place in the bible where 
circumcision is called a sign ^r seal of righteousness ; 
and that it was so to Abraham, and no other, Besidea, 
facts show that multitudes who were circumcised in the 
flesh have never been justified by faith. It is evident, 
therefore, that circumcision, though " a token^^ of timi- 
|K>ral blessing, yet was neither a sign nor a seal of spi- 
ritqal benefit to Jewish children. The inference, there- 
lore, thaA baptism is a sign and seal of spiritual Uessings 
to the childfeA of believing' Gentiles^ is without founda- 
tioAi and must fall of itself. 

fiiaside«» ibe Scriotures nowhere teach us that eithfr 



Digitized by 



Google 



88 ««SATS ON BAPTISS* 

circumcision or baptism is the seal of any covenant. 
The children of God are, indeed, sealed, not with bap- 
tism, but with the Holy Ghost ; not in mfancy^nor before 
they believed, but afterward. Eph. 1 : 13. 

On the supposition, that baptism is a seal of the cove* 
aant of grace, what is the consequence ? Why, instead 
of being an argument in favour of infant baptism, it would 
absolutely exclude infants from the solemn ordinance. 
With entire confidence, we submit the case to a jury 
selected from their own most eminent divines. But, 
instead of a foreman, let us hear several of ^e jurors 
express theif sentiments. 

The great Mr. Chamock : <* God seals no more thsm 
he promises, nor in any other manner than as he pro- 
mises. I^e promises only to faith, and, therefore, only 
seals to faith. Covenant gracei^, therefore, must be poe^ 
sessed and acted before covenant blessings can be rati- 
fied to us." Work^y vol. 2, p. 781. 

The pious Mr, Bradbury : " We call these two insti- 
tutions of the New Testament the seals of the covenant; 
but they never seal what you have not, nor can they seal 
anything you didnot." Duty and Doct, ofBap.^ 13. 

Mr, Hehden : <* Was circumciaion a seal of justifiea- 
tton or remission of sins to such as Abraham was, or 
aineere believers ? So is baptism now." Baptismal 
regenerate disproved, p. 50. 

Calvin: *' Baptism is, as it were, the appendix of 
feith, and, therefore, posterior in order ; and then, if it 
be administered without faith, of which it is a seal, it is 
both an injurious and a gross profanation." Com. in 
Acts 8 : 36. 

Hence it appears th&t the jury is perfectly agreed 

:« thatinfants are not proper subjects for baptism, and that 

it would bo " an injurious and gioss profanation " to ad« 
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nunister it to them. And who can disapprove their prii^ 
ciples and arguments ? God seals only what he pro- 
mises ; he promises only to fkith, and that personaUy 
>»noC by proxy, such as parents and other sponsors^ 
(see BratUmrf;) but inftints cannot believe, therefcne 
they hare no right to the seal. 

But it is hi|^ time to proceed to the consideration of 
the next part stated in the reply, viz. : That baptism has 
come in the place of dreumcision ; and that, as this rito 
was perf(»med on all ike mate posterity of Abraham, so 
baptism is to be administered to a22 the children of be« 
lievers. Notwithstanding the frequency of this asser- 
tion, and the great confidence placed in it, yet I cannot 
believe it, for want of evideace. ^ If Dr, Wardkmy'^ 
says Dr, Cosr, *' will point out any individual passage in 
the Scriptures, in Chnesis or in JRomoiu'*-ui Moses ot 
in Pond — ^where baptism is represented as substituted 
for circumcision, ' we will believe it J " On Baptism^ p^ 
1 49. When Mesis only added circumcision to the cere- 
monies of the law, it was by a divine command, and tho 
infant subject was i^ecified. Lev. 12 : 1-^. And when 
that right had been for a time neglected, Joshua did not 
presume even to require it, unt^ God directed him to do 
so. Joshua 5 : 2-9. How much less, then, can it bo 
supposed that any man, or class of men, fearing God^ 
would have presumed, mtbout his order, to substitute in 
die room of his institution a something else^ or something 
beating no resemblance to it; and, moreover, to extend 
this substitute to a description of subjects to which the 
original itself did not belong, i. e., to females ! Yet we 
hesitate not to affinn that no divine command (br, nor 
sanction of, such s«d>stititfion can be produced^ If, 
indeed, such a substitution was divinely authorized, 
most not the Apostle Paul have known it ? And Why, 
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Ihen, did he not avail himself of it when complained otf 
as he was, for teaching the Jews that they should not 
^cumeise their children ? AcU 21 : 21. Why did he 
not say, I teach them so because, baptism having come 
in the foom of circumcision, their ehUdren, instead of 
being circumcised, are to be baptized ? Again, undei 
the' law for circumcision, instances are recorded of its 
application to infants as well as to adults, (Gen. 21 : 4» 
Exod. 4 : 25. Luke 1 : 59 ; 2 : 21.) Upon the suppo- 
sition, then, of the alleged substitution, why is it that in 
aBi the New Testament there is not even a solitary in- 
stance of infant baptism upon r«c(»d 1 

I am aware that Col. 2 : 11, 12,.i» generally quoted 
aS; a prooil But let us read it : " In whom (Christ) also 
ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without 
hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by 
the circumcision of Christ : buried with him in baptism, 
"wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith 
of the operatiop of God." Does not the reader perceive 
that the persons here apoken of are adults, who believed', 
enortified the deeds af the- flesh, dfc,; and that this pas*- 
sage has, therefore, nothing to do wi& infant baptism ? 

Besides, does it follow that^ because there seems to 
be in these words a comparison between baptism and 
circumcision, tbesefore the one is come in the place of 
the other I We know that there was some similarity 
between Noah'» Ark and the ordinance of bapltism ; 1^ 
Pet 3 : 21. Do aj^ of our brethren) therefore, believe 
that the latter has come in the place of the firmer? 

The eminently learned Fe»6fntf, though a Pedobaptist, 
acknowledges ^' that the Scriptures nowhere affirm that 
baptism holds the place of circumciuon. Nor from that 
place of Paul, Col. 2 : II, 12, can anything else be in* 
fersed tlkan that the two aitcraments answer one anothes;; 
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Ibr it'iff not there asserted in express words. The apos- 
tle simply asserts in those wprde that baptism answers 
to spiritual circumcision." Diss. Saerm^ L. 2, ch. 19^ 
§6,7. 

Besides, wherein does the striking similaritj or ana- 
logy consist ? There are no doubt a few particulars in 
which baptism may be compared to circumcision, but 
there is a strikiog dissimilarity in very many of the most 
important parts. As we have shown before, that the 
covenant of grace and the covenant of circumcision dif- 
fered essentially-in ^ature, subjects, promises, and dura- 
tion; so likewise do the ordinances of baptism and 
circumcision difier. Circumcision was a bloody and 
painful ceremoi^y ; baptism is the immersion of a person 
in water, a» a solemn religious ordinance, administered 
to such as beUeve in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. The subjects of the one 
are only mdU children eight days old ; the subjects of 
baptism are not infants, but <* both men and women " 
capable of making a credible profession. The* design 
of circumcision was chiefly to keep the descendants of 
Abraham a distinct people from all other nations ; bap* 
tism is to be administered to believers of every nation 
without exception. 

The defect of this analogy has been acknowledged 
by not a few Pedobaptisft divines. Cattenburgh: 
^ Though apparently there is a great similitude be- 
tween drcumcisioB and baptism, yet it does not thence 
follow that this comes in the place of that; because^ oir 
the same principle, a person might argue that bread and 
wine in the sacred supper ^succeeded in the place of 
manna and of water from the rock. * Is it to be believ^, 
on supposition of this assertion i^oncerning baptism being 
admitted^ that John the Baj^tist, in his preachiiig, wodd 
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not hare signified something of this kind ; and that our 
Lord himself would not have taught his disciples ccm- 
cerning such an appointment ? We may add, when so 
sharp a controversy was agitated about circumcision, 
(Acts 15,) not so much as a title occurs relating to 
such a succession ; which, nevertheless, on that ocea- 
sion, ought principally to have been mentioned. Far^ 
ther, besides the difference of circumstances mentioned 
by the learned Xtm^^cA, and that most evident argument, 
none but male children were eireitmei^ed, therefore the^ 
only are to he baptized: others add, circumcision was 
performed by a knife, but baptism is administered in 
water. The circumcision of in&nts was urged by the 
Lord with such great rigour that Moses himself was 
threatened with destruction for its neglect, Exod. 4 : 
24 ; and, fathers neglecting that rite, it #as lawful for 
mothers to circumcise their sons, Exod. 4 : 25, which 
die reformed prohibit to women, or do not permit in 
regard to baptism. Cireumcisioik was not performed in 
the name of any one as baiptism is, in the name of the 
Father t and cf the Son^ and of the Holy Ghost. Cir- 
cumcision was performed upon one member only*;, 
whereas in baptism the whole body is ordered to be 
immersed. Principally,, circumcision was a dtscrimi^ 
noting mark of the Jews from other nations ; wherea» 
baptism tends to unite all nations in one body." Spi-> 
cileg. Theolog., L. 4, ch.: 64, ^ 2, 22. See large ex- 
tracts to the same purpose, from Venema^ Limbofek^ 
and others. Booths Ped. Bap. Eotam^ vol. 2, ch. 4, ^ 3^ 
I call not in question the sincerity of our Inrethren i» 
professing to believe ** that the Christian church is a 
continuation of the Jewish church, and riiat baptism has 
come in the place of circumcision, and, therefore, infants 
have aright to baptism;" but where is their consistency f 
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Upon their principle they are bound by the law of God 
to baptize every man-child, whether parents are believers 
or unbelievers. It is also an act of disobedience to God 
to baptize before the eighth day, or delay baptism be- 
yond it. They must also baptize the man-servant bom 
in the house or bought with money : God has not re- 
leased them from this obligation ; and they cannot, with- 
out contempt of the law, baptize a female. They must 
also admit infants into church membership, as all Jewish 
children were received into the Jewish church, (con- 
gregation ;) and they must receive all baptized persons 
without any profession of repentance and faith, or what- 
ever may be their moral character to partake at the 
Lord's table : an exclusion of the baptized, though they 
may be manifestly destitute of true godliness, will be 
contrary to the covenant of circumcision. 

I hope the reader will pardon my dwelling so long on 
this argument of our brethren ; but, as this doctrine of 
analogy is so frequently and so confidently appealed to, 
I considered it due to truth to show its fallacy. I will 
add only one or two particulars more, and then proceed. 

It has already been shown (Essay I., p. 28) that, in 
the observance of a positive institution, we are to be 
guided by the express law o( the instituttoti. Baptism 
is a positive institution ; therefore its own law is to be 
the rule of our conduct, and not analogy. Such is the 
acknowledged sentiment of many Pedobaptist divines. 
In addition to those already cited in the first Essay, I 
will quote one more. Jiff. Ball : " In whatever thef 
(circumcision and baptism) agree or difii^r, we limst 
look to the institution, and neither stretch it wider nor 
draw it narrower than the Lord has made it : for he is 
the institutor of the sacraments, according to his own 
good pleasure ; and it is our part to learn of him, both 
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to ^ham, how^ B,nd far what end the sacraments are to be 
administered ; how they agree and wherein they differ. 
In all which we must affirm nothing but what God hath 
taught us, and as he has taught ua." In Mr. Tomhes- £«*> 
am., p. 23. Besides, to argue from analogy, our brethroR 
tell us, is of very dpubtful and uncertain authority. Dr. S. 
Clarke^ speaking of the analogy of baptism and circura- 
cision, says : " Whether this analogy be rightly drawn 
or no, and be a suffieient and adequate foundation for 
what has been built upon it, is a controversy.'* Ser,^ 
vol. 1, ser. 38, p. 241, fol. ed. 

Lard Brooke : " The analogy which baptism now hai| 
with circumcision in the old law is a fine rhetorical 
argument to illustrate a point weU proved before ; but I 
somewhat doubt whether it be proof enough for that 
which some would prove by it ; since, besides the rast 
difference in the ordinances, the- persons to be circum- 
cised by the positive law are so express that it leaves 
no place for sCruple. But it is far otherwise in baptism, 
where all the designation of persons fit to be partakers, 
for aught I know, is only such as bbltsvb : for this is 
the qualification that, with exactest search, I find the 
Scripture requires in persons to be baptized ; and this it 
seems to require in all such persons. Now, how in-, 
fants can be properly said to believe, I am not yet fully 
resolved.'* Discourse on Episcopacy^ ^ 2, ch. 7, p. 97. 

Nay, let our brethren but for a moment lose sight 
of infant baptism, and they will most loudly exclaim 
against the doctrine of analogyp and show with the . 
greatest facility how it has opened a floodgate to errors 
and superstitions. 

" If it be once granted to the doctors of the Romish 
Communion," sa3rs Vitringa, " that the order and wor- 
ship of the gospel church are cijufQanftble to those of 
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thd Jewish ^onomy, {to hihieh tke Papists akoays hok 
fir the ekirf support of ^ieir numerous errors,) th«y wOl 
plambty defend tlie whole of their ecclesiastical polity .'^ 
De Sfhog. Vet.y pp. 15« 16. 

Mr, Tombes has observed : *Mt is the oommon com- 
plaint of Protestants and anti-prelatists that, in imitation 
of ths Jews, under pretence of analogy, a new-named 
Judaism has been brought into the Christian church.'^ 
Anti-pedobap., Part IS, p, 17. It is fVom this rery fruit* 
fill source, analogy, that the Papists endeavour to prove 
the lawfulness of women baptizing in cases of aiqnoved 
necessity, because the wife of Moses performed the rite 
of circumcision on her son ; that the charch of Christ 
should have a %>is%ble Head, because the Jewish ofaiirch 
had aliigh priest ; that the true church must be infaHi" 
hie, because the ancient high priest, by consulting Urim' 
on certain occasions, delivered oracles ; and that there 
must be seven sacraments, because the number seven 
makes a conspicuous figure in the Hebrew ritual, ^c. 
The English Episcopalians have tenaciously retained 
tibia doctrine of analogy to sanction the establishment 
of a national church, the strict alliance between the 
chmrch andjhe state, the divine right' of tithes for the^ 
support of Christian ministers, Canonical habits, their 
holydays, &c. 

" Whence is it," says the venerable Mr. Booth, " ex- 
cept on the same foundation, that Christian ministers 
assume the character of priests, call the Lord's table an 
altar, and the holy supper a sacrifice ? On what princi- 
ples but those of Judaism do people plead for sumptu- 
ous places of worship, and the consecration of them ; for 
alternate singing and various amusing ceremonies in 
public devotion ? Whence id it, exc^ept on principles 
, peculiar to the anient theocracy, that any plead for the 
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iDterference of citnl nuigistraies in affairs tbat are ptirelf 
religipus, and for the persecution of real or of suspected 
heretics ! These and other particulars are defendedt 
if defended at all, by Scripture, on the appointments, 
privileges, and laws of Judaism ; for the kingdom of- 
Christ not being rftkis v>orld, the New Testament knows 
nothing of them. Thus the constitution and goremm^nt, 
the order and worship of the gospel church are degraded 
and corrupted, to make them agree with the Mosaic 
economy : as if the Christian church were in a state of 
minority, like that of the Jews ; as if the disciples of 
Christ were to be amused with ceremonious pomp and 
eamal ordinances^ with beggarly elements and puerilitiesi 
as were the descendants of Abraham before the time of 
reformation. Gal. 4: 1-11, 21-31. Heb. 8: 6-13; 
9 : 9, 1 0. Few mistakes in theology have, indeed, either 
so extensive or so pernicious an influence upon thp 
church and worship of the New Testament as those 
which tend to confound the Christian church with the 
Jewish synagogue." Pedoh, E<t. 2, p. 263. 

Dear reader, I have now at considerable length shown 
that the assertion, that baptism has come in the place of 
circumcision, is without any proof, and, therefore, we 
cannot believe it. But there are other reasons which 
might be stated at large. I will only name them. If 
baptism had come in the place of circumcision, why 
were they both in practice at the same time ? Why did 
Paul circumcise Timothy after he had been baptized ? 
Why did they not settle the sharp controversy about 
circumcision by telling them that baptism came in its 
place; and that, when the substance has come, the 
shadow is no more needed ? Since our brethren are so 
certain that baptism came in the place of circumcision 
by divine appointment, we can scarcely suppose that the 
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apostles and the apostolic churches were ignorant of this 
change : their silence, therefore, oa such important 
occasions, would be unaccountable. We conclude, 
dierefore, that infantjbaptism was not known in the days 
of the apostles, nor the succession of baptism in the 
place of circumcision. 

We now proceed to the examination of the next 
assertion, VIZ., that the Christian church is a continua- 
tion of the Jewish church ; and, therefore, die children 
of pious parents are members of it, as the Jewish 
children were under the Old Testament. 

To show the fallacy of this proposition, I shall 
endeavour to describe the nature and character of the 
church of Christ, or the New Testament church ; and 
the reader will be able to judge whether there was .such 
a church under the Old Testament or not. 

Our first inquiry is into the meaning of the tenn 
church. The Greek noun eeclesia in the New Testa- 
ment, rendered by our translators church, is derived from 
the verb eccdUo, which signifies ** to call out, to call forth, 
(0 summon." . Hence the simple and plain meaning of 
the noun is, " an assembly of people called together," 
without any reference to the qualifications of the persons 
assembled, the design for which they are collected, or 
the means by which the meeting has been effected. 
Hence the word is applied to a riotous mob, collected 
without authority, Acts 19 : 32, 41, to an assembly con- 
vened by the authority of a civil magistrate^ Acts 19 : 
39 ; for a congregation, i. e., a number of persons meeting 
together for the purpose of worshipping God, similar to 
our congregations, consisting partly of such as have 
made a public profession of religion, and others who 
have not. Heb. 2: 12. This passage is a quotation 
from Ps. 22 : 22, where it is, " In the midst of the con- 
9. 
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gregation -will I piaise thee ;" and in rer. 25 it is the 
great congregation, i. e., in the great asaemblyof the 
Jews in the temple at Jerusalem, where there was a 
mixture of good and bad. Acts 13:1. 1 Cor. 4 : 17 ; 
14 : 4, 19, 28, 35. But in the New Testament it is used 
in a religious sense ; for the iniisihle church, i.-e., the 
elect of God, ** the general assembly and church of the 
first-bom, which are written in Hearen." Heb. 12 : 24* 
Acts 20 : 28. Eph. 1 : 22 ; 5 : 24, 25, 27. Col. 1 : 18, 
24, &c. This is the church which Christ has purchased 
with his own blood ; this is the bride which he loved, 
and gave himself for her. It is called the invisible 
church because its members are invisible to us ; seeing 
it includes all that have already gone to glory, or are now 
scattered over the earth, or shall yet be bom. This 
church commenced with the first believer, and has 
continued hitherto, and will do so till the last of the 
elect shall be brought to glory. 

It is used for the visible church, i. e., an assembly of 
persons who bad united with each other as a society 
sAer giving satisfactory evidence of possessing, those 
qualifications required by the great Head of the church. 
Acts 2; 47; 14: 23,-27; and, because the admission 
and reoeption of each individual member into the society 
"was in an open and public manner, it is called the visible 
church. The reader will now perceive that the mere 
term eeelesia in the original, and the word chutch, by 
which it is often translated in the New Testament, 
leave it undetermined whether we mean a congregation, 
or the church invisible, of the visible church. Our 
present business is neither with the first nor the secmid, 
but with the last. I shall, therefore, proceed to describe 
the nature and constitution of the visibh church. From 
the description akeady given of the visible church, it i* 
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evident that certain qualifications were required in each 
indlndual before he could be admitted a member. 

These^I conceive, may be comprised in the following 
particulars, including all others : 

1» Regeneration, or to be bom of God. 

2. A general knowledge and firm belief of the leadr 
ing doctrines of revealed religion. 

3* A determination, in dependance on the grace of 
God, to live a life of obedience to all the commandmenta 
of Christ. 

4. Submission to the ordinance of baptism. 

That such qualifications are required of a person be- 
fore he is admitted a member of a Chrisliaii church, or 
is permitted to partake of the Lord^-aupper, is abundant* 
ly acknowledged by our Pedobaptist brethren. Let the 
following extracts aufiice : 

The confession of Helvetia : '* A church, L e., a com- 
pany of tl^e faithful, called and gathered out of the world ; 
a communion, I say, of all aaints — that is^ of them who 
do truly know and rightly worship and serve the true 
God in Jesus Christ th» Saviour.*' 

Confession of Basil : '* We believe a holy Christian 
church — ^that is, a communion of saints — a gathering 
together of the- faithful in spirit, which is holy and the 
spouse of Christ, wherein all they be citizens which do 
truly confess that Jesus is the Christ,, the J^amb that 
taketh away the sins of the. world, and do show forth 
that faith by the worka of love.** 

Confession ^ the French Church: ''The church is 
a company of the Cftithful, which agree together in fol-* 
lowing the woxd of God and in embracing pure religion." 

Confession ofBelgim: ^ We believe and confess that 
there is one Catholic or nniversal dmrch/ which is the 
true congregation eit conqpany of all faithful Christians, 
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which do look for their whole salvation from Christ 
alone." 

Cof^essian of Augsburg : " To speak properly, the 
church of Christ is a congregation of the members of 
Christ ; that is, of the saints which do truly believe and 
rightly obey Christ." 

Confession of Saxony : ** The visible church, in this 
life, is a company of those which do embrace the gospel 
of Christ aiid use the sacraments aright." 

Confession of Sueveland : " The church or congrega- 
tion of Christ is the fellowship and company of those 
which addict themselves t6 Christ, and do altogether 
trust and rest in his protection. These only, if we will 
speak properly, are called the church of Christ and the 
communion of saints." 

Church of England : " The visible church of Christ 
is a congregation of faithful men, in which the pure word 
of Grod is preached and sacraments be duly administered, 
according to Christ's ordinance in all those things that 
of necessity are requisite to the same." 

Dr, Cotton Mather : «« A church, as the Greek name 
for it allows us to think, is to consist of a people eaUed 
out from the ways of sin by the powerful and effectual 
work of God upon their souls. Regeneration is the 
thing, without which a title to the sacraments is not to 
be pretended. Real regeneration is the thing which, 
before God,rendexs men capable of claiming sacraments ; 
and visible and expressed regeneration is that which, 
before men, enables us to make such a claim," In Mr-, 
Backus^ Church History of N. Eng,, voL 3, pp. 1, 2. 

Dr. Chauney: "The foundation part of a visible 
church is the credible profession of faith and holiness. 
It is men and women, not doctrine, that are the matter 
of a church ; and these professing the faith and prac-^ 
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tuing holiness. The members of ehurches are always 
called, in the New Testament^ saints, faithfitl^ believers : 
they were such that were added to the churches.** Pre* 
face to Dr, Owenrs True Natwre of a Gospel Ckurek. 

Mastriekt : '< A church is no other than a c(mgregah 
tion of men efficaciously called or converted to Jesus 
Christ." TheoL, L. 7, ch. 1, ^ 5. 

Anontfrnous: '^ Efery true, visiUe, particular church 
of Christ 10 a select company of p«ople, called and 
separated from the world and the false worship thereof 
by the Spirit and Word of God, and joined together in 
the fellowship of the gospel by their Own free and volun- 
tary consent, giving up themselves to Christ and to one 
another, according to the will of God.*^ Jerubbaal, p. 423. 
Mr. John Cotton : " The ehuveh is a mystical body, 
whereof Christ is the Head ; the mem^rs are saints 
called out of the world and uniled together into one con- 
gregation by a holy covenant, to worship the Lord, end 
to edify one another in all his holy ordinances." True 
Constitution of a Purtieular Church, p. L 

That eminently learned divine, Dr, Ridgley, in defi- 
ning the visible church, flfsys : ''A church is a number of 
visible professors, called to be saints, united together by 
consent, «id testifying their subjectioti to Christ. It is 
necessary that all the members thereof embrace the true 
religion, and, in particular, that they deny none of those 
fundamental articles of feith which are necessary to sal- 
vation. A mind rightly inftnmed in the great doctrines 
of the gospel, with a conduct of life answerable there- 
unto, is to be insisted on as a term of church commu- 
nion." SpeaJLing of the bond of church uniott, he saith : 
'' It is neither the profession of faith nor a conversation 
agreeable thereunto that constitutes a person a member 
of a particular. church ; for, according to the laws of 
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society, there must be a mutual consent to walk together, 
or have communion one with another in a// theordinances 
which Christ has established. As the materials of which 
a building consists do not constitute that building, unless 
thej are cemented and joined togedier ; so the imion of 
professing Christians, whereby they are joined together 
and become one body by mutual consent, is necessary 
to constitute them a church, as much as their professed 
subjection to Christ to denominate them a church of 
Christ." B. Z>., Quest, 52. I shall add only one quota- 
tion more. 

The pious Mr, Brawn says : '* The visible church on 
earth is a society of heUemng and holy persons, whom 
God, by the gospel, has called from among mankind to 
fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ. They are spi" 
ritual, formed by the Holy Ghost, through and for ordi- 
nances and sendees of a spiritual nature, and of men 
made spiritual, blessed with spiritual blessings, living 
on spiritual provisions, and built up a spiritual house for 
God. In order to be received into church fellowship, it 
is necessary that men profess their faith in Christ and 
obedience to him, and be apparently holy. 1. They 
must manifest no prevailing inclination to any kind of 
wickedness. 2. They must have escaped the cofrup- 
tion that is in the world through lust, and manifest a 
readiness to receive Christian reproof from neighbours 
or church rulers. 3. Having received tbe knowledge 
of the truths of God revealed in his Word, they must 
profess to esteem and love them. 4. In consistency 
with the habitual tenour of their practice, they must 
make an open and judicious profession of the subjection 
of their conscience to the authority of Christ in the 
gospely and of their readiness to yield obedience to all 
his institutions. The end of such persons uniting in 
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church fellowship ought to be, 1, the maintaiDing and 
exhibiting a system of sound principles. 2. The main- 
taining the ordinances of gospel worship in their purity 
and simplicity. 3. The impartial exercise of church 
government and discipline. 4. The maintaining and 
promoting holiness in all manner of conversation. The 
embracement or profession of nothing but what is really 
divine trutb, and tends to promote peace and holiness 
and order, ought ever to be made a term of admission to 
church fellowship. The forming church connexions 
upon this ground consists in mutual, judicious^ and can' 
did covenanting, express or implicit, with or without an 
oath, to make a joined profession of the faith of the 
gospel, and to walk together, each in his station, in the 
order of the gospel, as becomes saints." Nat, and Re* 
veahd Religion, 526, 527. 

From these few quotations, which might have been 
greatly multiplied, the candid reader will easily perceive 
that it is the opinion of our most eminent Pedobaptist 
diWnes that the members of the visible church must, 
1, possess certain qualifications to fit and entitle them to 
become members ; such as a new nature^ spiritual knoW' 
ledgcy faith in Jesus Christ j hoUness in hearty Kpy and 
Hfe; obedience to all Christ^s commandments^ and <le* 
votedness to his cause^ ^., ^c. 2. That they must 
actually join the church, by giving satisfactory evidence 
of their being possessed of the necessary qualifications, 
before they are considered members, and permitted to 
partake of the privileges of the visible church. 3. That 
the end of this union is altogether spiritual, viz., the 
honour of Christ, the extension of his kingdom, and the 
mutual edification of the saints. 

Such being the nature and constitution of the visible 
church, let us now search the Scriptures for its origin. 
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In- the Kiatory of the first period of the world, L e., fcom 
Adam to Abraham, we read, indeed, of aeveral indivi-* 
duals, such as Abel, Enoch, Noah, ice, who doubtlesA 
were interested in the covenant of grace, and members 
of the invisible church ; but there is not a shadow of a 
visible church to be seen. Nor is there any more evi^ 
dence of the existence of such a church in the second 
period, i.- e., from the call of Abraham to the giving of 
the law on Mount Sinai. True, we are certain that. 
Abraham, the father of the faithful, and many of his spi* 
ritual seed, belonged to the invisible church ; but wherer 
and when was the origin pf a society composed of spi- 
ritual members, admitting to their number none but such 
as possessed the qualifications described above. We 
are, indeed, told by almost every Pedobaptist writer 
that the visible church began in Abraham's family, when 
God gave him the covenant of circumcision ; and that 
every one who had the token of God's covenant in his 
flesh, whether regenerated or not^ was reputed a member 
of this church. . 

That Jehovah made such a covenant with Abraham 
for wise and holy purposes, has already been stated, (p« 
61,) and none does deny; but who can believe that it 
was the beginning of the visible church, seeing it essen* 
tially differed from it in native, privileges, design, dura- 
tion, and subjects. AU that can be granted is, that it 
was the first appearance of a typical representation of 
the visible church. 

I proceed now to search for the visible church in the 
third period of the world, i. e., during the Mosaic dis« 
pensation. Here, indeed, we meet with something like 
a visible church, but it is not the thing itself. It is a 
shadow, but not the substance. Soon after the children 
of Israel had come oat of Egypt, Jehovah was pleased 
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to enter with them into a coyenant, generally called the. 
Sinaitic covenant, which, in its nature, subjects, privi* 
leges, extent, design, and duration, differed but little from 
the covenant of circumcision, except that the one was 
made with Abraham and his natural seed as a family^ 
but the other as a natiany with the addition of laws and 
ceremonies suited to that dispensation, in which Jeho- 
yah was their political king, as well as the object of their 
national worship ; and both relations were typical of the 
New Testament dispensation, in which the Lord Christ 
is both the king of his church and the object of spiritual 
worship. In him, indeed, <' chrarch and state " are united, 
but they are both spiritual^ and not of this world. His 
church and state are one spiritual kingdom. I am per- 
suaded that the more a person examines the history of 
the Jews, the more he will be convinced that there was 
no such thing as a visible church among them, either 
^ during their journeying in the wiMemesa or after their 
settlement in the Land of Promise. Hence, the word 
church is never psed by our translators in the Old Tes- 
tament. The whole nation is invariably called " the 
congregation.^ And, as the Martyr Stephen^ Acts 7 : 
38, spake of the same assembly, our translators ought 
noMo have used the word church, but congregation.* 
This is he that was in the congregation in the wHdemess. 
This congregation was composed of all the descendants 
of Abraham that came out of Egypt, both adults and in- 
fants^ without any regard to their moral and spiritual 
state ; and Jehovah acknowledged all those for his people, 

♦ A similar instance of calling the eongregation of Israel a church 
we find in Heb. 2 : 13. •* In the midst of the church will I sing 
praise unto thee.'* This is a literal quotation from Ps. 23: 22, 
where oar trandators have it, •* In the midst of the congregation,** 
I soppose this was to favour the idea, that the Chrifti«D chorch is a 
continuation of the Jewish church. 
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and himself u their God, who petfonned an external 
obedience to his commandmeiitay even ihoogh in their 
hearts alienated from him. This congregation was per* 
petoated by a regular soceessipn of their natural off- 
spring, for every child was bom a member of it, and 
entttied to all its privileges ; and circumcision was a 
public token thereof. Hence, we never read of such a 
thing as a church meeting to examine a son of Abraham 
for membership, nor of an examinatioQ by a session for 
the purpose of ^ putting himself under their care." And, 
#hen a Gentile became a proselyte, nothing more was 
required of him than submission to circumcision, and to 
walk in external obedience, as required of the Isradites. 
Not a word is said about the necessity of regeneration, 
or the other qualifications required of the candidate 
of the church of Christ No doubt there were many 
true believers mixed with this congregation. These 
bdongedto thetavin'Mf church; but a fsisMe ekurek 
was not known in IsraeL Hence it is very evident that 
there is as great a difference between the Christian church 
and Jewish congregation, w national establishment, as 
there is between the covenant made with Noah and the 
covenant of grace. In the Jewish congregation all was 
carnal; in the Christian church all is spiritual ^^ The 
law was given by Moses, but grace and truth. came by 
J^sus Christ." John 1 : 17. '< My kingdom," saith 
Ae Redeemer, <' is not of this world." Now, if Christ"^ 
kingdom, or churchy be jipiritual, such must necessarily 
be its subjects. Hence they are members of the body 
of Christ, of which he is the Head ; and the members 
of the church which he has purchased with his blood, 
and are diaracterized as regenerate and holy ; bom of 
God, bom of the Spirit ; believers, disciples. Nothing; 
therefore, can be more clear than that to become a mem- 
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ber of this kingdom or church must be a personal act, 
and QOt by descent or proxy. No one can profess faith, 
put on Chiist, obey God, or perform a duty which is en- 
joined as a public expression and avovral'of any Chris- 
tian principle for another. 

This statement of the naiumal covenant, made with 
the whole house of Israel, is abundantly confirmed by 
our Pedobaptist writers. They clearly distinguish it 
from the visible church, bf^caliing it a comannstitution, 
composed of carnal worshippers in a worldly sanctuary, 
&c. ; but they perplex the subject by calling it a Jetoish 
church instead of congregaHon. The reader will atten- 
tively peruse the memorable words of the great and 
learned Dr. Owen ; " The institutions of the law were, 
in their nature, coma/, as our apostle declares, Heb, 7: 
16; 9: 10. Thesubjectof them all, the means of their 
celebration, were carnal things beneath those pure, 
spiritual acts of the mind and soul, which are of a more 
noble nature. And. as they were carnal, so they might 
be exactly performed by men of carnal minds, and were 
so for the most part. Regeneration is expressly required 
in the gospel to give a right and privilege unto an en- 
trance into the church or kingdom of Christ ; whereby 
that kingdom of his is distinguished from all other king- 
doms in and of the world, unto an interest, wherein never 
any such thing was required ; neither the church nor 
its privileges (being) continued and preserved, as of old, 
by carnal generation,^' On Heh. 7 : 11. Nature of 
Gospel Church, pp. 3, 17. The judicious Dr. Jennings 
informs us that ** the Jewish church was a divine estar 
blishment ; and all perscnus bom in the land of Israel, 
and of Jewish parents, being considered as members of 
it, were, therefore, bound to conform to its rites and 
worship : but is there a divine establishment of any 
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national church under thci gospel disjpensation t If the 
New Testament giyes us no other idea of the churches 
of Christ but their being voluntary societies, uniting 
under th^ laws of Christ for public worship and other 
purposes of religion, then is no man bom a member of 
a church." Jevnsh Atig,, vol. 2, pp. 62, 63. 

Mr. Arch. Hall : " The church is a spiritual society/ 
Her ordinances and services are spiritual. Thia consti- 
.tutes a grand and lasting distinction between the New 
Testament church and the church state of the Jews, 
whose ordinances were beggarly and their worship car- 
nal B.nd shadowy " Gospel Church, p. 18. Dr. Whitby: 
" No man is, indeed, a member of Christ's kingdom 
who is not truly regenerate." Note on John 3 : 3. Dr. 
Watts*s sentiment shall close this part of our subject : 
'' The bulk and multitude of the visible nation of Israel, 
which was the visible church, were generally great 
sinners ; and, with all their glorious titles of external and 
typical holiness and divine favour, they were inwardly 
wicked, and belonged really to the kingdom of Satan, and 
not to the invisible church of God." Jewish and Chris- 
tian Churches, Discourse 5. 

Having shown at length that the visible church had 
no ireal existence under the Old Testament, either in 
the Patriarchal, Abrahamic, or Mosaic dispensation, I 
might now point out the exact period of its commence- 
ment under the gospel dispensation. This, however, is 
not necessary at present. I perfectly agree with the 
learned Dr. Pierson, who fixes the day of Pentecost for 
its commencement. ''Our Saviour," saith he, ''first 
speaking of it, mentions it as that which then was not, 
but afterward was to be ; as when he spake to the great 
apostle, ' thou art Peter, and upon this rock / wtU build 
my church ;' but when he ascended into heaven, and the 
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Holy Ghost came down — wlien iPeter was made aii 
tDstnimeiit of the conversion of 3000 souls, which were 
added to the former disciples — then was thei^e a church ; 
for after that we read, * the Lord added to the vhttrch 
daily such ass should be saved.' " "On ike Vfeed, Mate. 
W: 18. Acts 1: 15; 2: 41,47; 4: 4; 8: 1. 

The reader, I trust, will now perceive that the Chris- 
tian church is not a continuation of a Jewish church, 
seeing there never was a Jewish church, but a mere 
Congregation, composed of a mixture of hearers, all pro- 
fessing to be Israelites, i. e., not Gentiles, as our con- 
gregations profess to be Christians^ and not Jew? nor 
Mabom'edans. Our brethren would be much nearer the 
truth if they should argue thus : AH Christian congrega- 
tions are but a continuation of the congregation of Israel ; 
but the Jewish children were members of the congrega*- 
tion of Israel, and entitled to all its privileges ; therefore 
the Christian children are also members of the congre- 
gation, and entitled to its privileges. But this would 
not entitle infants to the sacred ordinance .of baptism ; 
ibr it is acknowledged on all hands, that baptism is only 
to be administered to persons spiritually qualified for 
membership in the visible church ; but, from the descrip- 
tion we have given of it, it is evident that infants do not 
possess the requisite qualificatrons for memberstiip. 

Fifthhj, It is farther argued that infant baptism is an 
apostolical tradition; and, though the Scriptures are 
silent in the case, the uninterrupted tradition and usage 
of the church make up that defect. This argument of 
all others has the least weight with me. I dread it as a 
burned ' child dreads the fire. It was by the vaitl 
traditions received of the fathers that I was so long kept 
in ignorance of the truth as it is in Jesus. These tradi- 
tions are considered by the Rabbins of greater authority 
10 
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and utility than the Word of God itself. The former they 
eompare to wine, the latter .to water : and who knows 
not that the same principle has been adopted by the 
Roman hiercfrchs, as the sanction and authcdty of the 
innumerable errors in doctrine and practice so prevalent 
and so firmly believed in that denomination ? Besidesy 
H is abundantly acknowledged by all Protestants, (some 
Episcopalians excepted,) and was the ground of the refor- 
mation and non-conformity, that mere, tradition, without 
divine precept or Scripti£re example, i» no sufficient 
warrant either for doctrine or practice. 

Again,, the ground of this argument is as faUacioos as 
the argument is weak. Tradition concerning infant 
baptism has never been tra^ted a» far back as the apos- 
tolic age. It has been proved, and, 1 believe, beyond 
the power of contradiction, that Origen, who Nourished 
in the beginning of the third century, was the £rst who 
asserted infant baptism to be an apostolical tradition ; 
and it is equally acknowledged that Origen embraced 
several dangerous errors, and that his writings, translated 
by Ruffinus, were so corrupted that .the reader is ijery 
uncertain which is Origen^s or Ruffinus'. See thi» 
subject fully discussed by Danverse on Baptism, pp. 133— 
150. Booth, Pedoh. Exam., vol. 2, pp. ^7, 421. 

Dear reader, we have now examined all the argu- 
ments of our Pedobapti^t brethren in favour of infant 
baptism : and I most sincerely confess that the more I ex- 
amine this subject, the more I am convinced that there 
is no sanction for it in the Scriptures ; and that, there- 
fore, it must be displeasing in the sight of God. The 
objections against this Essay will be answered hereafter. 
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ESSAY IV. 
Immersion the only Scriptural Mode of Baptism, 

Having in the preceding Essays pointed out the 
proper subjects of baptism, I proceed now to show that 
immersion is the only Scriptural mode. 

My first argument is drawn from the signification of 
the word used by the sacred writers to express the act 
of this ordinance. The reader will please to observe, 

1. That in the Greek, b& well as in other languages, 
there are distinct words to express the variety of uses 
to whi^h water may be applied. Rhantizo, (froni 
tiiaino) to sprinkle ; ekckeo, to pour out ; lotto, td 
wash ; baptizo, (from bapto,) to immerse or cover in 
water or any other fluid. The latter of these, with its 
derivatives, is invariably used through the New Testa* 
ment in relation to this ordinance. If washing, pouring, 
«r sprinkling had been suflicient, it is certainly worth 
our inquiry, Why did the inspired writers always use 
one and the same word, acknowledged by all to signify, 
primarily and constantly, to immerse ? Now, as we 
never mean to sprinkle when we say to immerse, so 
when our blessed Lord said bapttzantes, immersing 
them, he did not mean rhantizantes^ sprinkling them. 

As it is by the meaning of wordd we judge of the 
nature and design of a law, the primary meaning of the 
words used in that law must be taken in interpreting it. ' 
This is a universal maxim. Hence, we are told by the 
learned Mr, Ferguson, "If men may be permitted to 
forsake the natural and genuine sense of words where 
ibB matier is ^capable of it^ they may, notwithstanding 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 12 E8SAT8 ON BAPTISM. 

their declaring themselves to belieye the gospel, yet 
believe nothing at all of the Christian faith. We are 
not to forsake the genuine and natural signification of 
words, unless there be the highest evidence that the author 
did otherwise intend them, saith the civil law. And, as 
Austin says, * the proper signification of words is always 
to he retained, unless necessity enforces us to expound 
them otherwise.^ Every Scripture expression, word, and 
phrase is to be taken properly, and according to its 
original and immediate meaning, if nothing of absurdity, 
nothing repugnant to faith, or disagreeable to the com- 
mon notions of mankind arise or ensue upon such an 
acceptation. There is no bounding of a roving fancy, 
which loves to sport itself with the ideas and phantasms 
itself has raised, without confining ourselves within the 
aforesaid limits. What better evidence can we have of 
the sense of a place than that, had an author intended 
such a meaning, he could have used no plainer expres- 
sion to declare it." Interest of Reason in Religion, 
pp. 328, 333, 462. 

Now, as the evangelists, in recording the commission 
of our Lord» (Matt. 28 : 19, and Mark 16 : 16,) doubt- 
less have used the words of Christ, and as the language 
is not a mere allusion^ to baptism nor Bn incidental use 
of terms, in which case words are often applied in a 
laxer sense ; but it is the institution of that ordinance— r 
it is divine law ; therefore the expressions contained in 
it must be understood in their natural and obvious 
meaning. 

2. That the word baptizein (rendered to baptize) 
signifies, primai:ily, to im^icrse, is acknowledged by all 
lexicographers, ancient and modem. Take the follow- 
ing : Stephanus, Baptizo, to dip or immerse. Scabula. 
Baptizo, to baptize, to dip or immerse as those thinga 
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that we immerse in water for the sake of dying or 
washing. Sckrevelius. Baptizo, to baptize, plunge, wash. 
Hederic. Baptizo, to dip, immerse, or plunge in water. 
Parkhurst Baptizo, to dip, immerse, or plunge in water. 
iSchleusner. Baptizo properly signifies to immerse, to 
dye by dipping, to overwhelm in water. Ewing. Bap^ 
tizo, in its primary and radical sense, I cover with 
water. It is used to denote, first, I plunge or sink 
completely under water. That it is never used in the. 
New Testament to signify ^j^otirin^ or sprinkling, will 
not easily be denied ; and is confessed by many Pedo* 
baptists, men most eminent for learning as well as piety. 
Mr. Booth has collected from their writings more than 
eighty testimonies, from which I have selected but a 
few, which are affectionately recommended to the seri- 
ous consideration oC the candid reader. 

Witsius : " It cannot be denied that the native sig- 
nification of the word baptein and baptizein is, to plunge, 
to dipr Oeeon. Foed., L. 4, ch. 16, ^ 13. 

Buddeus ; " The words baptizein and baptismos are 
not to be interpreted of aspersion, but always of immer- 
sion.'* TheoL Dogmat.f L. 5, ch. 1,^6. 

C^hin : " The very word baptize, however, signifies 
to immerse ; and it is certain that immersion was the 
practice of the ancient church.'' L. 5, c;h. 15, ^ 2. 

Vitringa : " The act of baptizing is the immersion of 
believers in water. This expresses the force of the 
word. Thus also it was performed by Christ and his 
apostles.'" Aphorismi Sanct. TheoL Aphoris., 884. 

Zanchifis : " Baptism, is a Greek word, and signifies 
two things : first, and properly, immersion in water ; 
for the proper signification of the word baptizo is, to 
immerse, to plunge under, to overwhelm in water ; and 
this signification properly agrees with our baptism, and 
10* 
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has a resemblance of the thing signified." Opera., torn. 
6, p. 217. 

N. B. Mr. De Courcy tells us " that the opinion of 
Zanchius is worth a thousand others." Rejoinder, p. 
261. 

Venema : " The word haptizein, to baptize, is nowhere 
used in the Scripture for sprinkling ; no, not in Mark 
7 : 4." Inst. Hist. EccL Vet. et Nov. Test, torn, a, 
Secul. 1, ^ 138. 

Alstedius : " Buptizein, to bapti2e, signifies only to 
immerse ; not to wash, except by consequence." Lex^ 
Theol.,ch. 12, p. 221. 

Dear reader, consider these plain and explicit testi- 
monies of these and a thousand other Pedobaptists, that 
the primary meaning of the word haptizein is, to im- 
merse, and you will, 1 trust, no longer believe that mere 
sprinkling is enough. 

You are requested, however, to look at the following 
admission of a learned Pedobaptist writer of the seven- 
teenth century : 

" The native and proper signification of it (baptizein) 
is, to dip into water^ or to plunge under water. 

" John 3 : 24, 23. After these things came Jesm and 
his disciples into the land of Judea ; and there he tarried 
with them and baptized. And John also was baptizing 
in i£non, near to Salim, because there was much water 
there ; and they came and were baptized. Also^Matt. 
3 : 16, and Acts 8 : 38." Critica Sacra, by Edward 
Leigh. 

The reader will observe that this writer admits that 
" the native and proper signification of it (baptizein) is, 
to dip into water, or to plunge under water ;" and, to 
show this " native and proper signification," he adduces 
the practice of " Jesus,'' and " John,'' and " Philip.'* 
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And yet this man was so much a Pedobaptist as to say, 
" Christ nowhere requireth dipping, b^t only baptizing.'* 
That is, if I understand the meaning of words, " Christ 
nowhere requireth dipping, but only dipping. 

The following quotation shall close this part of our 
argument : 

" That the word haptizo has the same meaning in 
the Greek classics as it has in the New Testament has 
been fully established by Gafe, StenmU, GUI, Booth, 
Riply^ and Judd, and above all, in the unanswerable' 
work of Mr, Carson* Take the following extract as a 
specimen: * Bapto is never used to denote the ordi- 
nance of baptism ; and haptizo never signifies to dye. 
The primitive word hapto has two significations ; the 
primary to dip, the secondary to dye. But the deriva- 
tive ia formed to modify the primary only ; and in all 
the Greek language I assert that an instance is not to 
be found in which it has the secondary meaning of the 
prixnitive w(»d. If this assertion is not correct, it will 
be easy for learned men to produce an example in con- 
tradiction. That hapU> is never applied to the ordinance 
of baptism, any one can verify who is able to look into 
the passages of the Greek Testament, where the ordi- 
nance is spoken of.' Now, if this observation is just, it 
overturns all those speculations that explain the word, 
as applied to. baptism, by an- allusion to dying ; for the 
primitive word that has this secondary meaning is not 
applied to the ordinance ; and the derivative word, which 
is appointed to express it, has not the secondary signi- 
fication of dying. Bapto has two meanings ; haptizo^ 
in the whole history of the Greek language, has but one* 
It not only signifies to dip or immerse, but it never has 
any other meaning. Each, of these words has its spo- 
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cific province, into which the other cannot enter ; while 
there is a common province in which either of them may 
serve. Either of them may signify to dip generally; 
but the primitive cannot specifically express that ordi- 
pance to which the derivative has been appropriated ; 
and the derivative cannot signify to dye^ which is a part 
of the province of the primitive. The difference is pre- 
cise and important. Most pf the confusion- of ideas on 
both sides of the question, with respect to the definite 
meaning of the word baptism, has arisen from overlook- 
ing this difference." Baptism in its mode and subjects 
considered, p. 13. See Hinton, Hist, of Bap., p. 17. 

Beza, on Mark 7 : 4, observes : '< Christ commanded 
us to be baptized^ by which word it is certain immer* 
sion is signified. BaptizestJiai in this place is m^re 
than niptein ; because that seems to respect the whole 
body, this only the hands. Nor does haptizein signify 
to wash, except by consequence ; for it properly signi- 
fies to immerse for the sake of dying. To be baptized 
in water signifies no other than to be immersed in water, 
which is the external ceremony of baptism." Epistoht 
11 ; ac^ Thom. Tillium, Ann(^. in Mark. 7 : 4, &c. 

Curtlerus : " To baptize, among the Greeks, is un- 
doubtedly to immerse, to dip ; and baptism is immersion, 
dipping." Institut. Theolj Cap. 38, § 108, &c. 

The following quotations are from the Christian /2e« 
tiew, vol. 3, p. 96, &c. : 

Professor Fritsche, a disciple of Herman, in his Com. 
on Matt. 3 : 6, says : " That baptism was performed, 
not by sprinkling, but by immersion, is evident, not only 
from the nature of the word^ but from Rom. 6 : 4." 

Augusti, vol. 5, p. 5 : " The word baptism, according 
to etymology and usage^ signifies to immerse^ submerge^ 
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ifc. ; and the choice of the expression betrays an age in 
which the latter custom of sprinkling had not been intro- 
duced,'' 

The author of the Free Inquiry^ respecting baptism, 
Leipsic, 1802-, says: '^Baptism is perfectly identicai 
with our word immersion or submersion, (tauchen oder 
untertauchen.) 

Professor Rost, the principal Greek lexicographer 
jfiow living, in his standard German-Greek lexicon, re^ 
vised with the assistance of a native Greek, put down, 
as the j>ni7iary signification of all such words sls plunge, 
immerse, and submerse, {tauchen, eintauchen, untertau- 
chen,) bapto ; but under the words wash, wet, pour, and 
the like, (washen, beneizen, giessen, begiessen,) though 
be gives copious definitions in Greek, he never employs 
the word bapto, nor any of its derivatives." 

It is important to put every reader of the New Testa- 
ment, however uninstructed in even the letters of the 
Greek alphabet, into a method of ascertaining for hin> 
self, independently of the criticisms and declarations of 
men of learning, what is the mind of Christ as revealed 
in his Word in regard to this institution. Let him adopt 
the following process } it will conduct a meek and en- 
quiring mind to a satisfactory result : Let him substi* 
tute whatever word is offered as containing the true 
import of to baptize, for this in all the passages in the 
New Testament relating to this ordinance ; if it be the 
proper representative of the word, it will translate it in 
every instance ; if it fail to do this, it may be rejected 
as improper. What then is its true meaning? 

Is it to sprinkle ? John also was sprinkling in JSnon, 
near to Salim, beeause there was much water there. 
John 3 : 23. ThereAK:^ we are buried wi^h him by 
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sprinkling. Will this word express the meaoing of the 
writer? 

Is it io pour 1 Jesus came from Nazareth to Galilee, 
and was poured of John in Jordan. Repent and be 
poured, every one of you. Aivd they went down both 
into the water, both Philip and the Eunuch, and he 
poured him. This represents Philip to pour the Eunuch, 
and the water on him. The common sense of mankind 
will decide against this translation of the word. 

Is it to wcish ? Arise and be wa^hed^ and wash awfty 
thy sins. As many of us as have been washed into 
Christ have put on Christ. We are buried with him by 
washing into death. Can the sincere inquirer be satis* 
fied with this ? 

Is it to immerse 1 To immerse or dip will translate 
every passage relating to this ordinance ; and no word 
will, which does not include this idea. John was im- 
mersing in iEnon, near to Salim, because there was much 
water there. The reader may go through the New 
Testament, and readily decide the question for himself- 
What reasonable doubt can this ^rial leave respecting 
the true meaning of the word ? . 

3. I am perfectly aware that, in opposition to all these 
authorities, we are told " that the word baptism is an 
equivocal, open, general term ; that nothing is deter* 
mined by it farther than this, that water should be applied 
to the subject in some form or other. ^"^ Could this asser- 
tion be proved, it would seem greatly to impeach the 
legislative character of our Saviour. For, as Baron 
Montesquieu observes, " The style (of laws) should be 
plain and simple ; a direct expression being always 
better understood than an indirect one. It is an essen- 
tial article, that the words of the laws should (be adapted 
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to) excite in everybody the same ideas. Tlie laws 
ought not to be subtile ; they are designed for common 
understanding — ^not as an art of logic, but as the plain 
reason of a father to a family." Spirit of Laws^ B. 29, 
ch. 16. 1 

. " Now, can it be supposed,"^ says Mr. Booihy " that 
our Lord would give a positive law of divine worship ; 
a law that is obligatory on the most illiterate of his real 
disciples in the very first stage of their Christian pro-* 
fession ; and yet express it in such ambiguous language 
that the most wise and eminent of dll his followers 
Cannot now understand it ? Love to his character and 
zeal for his cause forbid the thought ! That ambiguity, 
of which our brethren speak, must, if real, have arisen 
in our great Legislator's conduct eithei from iticapacity^ 
from inadvertency y or from design. Not the first ; for 
he was undoubtedly able clearly to have expressed his 
own meaning. Not the second; for no incogitancy 
could befall Him in whom are aU the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge. Not the last ; for it would ill become 
one who declared himself possessed of all authority in 
heaoen^ndon earth, to give a law of tperpetual obligation, 
with an intention that nobody now should understand 
it." Pedob. Exam. 1, 105. 

, In /addition to what has alrea^ been said on the ne- 
cessity of a positive law being plain, clear, and explicit, 
&c., (Essay L,) the reader will please seriously to con- 
sider the following declarations of some of our learned 
Pedobaptist writers. 

Mr. Bradbury : " The words (of our Lord, Matt. 28 : 
19) ought to be taken in their plain and natural sense, 
because they are a lasting form to the end of time. For 
Christ to give us expressions that people cannot under- 
stand, would be only to abuse them. 'Tis unworthy of 
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him who is the light of the world, in whose month 1kete 
was no guile ; (such) is the plain and natural Sense of 
the words ; and, therefore, to twine and torture them 
with conjectures and mayh^s is making Christ, not a 
teacher, but a Tfarbarian, by not uttering words that ard 
easy to be understood." Duty and Doct^ of Bapt,, pp. 
150, 173. 

Mr, Benj. Bennet : " 'Tis a reproach to the Lawgiver) 
hlasphemy against him, to suppose that any of his up- 
right, sincere subjects cannot find out the meaning of his 
laws, with all their care and diligence, even in the ne- 
cessary, essential points of their faith and obedience." 
Irenicum, p. 60. 

Turrettinus : " It is not lawful to suppose that Christ, 
in a very important affair of Christianity, would so express 
himself that he could not be understood by any mortal.-' 
Instit, Loc. 19, Qutsst. 18, ^ 4. 

Dr. Ridgley : " In order to our yielding obedience, it 
is necessary that God should signify to us in what in- 
stances he will be obeyed, and the manner how it is to 
be performed ; otherwise it would rather be fulfilling of 
our own will than his." Body ofDivin., Quests, 91, 92. 

4. It farther appears that the word constantly used 
for the act of baptism signifies immersion, " from the 
fact, that almost every version of the bible existing, 
ancient and modem, previous to 1820, has invariably 
either not translated the word at all, or else rendered it 
by a term equivalent to dip. 

" The Old Syriac, or Peshito, is acknowledged to be 
the most ancient version extant. It was translated as 
early as the beginning of the second century, where 
Syriac and Greek were both perfectly understood ; and 
in the very country where many of the apostles spent 
most of their lives. This version uniformly renders 



Digitized by 



Google 



EB5AY IT.] IMMERSION THE ONLY MODE. ^ 121 

h^jOiao by amadf which all authorities agree in its ordt- 
^nary meaning to be identical with immerse. 

" The same is true of the Ethiopic or Abyssinian, the 
Amharic, the Armenian, both ancient and modern, the 
Coptic, the Arabic, the Persian, the Turkish version, 
translated at different periods, from the third to the seven- 
teenth centuries. 

< " The Gothic renders baptise in all cases by daupyun^ 
to dip ; the German uses the word taufen ; (that taufen 
means dip, in the quotation from Lutker, at the end of 
Essay IV. ;) the German Swiss uses taufen ; Lower 
Saxon the same ; Belgian, doopan ; Danish, dobe, a form 
of daupyan; Sweedish, d<^a; Welsh, hedfddois ; all 
meaning to dip." Hinion, p* 45. How contradictory 
the language and the practice of the ministers when 
'* christening " the child. It reminds me of a curious 
but solemn fact. Many years ago I attended the Dutch 
church at the English Settlement, near Hackensak. 
After church I dined with a friend, and the lady said, 
" Our domino told a lie." Her husband, checking her, 
exclaimed, " My dear, what do you mean ?" " Why," 
said she, '* he took the child, and said, * I doop thee' 
and then he sprinkled.** 

. Notwithstanding my adoAiraiion x>f the ]g^eneral cor- 
rectness of the translation of our English bible, yet I 
cannot but deeply regret thai the translators adopted the 
Greek word with a mere English termination, r&thet 
than give us the proper English word. Had they acted 
as faithfully in this instance as they did in general, we 
should have the word immerse instead of baptise, and 
no other ; for they were men too learned to be igno«' 
rant of its true signification, and too pious intentionally 
to lead the people into an error. Had this been the case, 
much confusion, controversy^ and ill wiU would have 
11 
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been prevented ; for the commission of our blessed Sa- 
viour would have read thus : " Go teach all nations, tm- 
mersing them." '* He that belie veth and is immersed ;" 
and who would have dreamed or dared to say thaf 
sprinkling is enough ? But now the common English 
reader finds it difficult himself to determine the proper 
meaning of the word baptize, and is, therefore, liable 
to be misguided bj the instructions or information he 
receives from others. 

Convinced of the excellent character of our transla- 
tors, I was^ utterly unable to account for the reasons 
which led them to adopt or transfer the Greek word 
rather than translate it, until of late I have learned that 
these holy men of God were shackled by certain laws, 
rules, and regulations drawn up by the Bench of 
Bishops and sanctioned by Kijig James ^ which actually 
prohibited the translation of the word in every instance 
relating to the ordinance of baptism. I would not be 
understood to mean that the restriction of King James 
was confined to the word baptize, for it extended to seve- 
ral other important words, as the reader may learn from 
the history of the several translations of the bible, by 
Rev. John Lewis, chaplain to the Right Honourable 
Thomas, Earl of Malton, and Minister of Margate, 
Kent, p. 317, 3d ed., London, 1818. 

A similar transaction took place a few years ago. 
When the London Society for promoting Christianity 
among the Jews commenced the tnmslation of the New 
Testament into pure Hebrew, they soon met with the 
word under consideration, and which occasioned not a 
little difficulty ; not with respect to the primary mean- 
ing of the word, nor to find a proper corresponding He- 
brew word ; but the difficulty was, how to avoid giving 
gffence. Had they adopted the word taeal or iabal^ to 
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immerse, or rachatz^ to wash, (which words are nearlj 
synonymous ; for washing implies dipping or immersion, 
as nothing can be washed, unless it be covered first with 
water,) while they would have dope justice to the origi- 
nal, they would have given offence to the mass or bulk 
of Pedobaptists. On the other hand, had they used the 
word shaphach^ to pour, or zardk, to* sprinkle, besides 
doing violence to the original, they would not only have 
given just offence to the whole large and respectable 
body of Baptists, but even many pious and conscientious 
Pedobaptists would have condemned their conduct. 
Policy, therefore, led them . not to translate the word al 
all, but to metamorphose the Greek word into Hebrew 
for the use of the text, and in the margin they put the 
words taval, to immerse, and rachatz to wash ; but no- 
where did they use the word shaphach,Xo pour, or zarak, 
to sprinkle. Different has been their conduct in their 
next edition : now the word tonal, to immerse, is invari- 
ably used in the text. At this I am much pleased ; for 
as soon as the Jew sees the word taval, he knows that 
the ordinance is to be administered by immersion, and in 
no other way. The reason of this alteration is, that, when 
the Jews saw the metamorphosed word jochenan ha» 
pabtist, they were shocked^ and exclaimed, '' This is not 
Hebrew/* and they refused to touch it. Besides, as the 
New Testament is chiefly designed for the Jews in 
Germany, and particularly in Poland or Russia, no dan- 
ger is to be apprehended of giving offence ; for we 
have already shown that in the German bible the word 
taujen, which signifies immersion, is used, and in Russia 
bamism has never been administered in any other way. 
(J) The metaphorical use of the word furnishes 
another proof that it signifies immersion. 
Our Lord, speaking of his approaching sufferings^ 
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ealls them a baptism, " Are ye able to drink of the 
cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the 
baptism that I am baptized with ?" Matt. 20 : 22. " I 
have a baptism to be baptized with, and how am I 
straitened till it be accomplished V* Luke 12 : 50. 
These sufferings include all that he felt in the garden 
and on the cross. When being in an agony, he prayed 
move earnestly, and his sweat was, as it were, great 
drops of blood falling down to the ground ; andwhen 
he cried, with a loud voice, " My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me V* Sprinkling is no representation of 
all this. He was plunged in sorrow : he was overwhelni- 
ed with distress. The same metaphor is used by the 
Psalmist : " Save me, O God, for the waters* are come 
into my soul. , I sink in deep mire, where there is no 
standing. I am come into deep waters, where the floods 
overflow me." Ps. 69 : 1,2. U)ippihg or immersing is 
the only proper representatiop of the unparalleled suf- 
ferings of the Saviour of sinners\ • 

Not a few of the most eminent of our Pedobaptist 
brethren acknowledge that our Lord made use of this 
metaphor, to show the greatness and abundance of his 
sufferings. For, as in baptism the person is plunged 
into water, is covered with it, and continues awhile 
under it, and then is raised out o.f it, and which, being 
once done, is done no more ; so the sufferings oT Christ 
were so many and so great that he was, as it were, 
overwhelmed with them, and he continued under them, 
and under the power of death and the grave for a time ; 
and, being raised from the dead, he dies no more ; death 
has no more dominion over him. Thus baptism, if ad- 
ministered by immersion, is full of instruction^ It re- 
minds us that our blessed Saviour was immersed in aa 
ocean of sufferings. But how trifling would the suffer- 
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jugs of Christ appear, if baptism meant mere sprinkling 
I We all know the great difference between being im- 
mersed in, and overwhelmed with, water, and being 
merely sprinkled with a few drops. " No lover of Jesus 
can bear to think of his being sprinkled with a few 
drops of suffering. /All who know his history, perceive 
that he was immersed in sufferings ; but, sustained by 
divine power, did not sink in the deep sea of trouble." 
Hinton^ p. 38. 

The reader will please to notice the sentiments of 
the following Pedobaptists : 

I>. Martin: "Jesus has here (Mark 10: 38) used 
this expression in the same sense as the prophets have 
mentioned gulfs and great waters, metaphorically (o 
represent great afflictions.'* Notes Sur: Marc 10: 38. 

A. H: Frankius i " The baptism of Christ represented 
his sufferings, Maft. 20 : 22 ; and his coming up out of 
the water^ his resurrection from the dead." Pogrammata 
Progr. 14, p. 343. 

Bp. Reynold : " There are two words which signify 
suffering of afflictions, and they are both applied unto 
Christ. Matt. 20 : 22. * Are ye able to drink of the 
cup that I shall drink of, or be baptized with that bap- 
tism that I am baptized with V He that drinketh, has * 
the water in him ; he that is dipped or plunged, has the 
water about him ; so it notes the universality of the 
wrath which Christ suffered." Works, pp. 226, 407. 

Dr. Doddridge on Luke 12 : 60, says : " 1 have, in- 
deed, a most dreadful baptism to be baptized with, and 
know that I shall shortly be bathed, as it were, in blood, 
and plunged in the most overwhelming distress." 

Thus the Israelites are said metaphorically to be 
baptized in the sea and in the cloud ;" I Cor. iO : 2 ; 
because of the waters which stood on each side of them 
11* 
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like high walls, and the cloud which covered them aH 
over like one immersed in water. Worthy of notice 
axe the words of two very eminent Pedobaptists, viz. : 

Turrettin : ^' The passage of the Israelites through the 
Eed Sea wonderfully agrees^ with our baptism, and re- 
presents the grace it was designed to express. For as, 
in baptism, when performed in. the primitive manner, by 
immersion and emersion, descending into the water, and 
again going out of it, of which descent and ascent we 
have an example in the Eunuch, Acts 8 : 38, 39 : yea, 
and what is more, as by this rite, when persons are im- 
mersed in water, they are overwhelmed, and, as it Were, 
buried, and in a manner ' buried together with Christ f 
and again, whea they emerge, seem to.be raised out of 
the grave,, and are said. ' to rise again with Christ ;' Rom^ 
6 : 4, 5. Col. 2: 12; so in- the Mosaic baptism we 
have an immersion and an Emersion ; that when they 
descended into the depth of the sea, this when they went 
out and feame to the opposite shore. The former was 
an image of death 1 4he latter of a resurrection. For, 
passing through th^ bottom of the sea, were they not 
near to death I and, escaping to the opposite shore, were 
they not as if revived from the dead ? As in former 
times the persons to be baptized were immersed in the 
water, continued under the water, and emerged out of it ; 
Matt. 3: 16. Acts 8: 38; so the old man died in them 
wad was buried, and the new man. arose." Rom, 6 : 4» 
Col. 2 : 12. Eksp. de Bap. Nubis and Mart^s, ^ 24. 
Inst. Theol, tom. 3, Loc. 19, Quaes. 11, § 14. 

Witsius : " How were the Israelites baptized in the 
eloud and ia.the sea, seeing they were neither immersed 
ia the sea nor wetted by the cloud ? It is to be consi- 
dered that the apostle here uses the term baptism in a 
figurative sense ? The cloud hung over their heads ; wd 
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SO' the water is over those that are baptized. The sea 
surrounded them on each side ; and so the water in 
regard of those that are baptized." Oecon, Foed., L. 4, 
€h. 10, ^1. 

The sup|)08ition, '* that the Israelites were sprinkled 
with spray from the sea and rain from the cloud/' is 
altogether destitute of evidence, and too fanciful to de- 
serve attention^ It is refuted by the vel^y Scripture on 
which it isbuilt, viz., Ps. 68 : 9. " Thou, O God, didst 
send Sk plentiful rain, whereby thou didst confirm thine 
inheritance when it was weary." If to be baptized in 
the cloud means to be wetted by a plentiful rain, it would 
prove immersion rather than sprinkling : nor is it easy 
to conceive in what sense " God's theory inheritance was 
confirmed " wbe& baptized in. a plentiful rain ! We 
should suppose this was more calculated to enfeeble 
and discourage the strong, than to confirm and encou- 
lage Uie weary. How true it is that " a drowning man 
will grasp at a straw !" "All the efforts," says Mr. 
Hirtton, " Pedobaptists have mad« have not been able to 
draw rain from this cloud. The noble column which 
was a cloud of fire by night and of shade by day, rode 
triumphantly in the heavens for other and higher pur- 
poses than that of affording a last hope to the advocates 
of sprinkling. It was the separating effect of the cloud 
and the miraculous passage of the Red Sea, which di- 
vided Israel from the Egyptians, and designated them 
before allnations as God's chosen people, in its analogy 
tcf baptism, which in like manner separates the church 
fronHhe world, and designates it as God's spiritual Is- 
rael, that the apostle, in thei early part of this chapter, 
seeks to enforce ; and then at the sixteenth verse takea 
up the other ordinance, the Lord's supper, for the same 
high object. It is the moral effect, therefore, rather ttan 
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the physical act of baptism, that is here referred to : and, 
instead of a£fording the least pretence for sprinkling in- 
fants, it proves satisfactorily that, being as yet no part of 
the spiritual Israel, it is a grievous perversion of the 
ordinance to administer baptism to them even by im- 
mersion." P. 39. 

Farther, believers also are said to have|Mi^ on Christ 
in baptism. Gal. 3 : 27. In allusion to the long robe or 
garment worn in the east, with which the whole body is 
covered, so in baptism the whole body is covered or im- 
mersed in water. 

Thus Be:8a : " *■ Ye have put on Christ ;* thia phrase 
seems to proceed from the ancient custom of plunging 
the adult in baptism." Annot. ad Gal. 3 : 27. 

Again, to show the necessity of a holy life and con- 
versation, the apostle puts the believing Romans in 
mind of their baptism, the profession they made in it, 
and the obligation they took upon themselves to live 
according to the truth which the ordinance did plainly 
signify. Now, if baptism means immersion, the writer's 
reasoning is beautiful and cogent; but exceedingly 
feeble, and very unlike the strong reasonings of this 
apostle, if sprinkling or pouring were the mode of bap- 
tism. 

** A person, when he was to be-baptized, put off his 
clothes. This, as St. Paul observes, represents the 
putting off of sin, every disorderly and vicious affection. 
He then descended into the water^ and stooped or laid 
down in it. This represents death and the grave ; the li- 
teral death of Christ, undergone for our sakes ; and the figu- 
rative death of every Christian ; a death to sin, and to the 
vain and wicked world. His ascending out of the water, 
under which he had been hidden, represented the re- 
surrection of Christ for our justification, and the new 
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life and second birth of the baptized person, who was 
thenceforward to live to God and to good works." Dr, 
J. Jortin, Ser., vol. 7, 3d ed., p. 7. 

The Rev. Daniel Be SupervUle^ formerly pastor of the 
French Protestant Church at Rotterdam, speaking of the 
figurative expressions crucified with Christ, dz;c., <&c., he 
says : '^In general, these expressions of our apostle have 
some reference to the ceremony of baptism, and to the 
engagement into which baptized persons used to enter. 
You know that in ancient times baptism was adminis- 
tered by immersion, so that the person who was bap- 
tized, being entirely plunged into the water, appeared 
for a moment as one dead and buried ; after which, 
emerging from the water, he seemed as one rising from 
the dead. Hence the language of the apostle, Rom. 
6 : 3, 4. Col. 2:11, 12." Ser, translated by 7. Allen^ 
London, 1834. 

Professor Longeron infant baptism, of 1834, p. 81, 
says : " Baptism in the apostolic age was a proper 
baptism — the immersion of the body in water." " As 
Christ died, so we die (to sin) with hinoi in baptism. 
The body is, as it were, buried under water, is dead 
with Christ ; the plunging under water represents death, 
and rising out of it the resurrection to a new life. A 
more striking symbol could not be chosen." 

The author of the Free Inquiry on Baptism, p. 36, 
says : ** The baptism of John and that of the apostles 
were performed in precisely the same way," i. e.^ the 
candidate was completely immersed under water." 
Speaking of Rom. 6 : 4, and Gal. 3 : 27, he says : 
" What becomes of all these beautiful images when, as 
at the present day, baptism is administered by pouring 
or sprinkling V* 

Dr, Hammond : " It is & thing that every Christian 
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knows, that the immersion in baptism refers to the death 
of Christ ; the putting of the person baptized into the 
water denotes and proclaims the death and burial of 
Christ, and signifies our undertaking in baptism, that 
we will give over all the sins of our former lives, which 
is our being buried together with Christ, or baptized 
into his death ; that so we may live that regenerate, 
new life, answerable to Christ's resnnection, which 
consists iH a course of all sanctity, a constant Christian 
walk all our days." Paraphr<ise, Rom. 6:4. 

George Whitfield : " It is certain that in the words 
of our text (Rom. 6 : 3, 4) there is an allusion to the 
manner, which was by immersion.*' 

Mr, John Wesley : " Buried with him ; alluding to 
the ancient manner of baptizing by immersion,** 

Dr. Whitby : " It being so expressly declared here, 
(Rom. 6 : 4,) and in Col. 2 : 12, that we are buried 
with Christ in baptism by being buried under water ; 
and the argument, to oblige us to a conformity to his 
death by dying to sin, being taken thence ; and this 
immersion being religiously observed by all Christians 
for thirteen centuries, and approved by our church ; and 
the change of it into sprinkling^ even without any allow- 
ance from the author of its institution or any license 
from any council of the churchy being that which the 
Romanist still urgeth to justify his refusal of the cup to 
the laity ; it were to be wished that this custom might 
be again of general use." Comment, on Rom. 6 : 4. 

" How can we be placed in a condition of likeness 
to his death ? By beiag buried with him in baptism. 
How are we to go down with him into the grave ? By 
imitating the burial of Christ in baptism ; for the bodies 
of the baptized are, in a sense, buried in water. For 
this reason the apostle speaks figuratirely of baptism 
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as a laying aside the works of the flesh : ye are cir- 
cumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in 
putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the cir- 
cumcision of Christ ; buried with him in baptism, which, 
in a manner, cleanses the soul from the impurity of its 
natural carnal aflfections, agreeably to this saying, 
' wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.' This is 
not like the Jewish purifications, washing after every 
defilement ; but we have experienced it to be on^ cleans- 
ing baptism, one death to the world, and one resurrec- 
tion from the dead, of both which baptism is a figure. 
For this purpose the Lord, the giver of life, hath insti- 
tuted baptism a representation of both life and death ; 
the water overflowing as an image of death, the spirit 
animating as an earnest of life : thus we see how water 
and the spirit are united. Two things arc proposed in 
baptism ; to put an end to the life of sin, lest it should 
issue in eternal death, and to animate the soul to a lifg 
of future sanctification. The water exhibits an image 
of death, receiving the body as into a sepulchre ; the 
spirit renews the soul, and we rise from a death of sin 
into a newness of life. This is to be ' bom from above 
of water and the spirit ;' as if by the water we were to 
be put to death, and by the operation of the spirit brought 
to life. By three immersions, therefore, and by three 
invocations, we administer the important ceremony of 
baptism, that death may be represented in a figure, and 
that the souls of the baptized may be purified by divine 
knowledge. If there be any benefit in the water, it is 
not from the water, but from the presence of the spirit ; 
for baptism doth not * save lis by putting away the filth 
of the flesh,' but by * the answer of a good conscience 
toward God.'" Robinson's Hist. Bapt, pp. 65, 66. 
Burmannus: " Immersion was used by the Jews,(ti^ 
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apostles^ and the primitive church, especially in warm 
countries. To this various forms of speaking used by 
the Apostles refer. Rom. 6 : 3, 4. Col. 2 : 12. Gal. 
3 ; 27. Synob, Theolog, torn. 2, Loc. 43, ch. 6, § 9. 
Although the various proofs already produced abundamly 
show that the word haptizo signifies nothing less than 
the dipping or immersing of the whole body, yet I cannot 
omit the following testimony : " Now, if baptism does, 
indeed, mean immerse, as all admit, it must (to say the 
very least) be doubtful whether it can also mean to 
sprinkle or pour. Immerse, sprinkle, and pour are three 
distinct ideas, expressed by difierent words in all lan- 
guages. No map in his right mind would think of 
immersing an object, and saying he sprinkled it ; or of 
sprinkling an object, and saying he immersed it. This 
remark is as applicable to the Greek as to the English. 
Indeed it is well known that the Greek excels in the 
precision and fidelity with which it expresses dififerent 
ideas, and even dififerent shades of the same idea, by 
dififerent words. 

" While I filled the professorship of ancient languages 
in the university of Georgia, I had occasion to compile 
a table of passages, where the word dip, pour sprinkle, 
and wash, in their various modifications, occur in the 
English bible, with the corresponding term used in the 
Greek of the New Testament and the Septuagint. 
Dip I found in twenty-one passages. In all of these, 
except one, hapto or haptizo is found in the Greek. The 
one exception is in Gen. 37 : 31, where Joseph's brethren 
took his coat and dipped — emolunan (smeared or daub* 
ed) — it in the blood of a kid. Mark the great accuracy 
of the Greek here ; the idea is that of smearing or 
daubing, and the Septuagint so expresses it. Sprinkle^ 
in some of its forms, I found in twenty-seven passages. 
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In not a single instance is bapto or baptize used in the 
Greek. I found wash in thirty-two cases, where refer- 
er!te was had, not to the whole persdta, but to a part; as 
the eyes, the face, the hands, the feet. In none of these 
was bapto or baptizo found, but nipto invariably." 
President Shannon, of the College of Louisiana. Chris- 
tian Preacher, vol. 3, p. \^S. 

To close this part of the subject, I adopt Mr, Hintoh's 
inquiry : " If the great Head of the church had designed 
to use a term prescribing immersion as specifically as 
possible, does the Greek language afford a word equally 
as specific as baptizo ? In other words, has not our 
Saviour employed tha^t very word which was employed 
by ail the writers of the Greek language, when for any 
purpose they directed immersion ? . So far as I am 
aware, this question has never been answered in the 
negative." Page 44. 

Secondly, My next argument is derived from the 
places selected for the administration of the ordinance 
and the phraseology used on the occasion. 

The first place in which we read baptism was admi* 
nistered was the River Jordan. To this place all Judea 
flocked, and our Lord and Saviour himself went from 
.G.alilee^ to Jordan to be baptized of John ; and when 
" he was baptized he went up straightway out of the 
water *^ Matt. 3: }6. Now> if sprinkling or po^uring 
could have answered the end of the institution^ what 
need would there have been for going to a distance, or 
dowft into a river ? Some have ventured to suppose that 
during a- great part of the ye«ir the Jordan did not con«' 
tain water enough to immerse a human body. Mr. 
Robinson justly observes on this : " The River Jordan, 
far from wanting water, was subject to two sorts of floods $ 
one periocUcaL at harvest time, in which it resembled the 
12 
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Nile, in E^pt, with which some suppose it had a 
subterranean communication. When this flood came 
down, the river rose m^ny feet and overflowed the lower 
banks, so that the lions that lay there in the thickets 
were roused and fled. To this Jeremiah alludes : ' 5e-> 
hold, the Kingx}( Babylon shall come up like a lion from 
the swelling of Jordan ;' 50 : 49. The other swellings 
of Jordan were casual, and resembled those of all other 
livers in uneven countries." Rob. Hist ^ -p. 9. 

The next place where John baptized was j/Encm; 
ftnd the reason why he selected this place was, because 
^ there was much watet there."^ John 3 : 23,7 But if 
sprinkling or pouring had been equally right and good» 
what necessity would there have been for much water ? 
Was it ever known that any of our Pedobaptist brethren 
** wetit down to a river " to sprinkle or pour trater in 
the administration of the ordinance of baptism ? Surely 
nojt. Nor should we have heard of going down into 
the water and coming out of the water, if the apostleis 
had administered the sacred ordinance by pouring or 
sprinkling. How strange it would sound tp say, Jesus 
was poured in Jordan ; or Jesus went down into Jordan, 
and was sprinkled of John \ But nothing could be more 
intelligible and natural than to say, Jesus went down 
into the water arid was immersed by John in Jordan.^^. 

Dear reader, permit a short digression on the baptism 
of our Lord and Saviour, not as it respects the act or 
mode to have been by immersion, for that is already 
established as firm as the rock of ages ; but as it respects 
the design of his baptism. This is a subject that 
deserves our notice. Some have asserted that Christ 
was baptized initiatory to his priestly office, like as Aaron, 
the high priest, was anointed and washed. "There 
was a kind of baptism,'* says Dr. A. Clarke^ ^* «mong 
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the Jews, viz., that of the priests at their consecration ; 
Lev. 8 : 6. Now^ as Christ had submitted to circum* 
cision^ the initiating ordinance of the Mosaic dispensa- 
tion, it was necessary he should submit to the initiating 
ordinance of the Christian dispensation^ instituted by the 
same authority. But it was necessary on another 
account. Our Lord represented the high priest, aod 
was to be the high priest over the house of God : now, 
as the high priest was initiated into his office by 
washing and anointing, so must Christ be ; hence he 
was baptized and anointed by the Holy Ghost. Thus 
be fulfilled the ri^teous ordinance of his initiation into 
the office of high priest, and thus was prepared to make 
an atonement for the sins of mankind.'' Comment,, 
Matt. 3. Now, if Christ needed to be baptized in imitap 
tion of the high priest, to fulfil all righteousness, he need 
also to have been dressed in aU the splendid and peculiar 
garments of the high priest, and performed the high 
priest's duties on the day of Atonement. , But surely our 
dear brethren must have forgotten that our blessed 
Saviour was not a high priest after the order of Aaron, 
but *' after the order of Melchizedek." '* As a Jew," 
Mr, Hinton well observes, <* it would have been criminal, 
instead of praiseworthy, for our Lord to have appro* 
priated to himself any of the ceremonies belonging solely 
to the tribe of Levi ; and no one has pretended to. affirm 
anything respecting the washing of Melchizedek. Indeed, 
•not bei^ of tjbe tribe of Levi, it would have been a 
direct violation of the ceremonial law ibr Christ to have 
partaken of any of the ceremonies peculiar to the 
Leviteff." 

As one sin generally leads to the commission of 
another, so does error. The mistaken idea, that Christ 
aabnitted to be baptized only a high priest, has led 
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Others to affirm that " Christ's submission tobaptismisno 
more an example for our imitation than his having been 
circumcised or having kept the passover." Alas ! the 
good old path is forsaken, being too narrow and trouble- 
some. Because improvements are making in all arts 
and sciences, it is thought the way to heaven may also 
be improved and made nfuch easier. The present gene- 
ration think themselves wiser than the ancients were. 
The most pious and learned divines in former ages 
considered the baptista of our blessed' LfOrd and Saviour 
as a most striking instance of his condescension, and a 
most powerful argument to enforce obedience. '' For 
this reason," says Cahin, '^Christ dedicated and sanctified 
baptism in his own body, that he might have it in common 
with us, as a most firm bond of the union and society 
which he has condescended to form with us." Institute 
vol. 3, p. 425. 

The very learned and pious Witsius observes j " Our 
Lord would be baptized, that he might conciliate autho- 
rity to the baptism of John ; that by his own eocample he 
might cement and sanctify our baptism ^ that men might 
not be loath to come to the baptism of the Lord, seeing 
the Lord was not backward to come to the' baptism of a 
servant ; that by bis baptism he might represent the 
future condition, both of himself and his followers— first 
humble, then glorious ; now mean and low, then glorious 
and exalted ; that represented by immersion, this by 
emersion; and, finally, to declare, by his voluntary sub- 
mission to baptism, that he would not delay the deliver- 
ing up of himself to be immersed in the torrents of hell, 
yet with a certain faith and hope of emerging." MisceL 
Sac, p. 2. Baser. 15, § 63. 

To hasten, dear reader, to our subject, I close this 
digression by cheerfully adopting the benevolent wish of 
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Mr. HinUm: " May all who have hitherto neglected or 
hesitated to follow their Lord, -not only say with Mu 
PolhtU, < the pattern of Christ and the apostles is more 
to me than all the human wisdom in the world/ but act 
upon this principle ; and, though the Spirit may not be 
seen to light upon them, nor thq voice be heard, ' I am well 
pleased,' (for these were honours appropriated to our 
great example ;) yet shall ' the answer of a good con- 
science toward God,' and the inward ' witness of the 
Holy Spirit, lead them to rejoice that they have known 
ihe way of God more perfectly.' " On Baptism, p.^8^« 
Nor ought we ta overlook the baptism of the Eunueh. 

Aets 8 i 26-40. Directed by the Lord, Philip m^t the ^ 

Eunuch, and prieached Jesus to him. - When they came / 
fo a cerimim water^ the fiunueh desired to be baptized ; 
and, having declared his belief ** that Jesus Christ is 4be 
Son of God," '^ be commanded the chariot to stand still ; ^ 
and th^y went down both into the water, both Philip and 
the Eunuch, and he baptized htm ; and when they were 
come up out of the water, the SfMrit of the Lord caught 
away Philip, that the Eunuch saw him no more, and h^^^ 
went on his way rejoicing." Had sprinkling been suf*- ^^ 
ficient, they needed not to have gone down into the "^ 
water, for a little water would have sufficed. " And they j 
went down both into the water, both Philip an^ the \ 
Eunuch, and he baptized him«" " It might well be deero« 
«d impossible that any statement could be more specific 
^ban this. Does any baptist minister reqtiire any other 
words to describe correctly the administration of the 
ordinance as practised Jby him? Suppose I were wri* 
ting to a friend respecting the baptism of a young man : 
' We hoth walked into the waters of our magnificent 
lake, and there I baptized (immersed) him in the namo 
of the triune Jehovah ; and he came up out of the water; 

• la* 
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the smile of heaven was depicted on his countenance/ 
I ask, is it possible any human being, capable of under- 
standing the English language, can misapprehend in 
any point the physical act performed ? If perfectly in- 
telligible in one case, how can the same language be 
obscure or doubtful in the other ? * 

" But of all the absurdities in the defence of error, 
the assertion, that there is the same eyidence that both 
were immersed as that the Eunuch was, is the most 
childish, not to say disgraceful. Who ever affirmed that 
perisons were baptized (immersed) by ' simply ' going 
down into the water, without any farther action ? They 
both went down into the water, and * he ' baptized him. 
Clearly, therefore, but one person was baptized or im- 
mersed, and that person the Eunuch. It is ordinarily 
necessary, (in rivers or pot>ls at least,) whether essential 
to the validity of the ordinance or not, for the adminis- 
trator, as well as the subject, to go into the water, in order 
that the latter may be immersed ; but who can possible 
imagine that it is necessary for two persons ' to go down 
into the water,^ in order thdt the one may sprinkle the 
other ? 

" The last refuge is, that the Greek prepositions do 
not necessarily mean < into ' and * out of,' but * to ' and 
^ from.' It is a hard case if Pedobaptists tranalate the 
bible, (thirty of them, with a royal patent, a strenuous 
rankler for sprinkling as their overseer,) and then deny^ 
the oortectness of their own translation in a point where 
their translators would gkdly have pleased them if their 
eonsciemces, already burdened with royal restrictions, 
could have endured it. All ihat need be said is, these 
said prepositions are generally used to mean * into ' and 
< out of;' and that, if that meaning has not been express- 
ed, the Greek language has no prepositions which wiU 



Digitized by 



Google 



E88AT lY.] 1MMBR8I0N THE ONLY MODE. 139 

express it. Dr. Doddridge, and many others, wholly 
despise such subterfuges, and hesitate not to avow vie'wB 
of the baptism of the Eunuch perfectly concurring with 
those here adraneed; ' It would be t^ry unnatural to 
suppose that they went down to the water merely that 
Fhilip might take up a little water in his hand to pour 
on the Eunuch. A person of his dignity had, no doubt, 
many vessels in his baggage on such a jouriley through 
^ desert country ; a precaution absolutely necessary for 
travellers in those parts, and never omitted by them.'" 
Doddr. Family Expos., Acts 8. See Hinton, pp. 97-99. 
That this is a convincing argument to prove that John 
and the apostles baptized by immersion, is acknowledged 
by a cloud of witnesses from our Pedobaptist brethren 
themselves. I have selected but a few out of many. 

Le Clerc : " John has been called the Baptizer rather 
than Baptist, because the latter word is a proper name 
in the modern languages ; wheieas in this place (Matt. 
3 : 1) it is an appellation to signify a man that plunged 
in water those who testified an acknowledgment of his 
divine mission, and w^re desirous of leading a new life." 
Remarks sur Nouv. Test., a Matt. 3:1. 

Piseator : " Hudata polla signifies many rirers-; as 
hudor, in the singular number, denoted the River Jordan. 
This ia mentioned to signify the ceremony of baptism, 
which John used ; i. e., immersing the whole body of a 
person statiding in the river. Whence Christ, being 
baptized of John in Jordan, is said to ascend out of the 
water ; Matt. 3, The same manner was observed by 
Philip ; Acts 8 : 38." ad John 3 : 23. 

Calvin : " From these words, John 3 : 23, it may be 
inferred that baptism was administered by John and 
Christ by plunging the whole body under water. Here 
we perceive how baptism was administered among the 
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Mneients; for they immersed the wkcie body ia water." 
Com, in Joan, 3 : 23. Acts 8 : 38. 

Marloratus: "From these words (John 3: 23) it 
may be gathered that baptism was performed by John 
and Christ by plunging of the whole body. Com. od 
Joan, 3 : 23. 

Memorable is. the testimony of that eminent scholar. 
Dr. Doddridge : " Surely nothing can be more evident 
than that poUu udatu (many waters) signifies a large 
quantity of water ^ it being some times used for the 
Euphrates, Jer. 51 : 13, (Septuagint,) to which, I si^ 
pose, there may also be an allusion, Rey. 17, 1 ; Comp. 
with Ezek. 43 : 2 ; and Rev. 1 : 15 ; 14 : 2 ; 19 : 6, 
where the voice of many waters does plainly signify the 
soaring of the high sea.*^ Fatnily Expositor. 

Thirdly, Observe, in the thirdgplace, the practice of 
the primitive churches as another argument in favour of 
immersion. As the apostles of Jesus Christ were to 
form and organize his visible church, our blessed Lord 
continued with them after his resurrection forty days, 
'' speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of 
Crod." Among other subjects, baptism, the door of en- 
trance to that kingdom or his church, was doubtless fiilly 
explained to them ; and when they entered on their com- 
mission to preach, teach, or disciple, and to baptize, a 
part of their teaching would certainly consist in pointing 
out the nature, design, the mode, and subjects of baptism. 
And as it has already been proved in the preceding 
pages from the sacred Scriptures, as well as from the 
concessions of Pedobaptists, that the word baptism 
throughout the whole of the New Testament signifies 
immersion only ; and that John and Philip administered 
by immersion ; and that the Lord Jesua Christ himself 
went down into the watery and, being immersed by John 
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in the Riner Jordan, he straightway came again up out of 
the water ; and as the Saviour, the great Head of the 
church, in his conraxission, used the word baptism^ to 
immerse, in preference to those words which signify to 
wash, pour, or sprirnkle ; and as the apostles themselves, 
when speaking of his ordinance, invariably used the same 
word, to immerse ; we may certainly conclude that im- 
mersion was the only mode used in the churches they 
planted ; and that it continued unchanged for some 
time. 

Nor are we at a loss to produce unimpeached testi- 
monies on this subject. Not a few Pedobaptists, whose 
praise is in all the churches, have honourably confessed 
that immersion was the constant mode in the primitive 
church. The reader will have observed in the pre- 
ceding paragraphs that this was the opinion of Calvin^ 
Vitnnga^ FrankiuSy Turrettiny Beza^ Burmannusy Zte 
Clercy Pictetusy Piscatory and Marloratus. (See ^ 2, 5, 
6.) I will add only a few more. ^ 

Salmanius : " The ancients did not baptize otherwise 
than by immersion, either once or thrice." See Wit-- 
siusy Oecon, Foed.y L. 4, ch. 16, ^ 13. 

Heidanus : " That John the Baptist and the apostles 
immersed, there is no doubt, (Matt. 3 : 6, 16. John 3 : 
23. Acts 8 : 38,) whose example the ancient church 
followed, as is most evident from the testimonies of 
the Fathers:' Corp. TheoL Christ., Loc. 14, tom. 2, p. 
475. ' Bishop Smith, of Kentucky, hath lately publicly 
affirmed <^ that, afler the most careful investigation and 
mature reflection, he considers immersion to be the only 
apostolic mode of baptism, and recommends the church 
of which he is an eminent and highly*esteeined minis* 
ter, to delegate one of its number to procure immersion 
at the hands of a Greek priest ; that, having received it 
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in undoubted succession iipom the apostles, he may be 
authorized to administer baptism in its ancieint purity to 
all his brethrch:! on this side of the Atlantic.'^ Hinton on 
Baptism^ Pref,^ p- 14, uote A. 

Zanchius : ** The ancient church used to immerse 
those that were baptized. Thus Christ went down into 
Jordan and was baptized ; as also others that were bap- 
Uzed by John. Opera, tern. 6, p. 217. In answer to 
the question, *^ how baptism ought to be performed," Dr, 
J, Jortin says : " At the beginning it seems to have 
been performed usually, but perhaps not always, by 
being plunged into the water. The Christian world has 
changed this practice for that of sprinkling or pouring 
water on the face ; so few persons excepted, who not 
only contend for retaining the ancient method of dippings 
but hold it to be of absolute necessity, and will not tdlow 
those who hare been sprinkled to be truly baptized, or to 
be members of the church of Christ. But in this they 
appear to be superstitious, and ignorant of the true na» 
ture of cerenionies and the difference between nooral 
and ritual ordinaapes. Moral laws are the . same yes- 
terday, to-day, and for ever ; they are immutable and 
eternal/ and admit of no variety or relaxation : but ritual 
laws, which are made sacred only by appointment, are 
capable of suspension or alteration ; and when, by a 
concurrence of circumstances, they become impractica- 
ble, or extremely inconvenient, it is to be supposed that 
the rigour and the letter of the law yields to the inten- 
tion of the Lawgiver, which was not to burden and dis- 
tress any one by minute and scrupulous ordinances. 
Baptism was at first instituted in mild or hoi climates, 
where bathing or washing the body was a general pnu>- 
tice. Afterward, in northern climes and colder coun- 
tries, it was judged to be troublesome and dangerous ; 
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and so by degrees pouring or sprinkling was introduced 
in its stead." Ser., vol, 7 ; 3d ed., p. 10. 

Is it not wonderfully strange that a- man of Dr. JoT' 
iin^s mind should be thus blinded by mere prejudice of 
education. He acknowledges that the original mode 
and practice was immersion, but that " afterward" for 
certain reasons, '' it was judged to be troublesome and 
dangerous ; and so by degrees pouring or sprinkling 
was introduced in its stead." The Lawgiver only has 
a right to change a positive institution. That this is 
the sentiment of the most learned Protestants, we have 
abeady shown. (Essay I., ^5.) 

Dear reader, seriously attend to the just remark of the 
studious and pious Mr. Booths who, having made many 
quotations from Pedobaptist writers, closes with the 
following words : " Is it not strange, strange to astonish-* 
ment, that so many eminent men should thus -agree in 
bearing testimony to Immersion a^ the apostolic exam« 
ple^ when it was notorious that their own practice was 
Tery different ? Yes, is. it not a wonderful phenomenon 
in the religious world that such. a number of the most 
learned Lutherans, Calvinists, and ^"ninians, Pfes« 
byterians, and Independents should all unite in one 
attestation respecting the primitive mode of administer-^ 
ingthis ordinance, even while they opposed the Baptists 
for considering immersion as absolutely necessary to a 
compliance with the divine command ; and while they 
greatly differ among themselves in respect of several 
particulars relating to the subjects and design of bap* 
tism 1 To what can this remarkable agreement with 
us, las to the primitive mode of proceeding, be ascribed ? 
And what is the reason of their difibring so much among 
themselves ? The true reason I take to be this : when 
tlMy unite in deckring their views of th^ apostolic 
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pattern, tbey have clear, strong, indubitable evidence, 
arising from the meaning of' the name which the ordi- 
nance bears, and the inspired narrative of the first 
Christian churches. Each of them feels the ground on 
which he toeads. Hence their union ; and here they 
agree with us. On the other hand, whea they differ 
among themselves about the foundation of an infant's 
claim on the ordinance ; concerning the degree of ne- 
cessity and the utility of Pedobaptism ; about sponsors, 
the sign of the cross, and so on ; they argue on general 
principles and moral considerations. This kind of 
argumentation is quite foreign to the nature of positive 
pites, a^ has been shown. \ Essay I.) And yet, by a 
long train of deductions from such principles, they infer 
their various rules of proceeding in the administration 
of baptism. Hence they differ among themselves. 
Nor need we wonder; for, whenever ideas of moral 
fitness, of expediency, or of necessity, usurp the place 
of divine precepts and apostolic examples relating to 
positive institutions of the Christian church, the most 
learned and the best of men will always differ in theil: 
conclusions, and that in proportion as their notions of 
what is fitness, expediency, or necessity vary. For it 
is notorious that, while one esteems this or the other 
thing extremely 4)roper and highly useful to the cause 
of religion, another despises it as absurd or detests it 
as injurious. But whep our divine Lord, addressing his 
disciples in a positive command, says, ' it shall be so ;' 
or, when speaking by an apostolic example, he declares, 
< it is thus,' all our own reasonings about fitness, expe- 
diency, or utility must hide their impertinent heads. 
The finest powers of reason have nothing to do in this 
case but only to consider the natural, the obvious import 
of his language, and then submit. To reason any far- 
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ther here, is only to seek a plausible excuse. for rebellion 
against the sovereign majesty of him who is King in 
Zion." Pedob. Exam, 1, 226. 

Fourthly. That immersion is the proper mode of 
baptism, appears from the constant and uninterrupted 
practice of it in the Greek church. Tbe Greeks cer- 
tainly understand their own native tongue, in which the 
New Testament was originally written, better than any 
foreigners ; therefore their administering the ordinance 
by immersion evidently shows the correct significatioa 
of the Greek word hctptiso. Hence, the learned ZV. 
CampbeU, speaking of terms which rarely occur in the 
Greek Testament, remarks : '* This is one of those 
cases wherein the interpretation gi^'en by the earliest 
Greek fathers deserves particular notice. There are 
so many advantages which people have for discovering 
the import of a term or phrase in their mother-tongue, 
unusual, perhaps, in writing, but correct in conversa- 
tion, above those who study a dead language solely by 
the means of books extant in it, that no reasonable per- 
son can question that some deference is in such cases 
due to their authority." Trans, of Four Gospels, Pref., 
Diss. 4, § 8. The sensible remark of Mr. Robinson 
also deserves a place here : " Whether John the Baptist 
and the apostles of our blessed Lord baptized by pour- 
ing on water or by bathing in water, is to be determined 
chiefly, though not wholly, by ascertaining the precise 
meaning of the word baptize. A linguist determines 
himself by his own knowledge of the Greek language, 
and an illiterate man by the best evidence he can obtain 
from the testimony of others. To the latter it is suffi- 
cient to observe, that the word is confessedly Gree^ ; 
that native Greeks must understand their own language 
better than foreigners, and that they have always under- 
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Stood the word baptism to signify dipping; and, therefore, 
from their first embracing Ckriatianity to this day^ they 
have always baptized by immersion. This is an authority 
for the meaning of the word baptize infinitely preferable 
to that of European lexicographers ; so that a man who 
is obliged to trust human testimony, and who baptizes 
by immersion because the Greeks do, understands a 
Greek word exactly as the Greeks themselves under- 
stand It J and in this case the Greeks are unexception- 
able guides, and their practice is, in this instance, safe 
giound of action." Hist, of Baptism, p. 5. 

That the whole Greek church, from the southern pro- 
rinces of Greece to the northern extremity of the Rus- 
sian empire — a church which, in point of territory and 
population, embraces nearly one^half of Christendom ; 
that this church has, from the first introduction of the 
gospel to the present time, invariably practised immer- 
sion, is confessed by all i^id denied by none. 

Deylingius : " The Greeks retain the rite of immer- 
sion to this day." Be Prudent. Pastoral^ Pars. 3, ch. 
3, § 26. , 

Buddeus: **That the Greeks defend immersion, is 
manifest, and has been frequently observed by learned 
men : which Ludolphus informs us is the practice of the 
Ethiopians." Theolog, Dogmat.,Jj. 5, ch. 1, ^ 5. 

Venema : ** The Greeks immerse the whole man in 
water." Hist. Eccles., torn. 6, p. 660. 

Dr. Wail : '' All the Christians in Asia^ all in Africaj 
and about one-third part of Europe are of the last sort, 
(i. e., practice immersion,) in which third part of Euirope 
are comprehended the Christians of Graecia, Thracia, 
Servia, Bulgaria, Rascia, Walachia, Moldavia, Russia, 
and so on ; and even the Muscovites, who, if coldness 
of country will excuse, might plead for a dispensation 
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with the most reasoB of nnj^ Hist. Inf. Bap., P. 2, 
ch. 9, p. 477. 

In the Latin .church, too, immersiaii only was prao^ 
tised. We give an example of the pope himself per- 
forming the ordinance by immersion : 

" The pope went on to the baptismal hall, and, after 
various lessons and psalms, consecrated the baptismal 
water. Then, while all were adjusting themselves in 
their proper places, his holiness retired into the adjoin* 
ing chapel of St. John the Evangelist, attended by some 
acolothists, who took off his habits, put on him a pair 
of waxed drawers and a surplice, and then returned to 
the baptistery. There three children were waiting, 
which was the number usually baptiied by the pontiff. 
Silence was ordered. When the first was presented, 
he asked. What is his name ! The attendant answered, 
John. Then ho proceeded thus : John, dost thou be- 
lieve in God the Father Almighty, the creator of heaven 
and earth ? I do believe. Dost thou believe in Jesus 
Christ his only son, our Lord, who was born and suffered 
death ? I do believe. Dost thou believe in the Holy 
Ghost, the holy Catholic church, the communion of the 
saints, the remission of sins, the resurroction of the body, 
and life eternal ? I do believe. John, do you desire 
to be baptized ? £ do desire it. I baptise thee in the 
name of the Father, (dipping him once,) andof the Son, 
(dipping him a second time,) and of the Holy Ghost, 
(dipping him a third time.) The pontiff added : May 
you obtain eternal life. John answered. Amen. The 
same was then repeated to Peter and Mary, the other 
two. Attendants with napkins received the children, 
and retired to dress them. The attendants of his holi- 
ness threw a mantle over hi<( surplice, and he retired. 
The rest of the catechumens were baptised by deacons, 
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who, in clean habits and without shoes, went down into 
the water and performed the ceremony as the pontiff 
had set them an example. After all was over, and the 
children dressed, they waited on the pope in an adjacent 
room, where he confirmed them, and delivered to each 
a chrism and a white garment." Hinton, p. 186. 

Fifthly^ lastly. The principal design of the ordinance— 
to represent the death, burial^ ^nd resurrection of Christ ; 
the communion his people have with him in these mo- 
mentous facts ; aod their interest in the ble^singsihenod 
resulting — is accomplished much clearer and fuller, and 
more impressively, by immersion than could be done 
in any other mode whatever. This also is abundantly 
confessed by Pedobaptists. 

Buddeus : '* Immersion, which was used in former 
times, as we have before declared, was a symbol, and 
an image of the death and burial of Christ ; by which 
we are taught that the remains of sin, which are called 
the old man, should also be put to death ; that is, as 
Paul elsewhere speaks, oxxx fiesh, with its affections and 
lusts, should be crucified: for in that way we, as it 
were, die and are buried with Christ, which Paul ex- 
pressly shows, Rom. 6 : 4. An emersion out of the 
water follows, (Matt 3-:. 16,) which exhibits a most 
beautiful image of the resurrection of Christ; and at 
the same time it affords matter of instruction concern* 
ing that spiritual resurrection which is effected by daily 
renovation." Rom. 6: 4. Theolog. Dogmata, L. 5, ch. 
1,^5,8. 

Witsius : ** Our Lord would be baptized, that he 
might conciliate authority to the baptism of John ; that 
he might manifest himself to be equally the head of 
those who are baptized as of those who are circumcised; 
that he has communion with both, and came^ that of 



Digitized by 



Google 



X88AT IT.] IMKBfttlON TBE ONLY XODB* 149 

both he might make one ; that by his own example he 
might commend and sanctify our baptism equally as 
other sacraments, to which he submitted; that men 
might not be loath to come to the baptism of the Lord, 
$eelng the Lwd toot neT hadtwaird to came to the baptimm 
of a iervant; that by hi* baptism jie might represent 
the future condition both of himself and of his follow- 
ers ; first humble^ then gtorious ; now inean and low, 
then glorious and exalted ; that r^resented by nmrner^ 
non, tMs by emersion ; that, by the use of this sacrament, 
the promises of the covenant which was between him- 
self and the Father, might be eonfirmed to him con- 
cerning the entire expiation of those offences which he 
took on himself, the justification of those persons whom 
he represented, and concerning a glorious resurrection, 
by which he should soon emerge out of the waters of 
tribulation, Ps. 110: 7 ; and finally, to declare, by bis 
voluntary submission to baptism, that he would not 
delay the delivering up of hin^ielf to be immersed in 
the torments of hell, yet with a certain faith and hope 
of emerging. 

" Immersion into the water is to be considered by us 
as exhibiting that dreadful abyss of divine justice in 
which Christ for our sins, which he took on himself, was 
for a time, as it were, absofbed ; as ih David, his type, 
he complains, Ps. 69 : 3. More particularly, seeing 
such an immersion deprives a person of light, and of 
other things pertaining to this world, it excellently re- 
presents the death of Christ, while his continuance under 
water, however short, denotes the burial of Christ, and 
the lowest degree of humiliation ; when, being laid in a 
sepulchre that was sealed and guarded by the ftoman 
soldiers, he was considered as entirely cut off. Emer- 
sion out of the water exhibits an image of his resurreo- 
13* 
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tion, or of the victory which, being dead, he obtained 
over death in his own dark domains ; that is, the grave. 
All these things th^ apostle intimates, Rom. 6 : 3, 4. 

" Baptism also represents those benefits^ bothj)resent 
and future, which believers obtain in Christ. Among 
the present benefits the principal is, communion with 
the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ, and, which 
is consequent upon it, the mortification and burial of our 
old, and resurrection of our new man, in virtue of the 
blood and spirit of Christ. For immersion into the 
water represents the death of the old man in such a 
manner as, shows that he can neither stand in judg- 
ment to our condemnation nor exercise dominion in our 
bodies, that we should obey his lusts^ In respect to the 
former, the death of the old man pertains to our justifica- 
tion ; in regard to the latter, it belongs to our sanctifica- 
tion. The continuance under the water represents thQ 
burial of the body of sin, by which all hope of its revival 
is cut ofif; so that it shall never be able afterward either 
to condemn the elect, or to reign over them." MisceL 
Sac., torn. 2, Exer. 15, § 63. Oecon. Foed,, L. 4, ch. 
16, § 25-29. 

Estins : " The ceremony of immersion was anciently 
more common, as appears from the unanimous language 
of the Fathers as often as they speak about baptism ; 
and in a more expressive manner represents the death, 
burial, and resurrection of our Lord, and of us." Ajmd 
Knatchbul Animad, ifi lib, J^ovi. Test., p. 181. 

Pictetus : '* It waa usual in ancient times for the whole 
body to be immersed in water ; and it must be confessed 
that such a rite most happily represented that grace by 
which our sins are, as it were, drowned, and we raised 
again from the abyss of sin." Theol Christ.^ L. I4,,clu 
4, ^ 17. 
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Vossius : " All the particulars that we have mention- 
ed concerning the signification of baptism will appear 
with aufficient perspicuity in the rite of immersion ; but 
not equally so if mer^ sprinkling be used.** Disp, de 
Bnp., Disp. 3, §10. 

I shall close this Essay with the testimony of the 
great Reformer, Dr, Luther : " The term baptism is a 
Greek word. It may be rendered a dipping, as when 
we dip something in water, that it may be entirely co- 
vered with water. And, though that custom be quite 
aboliahed among the generality, (for neither do they eiv^ 
tirely dip children, but only sprinkle them with a little 
water,) nevertheless, they ought to be wholly immersed^ 
and presently to be drawn out again ; for the etymology 
of the word seems to require it. The Germans call bap- 
tism tauffe, from depth, which they call tiejf in their lan- 
guage ; as if it were proper those should be deeply im- 
mersed who are baptized. And truly, if you consider 
what baptism signifies, yOu shall see the same thing re-, 
quired : for it signifies that the old man of our nativity, 
that is full of sins, which is entirely of flesh and blood» 
may be overwhelmed by divine grace. The manner of bap- 
tism, therefore, should correspoad to the signification 
of baptism, that it may show a certain and plain sign of 
it." In Dr, Du Veil on Acts 8 : 38. 

Dear reader, I have now endeavoured to show that 
the Scripture modo of baptism is by immersion only ^ from 
the signification of the word used to express the act of the 
ordinance ; from the places selected for the adndnistraiiou 
of ity and the phrases used on the occasion ; from the 
practice cf the primitive church; from the constant and 
uninierrupted mode of the Greek church ; and from the 
principal design of the -institution. The objections 
against these arguments will be answered in the aexl 
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Essay : and in the meantime I pray that the Spirit of 
truth may gHide yon in the right way, for his name's sake^ 
Amen. 



ESSAY V. 
Ohfectum$ Answered, 



1. Why do Baptists require a divine precept or 
Scripture example for infant baptism, since they admit 
females to annmunion, and observe the first day of the 
week as the Christian sabbath, when there is neither a 
divine precept nor Scripture example for either. 

Ansvoer, With respect t0 female eammunian, we have 
authority from the law of the institution and from the 
practice of the church. In the positive command of our 
Lord to commemorate his death in the ordinance of the 
supper, the subjects are characterized as disciples^ with- 
out any regard to sex. It is true, when the apostle 
directs the Corinthian church to a proper celebration of 
the supper, he says : " Let a man examine himself.*^ 
1 Cor. 11 : 28. But it will not be denied that the word 
anthropos, man^ includes females as well as males. 
Thus : (John 3 : 3, 4 :) " Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of Go^." 2 Cor. 5:17. '*If 
any man (tis, any one) be in Christ, he is a new creature.'* 
1 Tim. 2:5. " One Mediator between God and m«^." 
Besides, the Lord's supper was celebrated by the whole 
church, which was composed of males and females : for 
we read that the females as well as males, men and 
women, on their profession of faith, were baptized^ were 
together with the disciples, and continued steadfastly in 
the apostle's doctrine, and in fellowship, and in breaking 
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of bread, and in prayers. See Acts 1 : 13, 14 ; 2 : 42» 
44 ; 8 : 12. 1 Cor. 10 : 17. Women are spoken of 
as disciples, baptized, tn the church; all the disciples 
were in fellowship or communion ; all were together " in 
breaking of bread,'' <&c. ; but the New Testament is 
silent on infant baptism. 

With respect to change of the sabbath from the 
seventh to the first day of the week, I would observe, 
that this change was alluded toby the prophet Isaiah, 
65 : 17, 18. " Behold, I create new heavens and a new 
earth ; and the former shall not be remembered, nor 
come into mind ; but be ye glad, and rejoice for ever in 
that which I create : for behold, I create Jerusalem a 
rejoicing, and her people a joy." " This passage," says 
Dr, Dwighty a zealous Pedobaptist, '' appears to me to 
place the fact in the clearest light, that a particular, 
superior, and extraordinary commemoration of the work 
of redemption by the Christian church, in all its various 
ages, was a part of the good pleasure of God ; and was 
designed by him to be accomplished in the course of his 
providence. But there neither is, nor ever was, any 
public, solemn commemoration of this work by the 
Christian church, except that which is holden on the 
first day of the week, or the day in which Christ 
completed this great work by his resurrection from 'the 
dead. This prophecy has, therefore, been unfulfilled, 
so far as I see, unless it has been fulfilled in this very 
manner." TIieoL Serm,, 106. 

Farther, it was predicted that the day of the resur> 
rection of the Messiah was to be a peculiar day. Ps. 
118 : 22-24. " The stone which the builders refused, 
is become the headstone of the corner : this is the Lord's 
doing ; it is marvellous in our eyes. This is the day 
which the Lord has made ; we will rejoice and be glad 
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in it.** This prediction is applied to the Messiah in the 
New Testament oftener than any other. Matt. 21 : 42. 
Mark 12: 10. Luke 20: 17. Acts 4: 11. £ph. 2 : 20, 
and 1 Pet. 2 : 4. The Jewish writers also applied it to 
the Messiah. It is evident, therefore, that Jesus Christ 
is the stone here mentioned ; that he was rejected and 
set at naught by the chief priests and Pharisees ; but, 
being chosen of God, and precious to him, this most 
valuable stone, thus despised and rejected of men, thus 
thrown among the rubbish, and buried in it, was at ' 
length, from such a state,, exalted to be the chief corner- 
stone in the building, the main support of the edifice, 
and a centre of union for Jew and Gentile, the two parts 
of which it consisted. " Of the day on which Christ 
arose from the dead," says the pious Bishop Home, " it 
may, with more propriety than of any other d&y, be 
affirmed, * this is the day which Jehovah hath made.' 
Then it was that the ' rejected stone ' became the ' head 
of the corner.' A morning then dawned, which is to be 
followed by no evening ; a brighter sun arose upon the 
world, which is to set no more ; a day began, which will 
never end ; and night and darkness departed, to return 
not again " Isa. 60 : 20. Hence it is called, in the 
New Testament, " the Lard's day,"" Rev. 1 : 10, i. e., a 
dav ccmsecrated and devoted to God. Numb. 6 : 27. 
\ Kings 8 : 43. Hence the apostles observed the first 
day of the week as a day sacred to God. Acts 20 : 7. 1 . 
Cor. 16:1,2. So in the New Testament we have " the 
Lords day^ or " the first day of the iweek," spoken of 
as a day observed by the disciples for religious purposes ; 
but no mention is made of infant baptism. These facts 
put the two subjects on a very different footing. 

2. It is very frequently objected, that, though we have 
no law in the New Testament for infant baptism, yet 
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there is no law against it. Or, to state the objection in 
all its parts, it is said *< the Jewish children were 
circumcised as a token of their interest in the covenant 
made with Abraham, and were members of the Jewish 
church ; it was, therefore, reasonable to expect that they 
would continue to be members of the Christian church, 
unless that privilege was abrogated by an express law ; 
but as there is no such law in the New Testament, 
therefore it is unjust and cruel to deprive the dear 
children of. these privileores." 

I answer, /r5«, that no argument can be drawn from 
circumcision in favour of infant baptism, as has already 
been stated, (E. Ill,, p. 89,) nor from the state of the 
Jewish children under the Mosaic dispensation, and of 
those under the Christian dispensation : for, as there 
was no visible church under the Old Testament, but a 
mere congregation, (E. ni.,'p. 97,) the Jewish children 
were members of the congregation only, and so are the 
children of Christians, but not members of the Christian 
church. 

To that part of the objection, « that it is reasonable 
and desirable that children should be baptized," I reply* 
that in positive institutions we have nothing to do with 
reasonings or conjectures about the propriety or impto- 
priety, expediency or utility. A " Thus saith the Lord " 
is a sufficient and binding authority for our obedience, 
^d the only rule for our direction. In addition to what 
has already been said on this subject, (Essay I.,) the 
observation of Dr, Claggett deserves our notice. In ar- 
guing against popish ceremonies, that they had neither 
Scripture precept norexample,he says: "Their congruity 
to our reason is not the proof of their divine institution ; 
since there are very many things which, to our finite 
understandings, would appear as useful and as reason- 
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able, but which yet God has not instituted . When it once 
appears what God has instituted in order to our salvation, 
and no more, we are to conclude that this is enough in 
its kind, because it is all that God bas done. But for 
that other kind of arguing, that God has been wanting to 
us in his institutions, if he has not instituted (this or that,) 
and, therefore, he has instituted it, I leave to those whose 
conclusions need it ; very much desiring them to consider 
what a cause that must be which drives them to such 
bold reasonings as these are." Preserv. against Pop,, 
Title 7, p. 93 The objection farther states " that, if 
children had no right to baptism, we should expect to 
meet with an express law excluding them." My answer 
is, that every affirmative command of Christ includes a 
negative. When Christ commands the baptizing of 
believers, he piohibits all others not so qualified, Nadah 
and Ahihu had no prohibition from using strange fire, 
yet they were . destroyed for using that fire which the 
Lord had " not commanded." If this objection be valid, 
why do we condemn the pope and his followers for 
using the sign of the cross, the holy unction, and a thou- 
sand other superstitions? For, though they are not 
commanded, yet they are not prohibited. The proper 
rule is, to worship God in what he has commanded, and 
in no other way ; else it is will- worship, and displeasing 
to God. 

Christ, the great Head of the church, requires certain 
qualifications of the candidate for baptism or church- 
membership ; such as illumination, conviction, repen- 
tance, and confession of sin, faith in him, becoming a 
disciple, &c. Matt. 3: 6; 28: 19. Mark 16: 16. 
John 1 : 29 ; 4 : 1. Acts 2 : 37, 38, 41 ; 8 : 36 ; 9 : 
18. (E. III., p. 99.) 

Hence it is evident that none who are ignorant of 
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divine things, impenitent and unbelieving, and who are 
not disciples and followers of Christ, and who are des^ 
titute of the Spirit, are proper subjects of baptism. 
Neither birth, rank, nor talent gives a title or fitness for 
this holy ordinance^ John I : 12, 13. 

Farther, in this objection the Baptists are accused of 
" unjustly and cruelly depriving the dear children of 
their privileges." Such is my aftachment to children^ 
that I should be exceedingly sorry if there were even 
a shadow of truth in this accusation ; nor can I 6nd 
any evidence to substantiate the charge. None can be 
said to be deprived of a thing which he never possessed, 
and to which he never had either title or fitness ; and 
it has been shown that infanta have neither title to the 
sacred ordinance of baptism, nor fitness for it. 

3. It is objected, in the next place, that it appears 
from Scripture that the Christian church is but a con^- 
tinuation of the Jewish church. 

In addition to what has already been said on this sub^ 
ject, (E. III., p. 97,) let us examine the ground of this 
assertion. 

The late venerable Dr. Mason reasoned thus : " W6 
know by experience that the church of God was in the 
world before us : so did our fathers ; so did the pre- 
vious generation ; and in this manner the historical fact 
may be deduced from the days of the apostles. The 
" tchurch," therefore^ has not been created since their 
days. Was it created then ? No. The apostles 
found it as we found it, dder than themselves. Their 
writings are full of its privileged, its ordinances, and 
other peculiarities ; but contain not a single hint'^^of its 
originating with them. They uniformly suppose its 
prior esteblishment, and speak of it as having been long 
' and familial Jy understood. Guided by the dew which 
14 
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they have pat into our hands, we go back to the hookB 
of the proj^hets, and meet the same supposition there. 
We proceed with similar si^ccess through the Levitical 
law and the Sinai covenant ; we pass the age of Moses^ 
and arrive at the yo^A^r of the faithful. Here the clew 
runs out." Essays on the ChurcIC, p. 36. Notwithstand- 
ing the acknowledged talents of the doctor, in his rea-' 
soning on this subject he was certainly mistaken. Is 
it, indeed, true that the apostles found it (t. e., the visible 
church) as we found i!, older than themselves ? This is 
taking for granted the very thing in dispute. We have 
found the visible church composed of particular churches^ 
^ each of which might give an historical account of its 
origin, when certain individuals, having satisfied each 
other that they possessed the requisite qualifications of 
^urch jnembers, formed themselves into a church, and 
chose their officers, and received new members in the 
same way. But the apostles found no such visible 
church, or particular churches ; for such bad no exis- 
tence under the Mosaic, Abriiharoic, or Patriarchal dis- 
pensation, as has been shown above. On the day of 
Pentecost the one hundred and twenty disciples were 
the church to which the Lord added about three thou- 
sand souls ; and this numerous body of Christians were 
the church to which afterward " the Lord added daily 
such as should be saved." 

Their acquaintance with the " privileges," &c., <&c., 
no more proves the real existence of a visible church 
under the Oki Testament, than the acquaintance of 
patriarchs and prophets, and other holy men of old, with 
the blessings and privileges of redemption proves the 
real existence of an incarnate Messiah and the finished 
woric ofredemption before their days. As they obtained 
their knowledge of things to come by types, promisee^ 
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^c, 80 did the apostles. Moreover, the Lord Jsmfs 
was, with them for forty days after his resurrection, 
<< speaking of the things pertakdng to the kingdom of 
Godj*^ or visibk church. Acts 1:3. 

It is not denied that the Jewish nation was a type of 
thexChristian church ; but the anti-type is not an identi- 
cal continuation of the type : it is separate and distinct. 
The portrait of a man is not the living man, however 
good a resemUance it may bear to him. The shadow 
is not the substance. This answer will equally overturn 
(he second ground of the assertion, viz., '' the Christian 
church must be a continuation of the Jewish churchy 
because the names, privileges, and promises of the latter 
are given likewise to the former." Is this conclusion 
conect ? Does it follow that the anti-type is a con* 
tinuation of the type, because some of the things said of 
the one are also said of the other ? Is Christ a con- 
tinuation ai the manna which our fathers did eat in the 
wilderness, because he calls himself the bread that 
came down from heaven ? Is the son of man a conti^ 
nuation of the brazen serpent, because he was lifted up, 
that whosoever believes in him shall not perish, but have 
everlasting life ? The benefits connected with the types 
were temporal ; those of the anti-type are spiritual and 
eternal. 'All the promises and threatenings connected 
with the Jews, as they were the naturtd posterity of Abra* 
ham, and afterward formed into a national commftmty^ 
were temporal in their nature and duration, afid depended 
on certun conditions of obedience : but the very same 
promises, applied to the Christian churchy are spiritual in 
their nature and eternal in their duration. The reader 
will please to attend to the language of the doctor 
himself. « The Jews," says he, " could nationally call 
God ' thek GimL' They often did so, and with rights 



Digitized by 



Google 



160 liSSiiYS ON BAPTISH, 

when they were gross hypocrites in the articles of their 
personal religion. The Sinai covenant constituted them 
the peop]e of Jehoyah, and him their God, as really, bat 
in a widely different sense, as he w&» the covenant God 
of Abraham, or of Paul, for personal salvation.'^ Essays 
on the Church, p. 44, note. 

The language of the apostle describing the Jews 
under the metaphor of an oHve tree, <Sz;c., is brought as 
another argument to prove that the Christian church is 
but a continuation of the Jewish chwch. Such is the 
reasoning o( Dr. Mason, " The apostle tells the Gen- 
tiles," says he, " that they were • a wUdf olive tree,' and 
that the Jews were * the good olive tree :' this cannot re- 
fer to their natural state, as sinners before God, for in 
this respect there was ' no difference ;' nor to their state 
as sinners saved by grace, for from this state there is 
no excision. It can refer to nothing but their visible 
church state, i. e., to their public relation to God as a 
covenanted society." Agreed; only let the doctor 
change the word '* church " to national or congregational 
" state." The doctor proceeds to inquire : " What, then, 
was this * good olive tree,' from which the Jewish 
branches were * broken off,' while the Gentiles were 
^ grafted in V Evidently the visible church, organised 
under the covenant made with Abraham. There was 
no other from which the Jews could be cast off." Essays 
on the Church, p. 55. it appears very evident to me 
that it was not the " visible church," for this had then 
no existence ; but the visible state of the Jews formed 
into a peculiar nation at the foot of Mount Sinia, intrust- 
ed with the oracles of God, with public means of grace ^ 
and regular religious instruction. Thus they were 
planted by Jehovah himself, a good olive tree, in good 
soil. Jer. 11 : IG, 17. In a similar manner the Jew* 
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ish nation and its peculiar priTileges are described under 
the metaphor of a vineyard, [Wanted by the Lord : from 
this *' good olive tree," L e., from this visible state of the 
Jews, as a nation, worshipping the true and living God, 
in the enjoyment of the means of grSte, ^hich may well 
be styled the *' root and the fatness,*^ many of the Jews 
were cut off, and havQ continued for ages destitute both 
of public and private means of religious instruction, 
while multitudes of the Gentiles wete united with those 
Jews who embraced the Christian religion. The olive 
tree, or congregation of Israel, was neither plucked up 
by the root nor cut off, but only underwent a change in 
some of its branches. Since this change took place, 
the olive tree is no longer called the " congregation of 
Israel," or of the Lord, but the Christian world ; for it 
includes all that are bom of Christian parents, or be- 
come proselytes, without respect to their moral charac- 
ter, just as it was with the Jewish nation. But here is 
the difference. Since the change has taken plac6 in 
the olive tree, the King of Zioa has given instructions 
to his disciples to separate themselves from the eongre^ 
gatiouj and to form themselves into a distinct society,, 
called the church, and thus openly and visibly profess 
their devotedness to Christ. The venerable Dr. Scott^ 
on Ps. 9 : 7, has the following paragraph : '^The creator 
of the world becamt the God or covenant friend of 
Israel, and the nation was under especial obligation ta 
devote itself to his worship and service^ being takea 
peculiar care of by him, and favoured with manifold 
advantages^ above other nations ; they were his people^ 
and the sheep of his pasture. Yet this was only an mit*^ 
ward relation and privilege to most of them : the whol& 
company were a kind of type of the true Israel ; and 
nations professing Christianity aie^ in a great measuro^ 
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ui a similar situation. Now, in very large congregations^ 
some may be supposed to be spiritual worshippers, and 
others to be destitute of saving and sanctifying iaith, . 
though attending oa the ftame means of grace." 

This sentiment perfectly agrees with my humble 
opinion, that the Jewish nation or congregation was not 
a spiritudl church or kingdom, like .the church or kingdom 
of Christ, but a mixture of good and bad, as our congre* 
gations are. 

4. Another objection has been often stated, and as 
often shown ta be absurd. It is very seriously and 
gravely said, that "to deny that the visible church com- 
menced in Abraham's family, is as much as to s^y that 
God had been for more thaa two thousand years without 
a visible church." But does not the very assertion of 
our brethrea deny the existence of a church before Abra- 
ham ? If, then, it was consistent wi^ God to be with- 
out a church from Adam to Abraham, why may it not 
be equally consistent with him to be without a church 
till after the resurrection of Christ ? Dr. Mason^s..de' 
Sicription of the state of the world before the call of Abra- 
ham is equally true after his call. **^ People of God," 
says the doctor^ ^ there were ; promises of .God there 
were ; gracious revelations and acceptable worship of 
God there were ; but a church of God, organized upon 
the principle of visible unity ^ there waa not" Essays 
an the Church, p. 37. 

How could the doctor ^ deay " that God had any 
ehurch on the earth for nearly " two thousand years" 
i. e., from the fail t» Abraham ? 

5. We proceed to \he next objection, which is stated 
thus : " Unbelieving and unconverted persons have been 
leceived as members of the church ^ why nuiy we not 
also receive unbelieving and unconverted children 1" 
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If our brethren mean that unbelieving and unconverted 
persons have crept into the church without being known , 
we should acknowledge the fact. But they tell us» Ist, 
that " the Jewish church, though constituted by the om- 
niscient God, consisted of hypocrites, as well as of true 
worshippers ; that it embraced multitudes who never 
were made partakers of saving grace ;" 2d, " that our 
Lofd told us in several parables that hypocrites and 
wicked persons must be left until the judgment day ;" 
and 3d,, we are informed *' that our Lord Jesus Christ,, 
who fell into no mistakes, actually did admit an uncon- 
verted man, a hypocrite, a trakcur, a devil, into the nunv- 
ber, not only of his disciples, but even of his apostles ; 
thereby instructing his chureh that the secret state of 
the soul before God is not to be her rule of Judgment." 
See Buck*s Theolog. Diet,, under the word church. 
BrovnCs Compend, Nat, and Rev, Religion^ B. 7. Dr. 
MasofCs Essays on the Churchy pp. 27, 67. 

We answer : With respect ta the first, it i« not dis-^ 
puted that, under the Mosaic dispensation, the righteous, 
and the wicked were equally members^ and that by de- 
scent ; but they were only of the congregation of Israel^ 
as nominal and real Christians are now mixed in ouc 
congregations : but they were not members of the visi- 
ble church, which had then no existence, as we have 
before proved. 

With respect to the second, three parables are refer- 
red tov The first is that of the tares and the wheat ; 
Matt. 1 3. Our Lord's, design in this parable is, to guard 
his disciples against persecuting those who would not 
believe their preaching ; to warn them not to make use 
of destructive weapons to make men to become their dis- 
ciples — ^the way in which false religion has always been 
propagated. Their duty was to preach the gospel in 
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the viofld as we do in our respective congregations, and 
leave the result of men's believing or not believing with 
God. This parable has nothing to do with church dis« 
cipline ; for, in the first place, our blessed Lord him- 
self has told us t^at " the field is the world."* It is 
strange, indeed, that any should dare to contradict the 
Saviour, and say the " field is the church,"' Secondly ; 
If the " field" were the church, an end would then be 
put to all church discipline ; for of what benefit would 
it be to ascertain whether a member has acted right or 
wrongy when we are told that the wiched must remain 
with the good ? Thirdly ; This parable of our Lord 
would be in plain contradiction to his directions given 
in Matt. 18 : 15-17 ; that the church is to treat an inn 
penitent member as a heathen man and a publican. To 
this it is objected, that the disciples knew that our Lord's 
kingdom is spiritual ; that they hod no idea of interfer* 
ing with civil society ; that, to cut ofif unbelievers, they 
knew would destroy the world ; and that the reason as* 
signed for letting the tares grow up together with the 
wheat, is our liabOity of considering a person to be a 
tare when he is a toheat To this we answer, first ; It 
is very evident that the disciples had no clear ideas of 
a spiritual kingdom till after the resurrection of Christ. 
Luke, 24 : 21. Acts 1 : 6. Secondly ; The caution ^ 
our Lord was very necessary, for the disciples manifest- 
ed a spirit of persecution, saying, '^Lord, wilt thou that 
we command fire to come down from heaven, and con* 
sume them V Luke 9 : 54. Thirdly ; It is true that, 
in all proceedings of church discipline, we ought to lean 
on the side of mercy, and never cut off a member till 
satisfactory evidence hav« proved him to be unworthy 
9f membership : but in the parable there is no doubt in 
the mutter ; the servants declared positively that there 



Digitized by 



Google 



ESSAY Y.] OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 153 

were tares among the wheat, and expressed their sur- 
prise how they came there. Nor did the Lord say, " be 
eareful, ye may be mistaken :" on the contrary, he con- 
firmed their declaration that there were tares, and that 
the wicked one was the aiithor of them ; still he directed 
his disciples not to cut off these wicked men out of the 
world, lest they should cutoff the wheat also. *' Destroy 
it not, for a blessing is in it.'^ Isa. 65 : 8^ 

The next parables referred to are the " net " and tho 
" ten virgins,^' Matt, chaps. 13 and 25. I have no ob- 
jection to apply these parables to the church ; and they 
teach us that the church visible is not perfect ; for there 
may be hypocrites in it, and we may not know the fact ; 
as the fisherman does not know what kinds of fish are 
in his net till it is brought to shore, nor were the five 
foolish virgins known till after the bridegroom had ar- 
rived. . But as soon as the fisherman finds out the bad 
fish, he throws them away ; and as soon as a hypocrite 
is found out and proved to be such, he is to be put out 
of the church by the brethren. And hypocritical pro- 
fessors, if their hypocricy be not discovered in the pre- 
sent life, when Christ shall appear in judgment, will be 
excluded from the kingdom of heaven. 

We proceed to the third objection, via. : That " our* 
Lord Jesus Christ admitted Judas — a devil," 4&;c. 

It is true that our blessed Lord for wise reasons, 
employed Judas as well as the other disciples and 
apostles ; but what has that to do with the church ? 
The visible church had no existence at that time ; Judas 
eould not, therefore, have been a member of it. Farther, 
if our Lord and Saviour had really received Judas aS a 
member of the church, instead of thereby teaching his 
church that the real state of the soul before God is not 
to. be her rule of judgment, and that this state is not to 
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be judged of by men accordiog to the best existing 
evidence; but that every applicant is to be admitted, 
irrespective of his character, he would have taught her 
to admit an unconverted man, a hypocrite, a traitor, a 
devil, under a full knowledge of his character. I cannot 
refrain myself from expressing my mind fully od this 
subject, viz., that whoever asserts that our Lord and 
Saviour, who could not fall into mistakes, actually 
admitted Judas as an example for the conduct of the 
church, " betrays something very different from modesty, 
by setting up a term of religious fellowship which would 
convict the master himself of corrupting his own 
church." 

6. Another objection is, that the covenant made with 
Abraham is still in force ; that it has never been abro- 
gated ; that it is called an everlasting covenant ; and that 
he is the father of the believing Gentiles as well as of 
the believing Jews. 

W6 have already stated that the covenant made with 
Abraham must be either the covenant of grace or ther 
covenant of circumcision. That the covenant of grace 
is still in force, and that with respect to this covenant 
Abraham is the father of believing Gentiles as well as 
believing Jews, none does deny. Neither do I deny 
that the covenant of circumcision is still in force. But 
with whom? not with the believing or unbelieving 
Gentiles, but with the natural descendants of Abraham. 
God is still the God of Abraham and of his natural seed 
in a peculiar sense : to them the land of Canaan still 
belongs, as much as it did while they were slaves in 
Egypt or captives in Babylon ; and he who has been 
their deliverer in times past, will deliver them again, and 
bring them as an unconverted nation to the land of 
promise ; and, till then, they will circumcise their chilv 
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dren tus a token of the existence of that cOTenant. Bu( 
all tkis has no more to do wkh the baptism, either of 
adults or infants, than the rainbow, a token of the cove* 
nant made with Noah. 

Having answered the objections generally brought 
Bgaipst the Baptist view of the subjects of baptism, we 
proceed to consider those against immersion. 

7. It is objected that John's baptism is a mere imi- 
tation or continuation oi proselyte of Jewish baptism. 

To this objection we answer, as it respects Jewish 
washing or purification, it is evident that John's baptism 
was entirely different, both in nature and design. The 
unclean among the Jews, whether male or female, 
i$nmersed or bathed themselves ; but John's hearers were 
baptized or immersed by kirn. John required fruits of 
lepentance, and directed faith in Christ before he bap- 
tized ; bjit none of these were required in the purifications 
of legal impurity. As for proselyte baptism, we have 
BO account of such a ceremony either in the Old or 
New Testament, nor in the Apocrypha, nor by Josephus 
or Philo. "That the Jews long since caused those 
whom they received as proselytes to wash themselves 
by dipping, and that infants, who could not do it them- 
selves, were )hus washed by others, seems, from the 
testimony of their Rabbins^ to have been the fact. Nor 
have we any interest in either affirming or denying it. 
We are certain, however, that it was not done by divine 
authority. For, 1. it was not required by the law 
respecting proselytes, which reads thus : * when a stran- 
ger will keep the passover to the Lord, let all his males 
foe circumcised ;' and then, what ? Be baptized ? No ; 
but, without any intervening ceremony, * let him come 
near, and, with all his circumcised household, keep it. 
One law shall be to him that is home-bom, and unto 
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the Stranger.' Ezod. 12 : 48, 49. 2. In all the Oli 
Testament we find not a lingle instance of a proselyte 
baptized prepajratory to admission among the Jews. 3. 
In the days of the apostles some who were prosel3rte8 
to the Jewish religion'— as, for instance, the Eunuch and 
Cornelius, and bid as fair as any to haVe been proselytes 
of righteousness, and so to have received proselyte 
baptism, if such a rite then existed among the Jews — 
nevertheless received Christian baptism ; which shows 
that the administrators in those cases either knew of no 
such thing as proselyte baptism, or that they did not 
consider Christian baptism to be the same continued ; 
for otherwise they must have practised anabaptism. 

" The whole amount, therefore, of the pompous parade 
of quotations made by the learned doctors to prove from 
Rabbinical writings that the Jews practised proselyte 
baptism, is neither more nor less than conclusive evi- 
dence that the Jews, in that article, as in many others, 
departed from the written and followed the oral law, 
which, although they profess to have received it from 
God, is believed throughout Christendom to consist 
only of the traditions of their elders. Mark 7 : 6-9. 
And what better is Dr. WaWs history of infant baptism? 
He proves, not by quotations from Scrij^ure, but from 
the men called the fathers, from the records of counsels, 
andfrom ecclesiastical creeds, that, not in the times of the 
apostles, but some time after the public appearance of 
thiX mystery of iniquity, which even in the apostle's days 
began to work — ^he proves, we say, that then infant bap- 
tism, and, in process of time, infant sprinkling, came into 
use. This, in our opinion, is all of which that famous 
history furnishes certain evidence. And thus, as Rabbi 
Maimonides proves the Jews to have departed from prt" 
mitive Judaism, Dr. WaU proves the Pedob(q>tists to 
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have departed from primUwe CkristianitfT^ W, Par* 
kinsan^ Ciradar Letter, 

John's baptism was a perfectly new institution. He 
was the first administrator of it, and was, therefore, hy 
way of emphasis, called " John the Baptist ;" and his 
baptism " the baptism of John,^ Had this ceremony 
been in use before, why should this name have beea 
given to him more than to any other ? If John ha4 
administered the sacred ordinance in the modem fashion^ 
by sprinkling, it would be unaccountable why they 
should call him " Baptist^ the immerser^ and noi 
" Rantisty^ the sprinkler / How strange it would sound 
to our ears had the translators informed us that '*iii 
those days came John the sprinkler!" Rather than 
acting thus ridiculously as well as unfaithfully, they 
complied with the rule prescribed, not to translate it at 
all, as has been shown above. In the Jewish writings 
and common conversation he is never called otherwise 
than " John the immerser,'* Jochenan Hammittavbail ; 
for the word Taval ia never used in any other sense, 
either in the bible or in their writings, than for immer- 
sing, dipping, or plunging. 

Again, why should it have excited such attentioa 
among the people, if not a new custom ? Or why shouhl 
they ask him, " why baptizest thou ?** And when Christ 
asked whether John's baptism was from heaven or ol 
men, why did they not answer that it was an old custom^ 
received of men ? Besides, John's baptism is called 
" the counsel of God ;" Luke 7 : 29, 30 : but if it had 
been a mere imitation of proselyte baptism, it could aoC 
have been thus denominated ; but should have been 
styled ** the counsel or device of men." Farther, John 
was so far from imitating tbe Jews, we are expressly 
Cold, that he baptized by a special command ^ God. 
15 
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John 1 : 6, 33. '* There was a man sent from God^ 
whose name was John ; he that sent me to baptize with 
water, Ac." 

There was also a striking similarity between John's 
baptism and that of the apostles. Did he require repen- 
tance and faith, so did they. Matt. 3 : 6-8. Mark 1 : 
4. Acts 2: 38. Mark 16: 16. Acts 8: 36, 37. 
Did he baptize by immersionj so did they. Matt. 3 : 6, 
16. . John 3 : 23. Acts 8 : 38, 39. Did he baptize 
by divine authority, so did they. John 1 : 6, 33. Matt. 
28 : 19. Mark 16 : 15. Did he baptize for the remis- 
sion of sins, so did they. Mark 1 : 4. Acts 2 : 38. 

Dear reader, attend to the testimony of some eminent 
Pedobaptists. 

The learned Venema says : " Part of John's office 
consisted in baptizing ; an external rite, then in a par- 
ticular manner appointed of God, and not used before, 
John 1. Matt. 22." Hist, Eccl, tom. 3, Secul. 1,^5. 

The judicious Mr, Jennings, after stating the argu- 
ments pro and con, says ; " Upon the whole, it is more 
likely the Jews took the hint of proselyte baptism after 
our Saviour^s time, than that he borrowed baptism from 
theirs ; which, whenever it came into practice, was one 
of those additions to the law of God which he severely 
censures. There wants .more evidence of its being as 
ancient as our Saviour's time than I apprehend can be 
produced, to ground any argument upon it in relation to 
Christian baptism." Jewish Ant., B. 1, ch. 3, vol. 1, pp. 
135, 138. 

Deylingius : ** The baptism of proselytes, in our 
opinion, seems to have been received by the Jews afler 
the time of John the Baptist; (the Jews) being very 
mtich influenced by his authority, and greatly admiring 
him. Certainly it cannot be proved by any substantial 
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testimony that it was in use among the Jews before the 
time of John. There is also a great difference between 
the baptism of John and that of proselytes, as the latter 
is described in the monuments of the ancient Hebrews : 
for the Jewish baptism was a rite of human institution ; 
but John the Baptist introduced his by the command of 
God. The baptism of proselytes was a civil rite, per- 
taining only to the political courts as Campegius Vitringa 
shows in his Arehi'Synagogus, p. 400. But the baptism 
of John and Christ is peculiar to the Christian churchy 
and is the means of conferring spiritual benefits.^ 
Obser, Sacra., Part 3, obser. 26, pp. 197, 198. 

/. G. Carpz&vius : *' We cannot be persuaded that 
the baptism of proselytes was prior to the baptism of 
John and of Christ ; partly because of the reasons pro- 
duced by that Very great man, Wemsdorfius ; but prin- 
cipally because there is a want of sufficient witnesses 
that the rite was used among the Jews of that time : 
for the testimonies produced are either from a following 
age, or of doubtful interpretation, and applied contrary to 
the design of their authors, as a bare inspection of them 
will show. The subject being examined with accuracy, 
it will appear that for an article of such weight, a rite 
of sQch great necessity, to have been involved in silence 
for so many ages, without any urgent reason, exceeds 
all probability. But supposing, though we do not admit, 
that the bathing of the proselytes was in use when the 
new dispensation commenced, yet it remains firm and 
certain that the sacrament of baptism has nothing an- 
swerable to the baptism of proselytes'; nor was it de- 
rived from that rite, but was immediately appointed of 
God. For as John was immediately sent of God to 
baptize, (John 1 : 33. Luke 3 : 2,) so Christ intro- 
duced the ordinance of baptism ; not from that of the 
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Rabbles for the admission of pioselytes, but from tbo 
Bioat wise counsel of God, from the bosom of the Fa-* 
ther." John 1 : 18. Matt. 28: 19. Apparai. Hist. 
Crit. AnU, Sac, AnnotaL, pp. 49, 50. 
I cannot omit the sentiment of the pious 
Dr. Owen : " The celebrated Selden has endeavoured 
to prove that Christ borrowed the hte of baptism from 
that which was then in use among the Jews. Others do 
the same. Learned men teach, and confidently affirm, 
that a proselyte of righteousness was never made, though 
circumcised, without being baptized. But, that any one 
should be made the partaker of all the privileges of that 
church, there was need only of circumcision, as express 
testimonies of the Holy Scriptures teach ; for so the law 
zuns, Ezod. 12 : 48, concerning the Rabbinical baptism 
not a tittle. The institution of the rite of baptism is 
nowhere mentioned in the Old Testament. There is 
no example of it in those ancient records ; nor was it 
ever used in the admission of proselytes while the Jew- 
ish church continued. No mention of it occurs in 
Philoy in JosepkuSf in JesuSy the son of Sirach, nor in the 
Evangelical history. This Rabbinical opinion, therefore, 
owes its rise to the Tanneraey or Anti-Mlshnical doctors, 
after the destruction of their 'city. The opinion of some 
learned men, therefore, about the transferring of a Jew- 
ish baptismal rite, (which, in reality, did not exist,) by 
the Lord Jesus for the use of his disciples, is destitute 
of da probability:* Theolog., L. 5, Digr. 4, p. 425. 
Heb., vol. 1, Exercit. 19, p. 272. Orig. Nat. of 
Churches^ pp. 36, 39. Such is the testimony of Pedo- 
baptists that John's baptism is from heaven, and not 
from the Jews : and is, therefore, a proper pattern for 
our imitation. 
Having lately seen the opinion of the Rev. Dr. Gtif- 
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Jin, President of William's College, " that John's baptisni 
did not belong to the New Testament dispensation," 
(see American Bapt. Mag., May, 1829, p. 291,) I beg 
leave to refer him, for a refutation, to the elaborate work 
" on the Religious Principles of Quakers," pp. 225, 258, 
by my much esteemed friend, the Rev, W, C. Brownlee, 
a Doctor of Divinity^of the Dutch Reformed church. 
Speaking of baptism, he says : ^* The origin of this 
institution is not to be traced to the sprinklings in the 
Jewish church. It began under the ministry of Joha 
the Baptist ; and he belonged not to the dispensation of 
the Old Testament, but to that of the New, See Mark 
1 : 1,2. He announced the high authority under which 
he acted. God ^ serU me to baptize* ^The Ward of 
God came unto JohnJ But Christ and his " disciples 
made and baptized more disciples than John,' even in 
the life-time of the Baptist. John 3: 22; 4: 1, 2. 
Can we venture to suppose the disciples did take on 
them to baptize without a commission from our Lord ? 
Is it conceivable that our Lord ^ould permit it without 
a rebuke ? Is it conceivable that he would permit his 
own servants to intrude on his house an institution 
that never received his sanction ? No, never. They 
practised it under his eye. * He made and baptized 
disciples * by them. He gave, therefore, in most un- 
equivocal terms, his sanction to this ordinance. He 
sealed it with the seal of heaven. Nothing but sheer 
prejudice of sectarism can repel the evidence of its 
divine origin^ thus spread over the first pages of the 
gospel. 

" When our Lord met his disciples previous to his 

departure to glory, he extended their commission. See 

Matt. 28: 19, 20. It is evident that he extends the 

commission to the pastors who should in continuous suo- 

. 15* 
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cession officiate in his house. It was only hj a sac* 
cession of pasuvs that aU nations could be taught and 
baptized. 

^ It is merely trifling on solemn matters to say (and 
yet Barclay, their measure and rule of Orthodoxy, does 
say it) that there is no mention of * water ^ in that 
commission of our Lord to us. When ' John was sent 
to baptize,' there was no ' mention of water.' But his 
practice was a plain comment on a very plain term. 
The point needs no laboured arguments, no profound 
dissertations. We appeal to the vocabulary and the 
lexicon for the meaning of the term. We have the 
literal meaning of it fixed, by all Greece to support. If 
any other baptism had been intended l^ our Lord, the 
intentional departure from the common acceptation of the 
word would have been frankly and honestly stated. 
Besides, the baptism of Christ's disciples was the same 
as the baptism of John. And John baptized with water." 

Here the doctor hath the following note : '* The 
denying of this would not materially affect my argument ; 
yet I must say a few words in support of the identity of 
these baptisms. The baptism of John and the baptism 
of Christ "^rete the same in their divine origin \ and the 
same as it respects the element and the mode of apply- 
ing it. In both the parties baptized did profess their 
feith in Christ, Acts 19:4; and also their repentance, 
Luke 3 : 3. The baptism of John was the baptism of 
the gospel. It was in practice after ' the beginning of 
the gospel,' Mark 1:1. It testified of Christ actually 
come. The prophets prophesied, and the ceremonial 
law was in force nntU John, Matt. 11 : 13. In him they 
were fulfilled ; and in him of course the shadows ceased. 
Hence it is obvious that John's baptism was a New Tes- 
tament rite. But the baptism of the New Testament 
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* is one,' Epii. 4:5; therefore the baptism of John 
and of Christ* are the same. Some critics have con« 
ceived that they have discovered proofs of John's dis- 
ciples having again been baptized. Bat there is no 
evidence of this in the New Testament. In Acts 19 : 
1-6, the inquiry which St Paul made of the disciples 
was not whether they were baptized, but whether ' they 
had received the Holy Ghost, i. e., in his miraculous 
gifts, since they believed. Water baptism was not the 
subject of the conference ; and, upon hearing their an* 
swer, that * tliey had not so much as heard of the outpour' 
ing of the Holy Ghost^ Paul laid his hands upon them, 
.and the Holy Ghost came upont hem. The fifth verse 

is not a part of the narrative of St. Luke : it is the con- 
tinuation of St. Paul's address, and what his disciples did. 

• When they^ the disciples of John, * heard this^ i. e., 
John's doctrine respecting Christ, * they were baptized* 
i. e., by John, ' in the name of Christ,^ This is the 
opinion of the ablest critics and fathers of the reforma- 
tion. Turrettine on the identity of the two baptisms, voL 
3, p. 444. £er. do Moore, vol. 5, pp. 396-402. VoL 
6, p. 802 ; and on the last point see Tur,, 3, p. 448. 
Beza, Mamixius, Coccius, dec, /. Mark, Medul. and 
Comp. in B. de Moore, vol. 5, p. 401, <&c., who gives. 
Mar k*s four arguments against the anabaptismof John^9 
disciples. 

Dilemma 1. "If the baptism of John was not the 
baptism of the New Testament, then our Lord was not 
baptized ; and hence he wanted that toward the New 
Testament church which, by circumcision, he had to^ 
ward the Old Testament church. 

2. " Hence the argument of St. Paul is evaded < one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism.' Our Lord had not on^ 



Digitized by 



Google — 



176 ESSAYS ON BAPTISH. 

of the bondsW union and communion said here to exist 
between each saint and himself. 

3. " Hence there can be no meaning in our Lord's 
words when he came to be baptized. If not of the New 
Testament, it could not be a part of his righteousness 
to be fulfilled." See also Dr. Lightfaot, vol. 1, p. 467. 

I thank the doctor for this conclusive argument to 
prove the identity of the baptisms of John and our Lord. 
And I am equally pleased with his argument to prove 
that John's baptism was water baptism, although the 
word " water^ was not mentioned ; and I cannot but 
hope the doctor will perceive that the same argument 
which proves this, proves also the identity of the mode ; 
for to say that John administered the sacred ordinance 
in any other way than by immersion, would be " mere 
trifling on solemn matters ;" for *' his practice was a 
plain comment on a very plain term. The point needs 
no laboured argument, tio profound dissertation. We 
appeal to the vocabulary and the lexicon for the mean- 
ing of the term. We have the literal meaning of it fixed, 
by all Greece to support us. If any other baptism " or 
mode *' had been intended by our Lord, the intentional 
departure from the common acceptation of the word 
would have been frankly and honestly stated. Besides, 
the baptism of Christ's disciples was the same as the 
baptism of John." And John immersed. 

8. The next objection is, that the word haptizo sig- 
nifies to wash as well as to immerse ^ and, for proof, an 
appeal is made to Mark 7 : 2-8, where the washing of 
hands, cups, &c., Sic, is mentioned. But no argument 
can be taken from this passage in favour of any othw 
mode than immersion. Every Jew knows that whatever 
is to be purified by water> whether cups, tables, bed% 
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&c., it must be by immersion. " And upon whatsoever 
any of them, when they are dead, doth fall, it shall be 
unclean ; whether it be any vessel of wood, or raimmit, 
or skin, or sack, whatsoever vessel it be, wherein any 
work is done, it must be put into water, and it shall be 
unclean until the even ; so it shall be cleansed." Lev. 
1 1 : 32. It is the unanimous declaration of the Rab- 
bins, " That wheresoever in the law washing of the 
flesh or of the clothes is mentioned, it means nothing 
else but the dipping of the whole body in water; for 
if any man wash himself all over, except the top of his 
little finger, he is still in his uncleanness.'^ 

Maimonides : " Whenever in the law washing of the 
flesh or of the clothes is mentioned, it means nothing 
else than the dipping of the whole body in a laver ; for 
if any man dips himself all over, except the tip of his 
little filler, he is still in his uncleanness." Hilchoth 
Mikva,, c.h. 1, ^ 2. Again : '* A bed that is wholly 
defiled, if he dips it part by part, it is pure. If he dips 
the bed in the pool, although the feet are plunged in the 
thick clay at the bottom of the pool, it is clean. What 
shall he do with a pillow or a bolster of skin ? He must 
dip them and lift them up by the fingers." Hilchoth 
Cailim, ch. 16, ^ 14. Notwithstanding the testimony 
of this most learned and judicious Jewish Rabbi, yet Dr, 
Wardlaw says, with respect to the immersion of beds : 
" He who can receive it, let him recei\^e it." Mr. Car^ 
son justly replies : " He who dares reject it,. rejects the 
testimony of God." Again he says : *^ If immersion is 
the meaning of the word, it is not optional to receive or 
reject it ; whether or not this is the meaning, must be 
learned from its history, not from the abstract probability 
or improbability of the immersion of beds. If the his- 
tory of the word declares its meaning to be immersion, 
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the mere difficulty of immernng bedsj in conformity to a 
religious tradition^ carmbt imply that it has another mean^ 
ing here* The principle, then, of this objection, and 
the language in which these writers state it, cannot be 
too strongly reprobated. If adopted on other questions 
respecting the will of God, it tends to set us loose from 
the authority of his word." Carson, p. 108. # 

Scaliger, speaking of the Jews' customs^ says : " The 
more superstitious part of them, every day, before they 
sat down to meat, dipped the whole body. Hence the 
Pharisee's admiration of Christ ; Luke, 11: 38." De 
Emend, Temp., L. 6, p. 771. As strange as such a 
custom may appear in Europe and America, yet it may 
be seen daily in the east. *' Why should it be thought 
incredible," observes Mr, Carson, " that the Pharisees 
immersed themselves after market ? If an Egyptian, on 
touching a swine, would run to the river and plunge in 
with his clothes, is it strange that superstitious Phari- 
sees should immerse themselves after the pollution^f 
the market ?" Besides, the learned Dr. Gale observes, 
that " all the versions in the Polyglot, except those of 
Montanus, and the vulgar Latin, to suit the Syriac, Ara- 
bic, Ethiopic, and Persic, unanimously understand the 
words in a sense quite different from what has been 
hitherto mentioned ; that is, they all take the meaning to 
be, not that the Jews washed themselves or their hands 
when they came from the market, but that the herbs, for ^ 
instance, and other things they bought there, were first 
to be washed, before they could be eaten. Thus they 
translate the place : and tohat they buy in the market, 
unless it be washed^ they eat not. It must be owned, the 
Greek is capable of this sense." Hinton on Bap., p. 34. 

Nor does the original word baptizontai signify to wash, 
except by immersion ; for it is from baptizo, not from 
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huo. Moreover, it is not to be overlooked, thattbe word 
baptize is never used in the New Testament to signify 
the washing of hands : a very different word is always 
used for this purpose, viz., the word nipto. In the case 
under review, this word ifr employed in the 2d and 3d 
verses as follows : '* And when they saw some of his dis- 
ciples eat bread with defiled (that is to say, with unwash' 
en aniptois) hands, they found fault : for the Phari- 
sees, and all the Jews, except they wash {nipzontai) 
their hands oft, eat not, holding the tradition of the el« 
ders." The historian then proceeds in the 4th verse to 
state another and very different fact : " And when they 
come from the market^ except they waah^ {baptizontai^ 
immerse themselves j) they eat not.^^ '* I claim not only," 
says Mr. Hinton, " that the term {ebaptisthe) may be 
translated immerse, but that in both cases (Mark 7 : 4. 
Luke II: 38) it ought so to have been translated ; 
rendering the word otherwise is contrary to the plain 
rule, that, the ordinary meaning of awordbeing established^ 
it is not to be changed without absolute necessity requires 
it; and where is any kind of necessity in these cases ?" 
Hinton on Bap,, p. 33. 

The historian relates two distinct custonis of the Jews : 
I. That they never ate until they had washed (nipto) 
their hands. 2. That on one special occasion, viz., 
" when they had been to the market,^* where they mingled 
with Gentiles, whose touch they considered polluting^ 
they always immersed themselves (baptizontai) before 
they took food. Not knowing what part of the body 
had come in contact with a polluting Gentile, the Jew 
thought it necessary to baptize or immerse himself, that 
he might be certain of being cleansed. Every family 
that could afford it, was furnished with a bath. I 
appeal to my Jewish brethren and to the learned reader 
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ibr the correctaefts of this statement. " Many of the 
most learned Pedobaptist writers," says Mr, Hinton, 
^* and their best^biblicd critics, are of opinion that two 
sorts of w ashing bf hands are referred to ; one by pouring 
water on them, (nipzontaij) the other by dipping, (hapti" 
zantta.) Professor Ripley j in his reply, quotes John's 
Inblical Archaeologyy RoaenmvUer^ Kuinsely Spencer^ 
Lightfooty and Dr. G. Campbell^ to that effect. I give 
the testimony of the latter : ' For illustrating this pas- 
sage, let it be observed, first, that the two verbs render- 
ed wctsh in the English translation are different in the 
original. The first is nipzontai^ properly translated 
%D<ish ; the second is haptizontai^ which limits us to a 
particular mode of washing; for baptisio denotes to 
plunge or dip? Accordingly, Dr. Campbell translates the 
passage, * For the Pharisees eat not until they have 
washed their hands, by pouring a little water upon them ; 
and, if they be come from the market, by dipping them.' " 
HintoTij p. 35. 

It deserves our notice, that in the prophet's direction 
to Naaman, (2 Kings, 5 : 10, 14,) the Hebrew word 
rcmhatz, to wash, is used, and accordingly the Septuagint 
translators used the corresponding word louo, to wash ; 
bpt when Naaman complied with the direction, the He- 
brew word t<n>al^ to immerse, is used, and the seventy 
translators used the Greek word baptizo^ to immerse, or, 
as the English version, " to dip" Much has been said 
on both sides of the question respecting the rackatz^ to 
toashj used by the prophet, and the word tavcd, to dip, 
used by Naaman ; but the following remarks of the learn- 
ed Mr, Carson I conceive the most conclusive and satis- 
factory : " The word," says he, " occurs in the Greek 
translation of the Old Testament, and is faithfully ren- 
dered d^ in our version, (2 Kings, 5 : 14 ;) < Naaman 
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went down and dipped himself (ebaptisato) seven times 
in Jordan.' Here bathing in a river is called baptism* 
What more do we want, then, to teach us the mode of 
this ordinance of Christ ? If there was not another 
passage of Scripture to throw light on the institution, as 
far as respects mode, is not this, to every teachable mind> 
perfectly sufficient t But it seems we are crying vic- 
tory before the field is won. This passage, which we 
think so decisive, has a far different aspect to others* 
On the contrary, it is made to afford evidence against us. 
Well, this is strange indeed ; but ingenuity has many 
shifts. Let us see how artifice can involve the passage 
in a cloud. Nothing is more easy : does not the pro- 
phet command Naaman to taash ; if, then, he obeyed 
his command by baptizing himself, baptizing must signify 
toashing. For the sake of argument, I will grant this 
reasoning for a moment. If, then, this is so, go, my 
brethren, and wash the person to be baptized, as you 
Hdak Naaman washed himself from head to foot. This 
will show that you respect the example. In whatever 
way the water was Applied to Naaman, he was bathed 
all over. If the word signifies to wash the whole body^ 
who but the pope himself woiild take on him to substi- 
tute the sprinkling of a few drops in the place of this 
universal washing? 

But I do not admit the reasoning that, from this pas- 
sage, concludes that baptizo signifies to wash, although 
no instance can be produced more plansible in favour of 
that opinion. This passage is a complete illustration of 
my canon. The two words iouo and baptizo are here 
used interchangeably, yet they are not of the same signi- 
fication. Not of the same signification ? it may b^ asked, 
with surprise. Elisha commands him to wash; he 
obeys by baptizing himself^ must not baptizing, then, be 
16 
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washing? I diink none of ifiy opponents wiQ wisli s 
stfonger •tatement of their objection than I haye made 
for them. But my doctrine remains uninjured by the 
assault. The true philologist will not find the smallest 
difficulty in reconciling this passage to it The words 
huo and bajaizo have their own peculiar meanings even 
here, as well as everywhere else, without the smallest 
confusion. To baptize is not to w€uh ; but to baptize 
in a river or in any pure water implies washing, and 
may be used for it in certain situations. If Naaman 
dipped himself in Jordan, he was washed. Ix comes to 
the same thing,, whether a physician says, baihe yourself 
every maming in the sea, or dip ymtrself every morning in 
the sea, yet the words bat?ie and dip do not signify the 
fame thing. We see, then, that we can make the very 
same use of our modem word dip that the Greeks made 
<^ their word baptize^ No man who understands Eng- 
lish, will say that the word dip and the word bathe 
signify the same thing, yet in certain situations they 
may be used indifferently. Persons at a bath may ask 
each other, did you dip this morning ? or did you baihe 
this morning ? To dip may apply to defiUng, or any* 
thing, as well as to washing : it expresses no more than 
the mode. It is the situation in which it stands and the 
word with which it is construed that determine the 
object of the application of the mode. To dK/> in pure 
water is to wash ; to dip in colouring water is to dye -, 
to dip into mire is to defile. None of these ideas, how- 
ever, are in the word dip itself. No word could deter- 
mine mode, according to the principles of criticism 
employed by writers on this subject." Carson^ PP* 81, 
2,6-8. 

Nor is there any more force in the other passage on 
which the ol^ction is raised, namely, (Heb. 9 : 10,) 
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V Diners washings^ immerswnsT' Our trantlatofs slioidd 
have used the word immertioos, or dippings, which 
would have expresised both tfao true meaning of the 
&riginal word bapHsnuns^ and the design of the apostle^ 
who alluded to the purifications by water, which were 
ail fay immersion, as we have seen. Under the hiw 
there were different immersions of persons and things^ 
and the same persons were immersed on different occa- 
simu. The baptisms of the Old Testament were in 
many respects different^ but all were identical in 
mode. Why, then, may not tho baptism in this place be 
immersion ! It is bare assertion to say ^ that the apos* 
tie proceeds to iUnstrate his observation by mentioning 
divers sprinklings, plainly proving that sprinkling was 
baptism." He mentions in the following verses the 
sprinkling of the unclean, but he does not say this was 
baptism. Some of the potifications under the law were 
by spnakling, others by immersion in water ; but these 
are never represented as the same. In the ceremonial 
service to which the apostle alludes in ver. 13, we find 
two distinct and separate parts ; the blood of bulls and 
of goats, and the asies of a keifer sprinkling the 'im« 
clean ; and the bathing m immersion of the person in 
water. Divers or different baptisms or immersions is 
the proper i0p<nrt of the tezi. See Numb. 19 : 7, 8. 

That the washing of cups, dtc., means nothing less, 
than immersimi or dip{nng, is confessed by many of our 
moat learned Pedobaptist friends. 

JBros. SehmidiuB : ^^ Baptem is to dye, to tmsierse in 
water ; also to wash, or to tm»ierte/or Ift^ sa&e ofwash^ 
ing or cleansing." Annot. on Matt. 3 : 6. 

Minter : ^ BapHzo^^ to baptize ; properly, indeed, it 
signifies to plnnge, to immerse, to dip into water ; but 
because it is common to pliinge or dip a thing, that il 
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may be washed, hence also it signifies to wash, to wash 
away. Baptismoiw, baptism, immersionv dipping into>, 
washing, washing away; ph^perly^ and according to 
its etymology, it denotes that washing which iaperfonn- 
ed by immersion." 

Dr, Hammond : *' The word here used, baptizesthtA, 
(as it differs from nipt esthai, verse 3,) signifies not Only 
the washing of the whole body, (as, when it is sud of 
EupoKs', that, being taken and thrown into the sea, bap-- 
tizeio, he was immeraed aH ovejt; and so the baptisms of 
caps, &c., in the end of this verse, is patting into water 
all over, rinsing them>) but washing any part as that is 
opposed to affusion, or pouring water oh them." Ajnnot. 
on Mark 12 : 4. 

9. It is farther objected that the word Baj^zein 
cannot always mean immersion, '* for it is incredible 
that the 3000 converted on the day of Pentecost could 
have been baptized on the same day by immersion." 
In answer to this objection, I would observe that, if there 
be any difficulty, it is as much (if not more) against the 
theory and practice of oui oppon^its aa against immer- 
sion. . 

Our brethren have repeatedly told us that the children 
of converts were baptized, together with their parents. 
This must have greatly increased the number to bo 
sprinkled, and, consequently, makes the account more 
incredible. But let us suppose that there appears really 
something incredible, that so large a number should be 
baptized in one day ; yet, if it be once proved that to 
baptize means to immerse, will this apparent difficulty 
justify us in charging the apostles with changing the 
mode pointed out to them by their Lord and Master, 
from immersion to sprinkling? Surely not. Moses 
informs us, concerning our father Abraham, " that he 
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took Isbmael, his son, and all that were born in his 
hoase, and all that were bought with his money, every 
male among the men of Abraham's house, and circum<t 
cised the flesh of their foreskin in the gel/same day as 
God had said unto him." Genesis 17: 23. Now, is 
there nothing incredible in this account of the inspired 
historian ? The mere act of circumcising and carefully 
binding up the wound of one individual (without the 
ceremonies used at present by the descendants of Abra*- 
ham) would require more time than the immersion of 
ten persons. Yet Abraham had to circumcise more 
thlm 400 of his household, (see Gen. 14 : 14 ; his trained 
servants, bom in his own house, were 318,) which 
would require at least as much time as the immersion 
of four thoueand ; especially when we call to remem- 
brance that Abraham was now at the advanced age of 
ninety-nine years. Notwithstanding all these difficul- 
ties, and others that might be conjectured, what son of 
Abraham did ever question the truth of the statement^ 
or ever suggest the jdea that " it is a thing incredible 
that Abraham could have circumcised so many in one 
day, and, therefore, circumcision could not mean cir« 
cumcision, but must signify a mere Incision in the flesh» 
no matter on what part of the body it be performed." 
Among all the absurdities of the Rabbins, this absurdity 
has never been thought of. To this day the sam» 
ceremony is performed in exact imitation of the venera* 
ble patriarch. Why, then, my dear reader, should wa^ 
contradictor pervert the statement given by the inspired 
apostle and historian? He teUs us, in words the most 
explicit, that 3000 were baptized or immersed: our 
friends say no ; this is incredible ; immersion cannot 
mean immersion, it most signify sprinkling ; a few drops 
of water applied to the body, no Hiatier where— on the 
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face, the forehead, or poured on the top of the head—' 
means the same aa if the whole body hsld been plunged 
in the water. 

But to be serious. The subjectis solemn. The ordi- 
nance is divine. lean perceive nothing incredible in 
the matter. ^ £ven granting that the three thousand had 
been baptized in one and the self-same day of/ their 
conversion, where is the difficulty ? It must arise either 
from the want of water or from the shortness of time. 
^^'The former could not be the ease, for it was ^t Jeru- 
salem, where, besides the public conveniences for immer- 
sion, such aa the pools of Bethesda and Siloam, there 
were many Mikwaoth, or collections of water in tb^ form 
of bathing houses^ for the purification of unclean persons 
and vesselis, dec, required by the law efMoBes, and which 
was alwaya by immersioB. (See Lev. 15 : 16^ Numb. 
19 : 7, 8.) Were an objector to the divine authority of 
the bible to urge that there was not a sufficiency of 
water In Jemsalem to enable the priests of the Most 
High God to conduct the required service of the temple, 
m which an abundant use of this element was emj^loyed, 
M'hat answer would our Pedobaptists supply ? LK they . 
could find water sufficient for this and the daily wanta 
of the inhabitants,^ th^re could be no deficiency fov the 
purpose of baptism. Besides, baths in private houses 
were common, anTcontinue so among the Jews to this 
day, for the use and convenience of bolh males vtA 
females in their time of purifications : for many J^ws 
immerse themselves every Friday, the preparation for 
the sabbath, and on the day of preparation for festivals, 
on days of fasting, ^c. 

Nor is there any difficulty with respect to the latter, 
viz., the want of time. These three thousand persona 
might hare been immersed, not only in one day, but 
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even in less than three hours ; for the twelve apostles, 
together with the seventy disciples, were all qualified for 
the sacred office. On the supposition, that they all took 
part in the solemn transaction, which is more than pro- 
bable, each individual would not have more than thirty- 
seven candidates ; and such a number could be immersed 
with the greatest ease in less than two hours. There is, 
therefore^ no weight in this objection. Yea, it is truly 
astonishing that the account given by the inspired histo- 
rian of three thousand converts being immersed in one 
day, when it is very probable that the act was performed 
by the mutual assistance' of eighty*two persrons, should '^^ 
be thought incredible. Strange that our brethren should 
credit facts related by men, and yet call 'm question, 
or try to explain away, facts plainly narrated in the 
inspired volume. Why should it be thought incredible * 
that three thousand have been baptized on the day of 
Pentecost, when our brethren have expressed their 
belief that Xavier baptized fifteen thousalnd Indians in 
one day ; and Austin ten thousand Britons in one day 
at Canterbury ; and that Pope Liberins baptized nine 
thousand Catechumens on part of a Saturday ? 
-r Nor is there any w^ght in the objection, " that it is 
not likely that the jailer and his family would, in the dead 
of the night, have gone out of the eity to be immersed 
in the river.^ We conceive there is no necessity for it. 
He had sufficient water on hie own premises. For all 
who have travelled in the east know that fe^^ large 
buildings are without tanks of water or bathing houses ;^ 
and this is particularly necessary to preserve health in 
-prisons, barracks, &c. 

1 0. Again, it is objected that the word haptizein must 
mean to sprinkle and pour, " because the Lord Jesus 
Chilat promised hia disciples that they should be bap- 
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tized with the Holy Ghost ; but the Holy Ghost was 
promised under the Old Teatament by sprinkling and 
pouring ; and on the d^y of Pentecost, when the promise 
was fulfdled, it was by pouring, and not by immersion ; 
and, therefore, to baptize means to pour." In answer 
to this, I would observe that the promise of the Spirit's 
influences was never expressed by sprinkling. Wben 
we read of ^* sprinkUng clean water ^^ it was in allusion 
to the sprinkling of blood under the Old Testament, and 
the sprinkling of the blood of Christ under the New 
Testament. But, when the Spirit was promised by 
pouring, it was used metaphorically to signify the a6im- 
dance di it to be enjoyed under the New Tastament. 
John 7 : 39. Hence the descent of the Holy Ghost on 
the day of Pentecost is neither expressed by sprinkling 
nor pouring, but by being " sbed forth," '' a rushing, 
mighty wind," which '* filled all the house," and all the 
disciples " were filled with the Holy Ghost." ^< If we 
may speak with strict propriety of the overwhelming 
influence of a torrent of eloquence, of how much more 
overwhelming a character was this wondrous commu*. 
nication of the gift of tongues ! and what term could be 
more appropriate than that of baptism ! If a figurative ex- 
pression must be farther dissected to search after sprin* 
kling or pourings the idea is clearly, not that each aposr 
tie was filled by an individual pouring, but that like the 
" aaund,'* as of a mighty wind, which " filled the room," 
so was the room filled with the Spirit ; so that all the 
disciples were immersed in it, as we are constantly im-. 
mersed in the air which we breathe." Hinion an Bap* 
Hm, p. 38. 

In this sense the promise of the baptism with the Holy 
Ghost has beei) understood by many of the most learned 
of Pedobaptists. Cyril, of Jerus^em^ makes baptism 
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an emblem of the Holy Ghost's effusion on the apostles : 
"^ For, as he thai goes down into the water, and is bap* 
tiaed, and surrounded on all sides by the water, so tho 
apostles were baptized all over by the Spirit ; the water 
surrounds the body externally, but the Spirit incompre«> 
hensibly baptizes the interior sovl.'* Hinton^ p. 39. 

Crurthms : " Baptism in the Holy Ghost is immersion 
into the pure wakr9 of the Holy Spirit ; or a rich and 
abundant communication of his gifts : for he on whom 
the Holy Spirit is poured out is, as it were, immersed 
into Atm." Inst. TheoU, ch. 33, ^ 108, 109, 110, 115. 

Reynolds : ^' The Spirit under the gospel is compared 
to water ; and that not a little roeasiure, to sprinkle or 
bedew, but to baptize the faithful in. Matt. 3: 11. 
Acts 1 : 6." Works, pp. 226, 407. 

TiUotson : " It filled all the house. ' This is that which 
our Saviour calls baptizing with the Holy Ghost : so 
that they who sat in the house were, as it were, im* 
tnersed in the Holy Ghost, as they who were buried with 
water were oyerwhelmed or covered all over with 
water, which is the proper notion of baptism." Serm. 1 97. 

11. It is objected, that inunersion is dangerous to 
health. 

To avoid the inconsistency of sprinkling, while they 
acknowledge that immersion was the apostolic mode, our 
Pedobaptist brethren say that in the eastern countries 
immersion might be used, but in these parts of the world 
immersion would be dangerous ; and God loves mercy 
rather than sacrifice. Thus Mr, Walaeus t " In warm 
countries the ancients practised an immersion for the 
whole body ; but in colder climates they generally use 
aspersion ; because a ceremony that is free ought always 
to give way to charity." Enehiridium de Bapt., p. 425. 

Mr. W. Perkins says : " The ancient custom of bap- 
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ti^g was to dip, and^ as it were, to dive all tbe body of 
the baptized io the water, as may appear in Paul, Rom. 
6, and the counsels of I^aodicea and Neo-Caesarea ; 
but now, especially in cold coiintries, the church uses 
only to sprinkle the baptized, by reason of children's 
weakness ; for very few of ripe years, are now-a-days 
baptized. We need not much to marvel at this altera- 
tion, seeing charity, and necessity may dispense with, 
ceremonies^ and mitigate in equity the sharpness of them.'* 
Works, vol. 1, p. 74. Edit., 1608. 

Keckermannus : *^ Though the terra baptism properly 
signifies immersion, and though also in the ancient 
church through the eastern countries, when baptism was 
administered^ it was not by sprinkling^but by immersion ; 
yet in the colder parts of Chrbtendom aspersioiK is used 
instead of immersion, on account of infants ; becaase 
charity and necessity may dispense with cteremonieSj and 
temper them with gentleness, so far as may be done with- 
out injuring the analogy." System Theolog., L. 3, ch. 8. 

A late writer on the subject of Pedobaptists tmmer^^ 
ing those who had been sprinkled in infancy, not only 
justifies the church and councils in administering the 
ordinance in whatever mode they may think most con- 
venient^ but he gives the same liberty to individuals. 
" Let every person," says he, " be. gratified in the prac* 
tice which his own conscience may dictate. Nor is it 
to be supposed that in an enlightened community, or 
under the ministrations of an tn^^/Ztg^efi^ preacher, people 
would become either in^gular or extravagant." New 
York Obs., April 26, 1828. 

In answer to this objection, we observe that it ha$. 

' never been proved that immersion is dangerous to the 

health of either adults or infants.^ But suppose that even 

in some cases immersion might be hazaidous to healthy 
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Ire should hav6 no &Ulhority to alter the mode of a posi- 
tive institution. In cases of sickness, &c., it might be 
necessary to delay the administration of the ordinance, 
no time being specified ; but we have no authority to aUer 
the mode of a positive institution. (See Essay I.) But 
we have already shown that the Greek church has in- 
variably administered the ordinance of baptism by im- 
mersion, although the climate Inhabited by a great part 
of that numerous church is as cold as in any part of 
Christendom ; and we have never heard of any ill effects. 
Nay, so far is immersion from being dangerous or injuri- 
' ouA to health, that some dT the wisest physicians have 
considered the cold bath, in general, a great promoter of 
health. Thus Dr. Wall observes : " That John Floyer, 
an eminent physician, endeavoured to show, by reasons 
taken from the nature of our bodies, from the rules of 
medicine, from modern experience, and from ancient his- 
tory, that washing or dipping infants in cold w%ter is, 
generally speaking, not only safe, but very nseMJ and 
that, though no such rite as baptism has been instituted, 
yet reason and experience would have directed people 
to use cold bathing both of themselves and children ; 
and that it has in all former ages so directed them ; and 
he prognosticates that old modes of physic and religion 
will in time prevail* when people have had more experi- 
ence in cold baths ; and that the approbation of physi- 
sicians would bring in the old use of immersion in 
' baptism." Hist. Inf. Bap., Part 2, ch. 9, p. 476. 

Dr. Franklin : " Damp, but not wet, linen may possibly 

give colds ; but no one catches cold by bathing, and no 

clothes can be wetter than water itself." Letters and 

i Papers on Serious Subj., p. 460. 

I The Rev. John Wesley has informed us " that Mary 

I Welch, aged eleven years, was baptized according to 
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the custom of the first church, and the rule of the church 
of England, by immersion. The child was ill then, but 
recovered from that hour." Exi. of Mr. /. Wesley^a 
Joumaljjram his embarking far GeorgiOy p. 11, 2d ed. 
Note on Rom. 6:4. 

But let us suppose for a moment that immersion was 
attended with as inuch pain and d<inger as chrcumcision 
was, would our Pedobaptist brethren allow us to omit or 
alter our Lord's positive institution ? Surely not. 

Dr. Sherlock : " If an express law may be disobeyed 
as oftem as men fancy they see reason to do what the 
law forbids, this overthraiM the whole auihority of making 
laws J and makes every subject a judge whether tbe laws 
of a sovereign prince should be obeyed or iw>t." Pre- 
serv. against Popery, Title 7, p. 21. 

Mr, A. HaU : " All that concerns the glory of God *• 
(and the honour of his church) " is unerringly and t/n- 
akerably settled in the Word of God, which is not yea 
und nay. It does not accommodate its doctrine to suc- 
ceeding periods of time, nor to the changing tempers, 
humours, or fashions of the place ; like its divine author, 
it is the same yesterday^ and to-day, wad for ever.** Gos- 
pel Church, p. 52. 

Abp, Seeker : " Surely it is enough that He is Lord 
and ICing of the whole eartb, and that all his dealings 
with the works of his hands are just and reasonable. 
Our business isj to obey and trust him with the conse- 
quences.^^ Lectures on the Cat.y lect. 2, 

The great Dr. Owen : ** That divine rev^ation is the 
only foundation, the only law, and the only rule of all 
religious worship that is pleasing to God or accepted 
by him, is a maxim of the last importance in divinity. 
This maxim teaches that everything appointed by God 
in his worship, however absurd, or difficult, or unpro- 
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filab]« it may seem io reason, is to be regarded and per- 
formed with the deepest jeverence and submission, on 
account of that supreme authority which appointed and 
required it." Theolog., L, 4, ch. 3, Dig. 3, p. 326. 

The pious Dr. Hunter : " No circumstances of pru- 
dence ot convenience can ever be with propriety urged 
as a dispensation .with a clearly commanded duty. 
Observe the delicacy and the danger of admitting a 
latitude and a liberty in sacred things. In what <;oncems 
the conduct of human life, in our intercourse one with 
another as the citizens of the world, many things must 
be left to be governed by occasions and discretion ; but 
in what. relates to the immediate wjorship of God, and 
where the mind of the Lord has been clearly made 
known, to assume and exercise a dispensing power is 
criminal and hazardous. The tabernacle must be con- 
structed, to the minutesit pin and hop, accordiog to the 
pattern delivered in the mount. If Uzzak presume to 
put forth his hand to support the tottering ark, it is at his 
peril. A holy and a jealous God will be served only b^ ^ 
the persons and in the manner which he himself hasg 
appointed. < I will be sanctified in them that come nigh 
me, and before all the people I will be glorified.' Lev. 
10: 3. When the great Jehovah condescends to become 
a legislator, the utmost extent of possibility lying^ open 
to his view,|wom«ion is made from the beginning for every 
case tha4 can happen.^'* Sac, Biog*^ vol. 3, pp. 93, 
362, 435. 

I shall close this particular with the judicious remark 
of the eminently pious Mr, Booth : " How lamentable 
and how shameful, to think of eminent Protestants 
adopting the principle, and arguing upon it, in favour of 
pouring and sprinkling ! for I am persuaded that none 
of them ever considered the Jewish church as autho- 

17 
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» 

rized by these ^ords, * I will have mercy and not sacfi" 
fice/ to alter any divine appointfnent Shall Christians, 
then, make more free with diyine authority than Jews, 
because they lire under a better dispensation ? Far be it. 
That would represent the Holy One of God as the minis- 
ter of sin ; would be contrary to Scripture and reason, 
to conscience and common sense. The disciples of 
Christ are as much obliged to regard the positive laws 
of the New Testament with strict punctuality, as the 
Jews were to observe their divine ritual contained in the 
books of Moses. Nay, our superior privileges are so 
many additional motives to perpetual obedience. 

^ Whenever any one, therefore, is inclined lo substitute 
aspersion for plunging, on a supposition c^ the latter 
being burdensome or indelicate, upon the foundation of 
those condescending words, ' I will have mercy and not 
sacrifice,' he should recollect that command of God to 
Abraham, 'ye shall circumcise the flesh of your fore* 
skin,' and see how far the gracious declaration would 
Itave applied there, before he ventures to aiter a positive 
appointment of Christ on that ground. Again, were it 
allowable to prosecute the hint which »&me of these 
learned authors give, (see page 28,) that is, for charity 
and necessity to* erect a court of chancery, to sit in 
judgment on the equity of God's commands, and either 
mitigate their severity, or dispense with them as we 
think proper, something, indeed, might then be done 
that would effectually obviate all shivering apprelieh- 
sions and every painful, nwdest feeling which the word 
baptize would otherwise excite in the breast of any. 
Nor would the relief afforded by such a court be con- 
fined to the frightful idea of plunging; for it would 
extend its benign influence to every other case in which 
our sovereign wills happen to clash with positive laws ; 
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because tbe unifonn laaguage of its decrees would be 
that of Peter to CbristrHBPARB thyself. While, how- 
ever, the validity of such a court remains doubtfu) it 
will be our wisdom, when the Most High speaks, iM^t to 
reason and object, but to adore and obey." Pedob. Exam. 
1,326. 

12. Indecency has been pleaded as another ground 
for changing immersion to sprinkling. But '' who is 
this that replieth against God ?" For, said the Lord 
Jesus, as an argument for his own immersion, '< thus it 
becometh us, or is becoming in us^ to fulfil all righteous- 
ness." Objections like this are themselves indecorous ; 
especially when they come from those who raise no 
such objection against cifcwncisiot^. Besides, were 
(here*no females among the great number of penitents 
baptized by John in Jordan ? See Matt. 21 : 32. And 
is it not certain Uiat at Samaria believers, both men 
and women, were baptized? kctA 8: 12. Let our 
brethren call to recollection the act to which Abraham 
and all the men of his household were required to submit, 
and to which they did submit, and which rite the 
Jewish nation still observe^and performed it generally in 
the Synagogue, in the most public manner ; and neither 
Jews nor ChristianiB have ever found fault with it as 
indecent. 

13. Having already exceeded my intended limits, I 
hasten to close this part of the subject by noticing, as 
the last objection against the mode, a ver}* common 
opinion, viz.* that the mode is of no importance, ao loQg 
as water is applied ; the quantity of water being but a 
armtmstanee not essential to the ordinance. Perhaps 
few persons living have had better opportunities of be- 
coming acquainted with Christians of different denomi- 
nations than I have been favoured with, both in Europe 
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and in this country : and, as the subject of baptism has 
been frequently introduced, I have observed that many 
^nA) expressed their conviction that immetsion is the 
Scriptural mode, " still said that, as sprinkling was much 
more convenient, it would answer the same end ; that 
the quantity could be of no importance ; and that, as long 
as water is applied, the command is complied with.'^ 
I acknowledge, with deep regret and much sorrow, that 
I have m3rself used expressions like these ; but I hope 
the Lord has graciously pardoned this sin also, for I did 
it ignorantly r and I most affectionately entreat the 
reader to pause and consider the subject seriously and 
prayerfully. When Naaman, the leper, was directed to 
wash in Jordan, he was angry, imagining that the waters 
in the rivers of Damascus were equally good,*if not 
better. True, had the prophet said only, go and wash 
in water, it could have made no difference in which river 
he had dipped himself; but, since Jordan was named, 
it became the leper^s duty to dip in Jordan ; even so, 
had the Lord Jesus Christ commanded merely to apply 
water, the quantity could have made no difference, 
whether it were done by immersion, pouring, or sprin- 
kling ; but as he expressly used the word which signifies 
to immerse, after having demonstrated his meaning by 
his own example, it is daring presumption to pervert the 
meaning of this law. We have no right to alter God's 
commandments. It has already been shown, in our 
first Essay, that our obedience is to be grounded on the 
majesty and authority of the commander, and not on the 
judgment of the subject. If an Israelite had circumcised 
his child on the seventh or on the ninth day instead of 
the W^A^A, although he performed the act of circumcision, 
yet, having altered the mode in not performing it at the 
time specified in the commandment, he would have been 
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gailiy as a transgressor ; and the male child, which was 
not circumcised on the eighth day, was to be cut off from 
God'^ people. Hence, though no work, was to be diine 
on the sabbath, yet die child must be circumcised, be- 
cause the time, as well as the act, was commanded. 
''Under the Mosaical law," says the learned Vincent 
Alsapf '' God coraoiaBded that they should offer to him 
the daily burnt-offering ; and in this case the colour of 
the beast (provided it was otherwise rightly qualified) 
was a mere circtimstanee, such as God laid no stress 
up<Hi ; and that man had proved himself a superstitious 
busy-body who should curiously adhere to any one 
' colour. But for the heifer whose ashes were to make 
the water of separaiion^ there the colour was no circum* 
stance, but made by God'^ command a substantial part 
of the service. To be red was as much as to be a 
heifer : for, when circumstances have once passed the 
royal assent, and are stamped with a divine seal, they 
become substantials in instituted worshipw As we must 
not think that God appreciates whatever men set a high 
value upon, so neither are we to judge that he dises- 
leems anything because it is grown out of fashion, and 
thereby exposed to contempt by the atheistical wits of 
mercenary writers. It is a practice too commcm, that, 
if any of Christ's institutions seem necessary to be bro- 
ken, it will be first necessary to decry them as poory low, 
inconsiderable circumstances ; and then to fill the peo- 
ple's heads with a noise and din, that Christ lays little 
stress on them ; and, in order hereto, call them the dr* 
cumstantialSf the acoidentalSf the minutia^ the punctilios^ 
and« if need be, the Petty-Johns of religion, that con- 
science may not kick at the contemning of them." So* 
ber Inquiry, p. 289. 
Having now answered the objections brought against 
17* 
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immersion, we will consider those brought against th^ 
Baptists themselves. 

14. It is very commonly objected, that baptism is a 
subject of no importance, a non-essential; and that Bap- 
tists lay far too much stress on it. 

As common as it is for people to talk about non-essen- 
tials in religion, there is reason to fear that many '< nei- 
ther understand what they say nor whereof they affirm." 
It is a just remark of the learned Dr. Grosvenor, that 
*' the diminutive things that have been said by some of 
the positive appointments in religion, and the extrava- 
gant things that have been said by others, are two ex- 
tremes which true reasonings lead nobody into on either 
hand. It is as contrary to the nature of things to make 
nothing of them, as to make them the whole of religion. 
To know exactly the regard that is due to them, is to 
find out the rank and order they are placed in by Him 
who has appointed them.'* *' Some things," says the 
same author, *<are absolutely necessary to salvation, 
and in their own nature. We call those things absolute- 
ly necessary, without which there can be no salvation 
at all. Thus, a mind suited to the happiness intended 
by the word salvation, is absolutely necessary ; or holi- 
ness, without which no man shall see the Lord. All the 
titles in the world to heaven can never give the pleasure 
of heaven, without a suitableness to its enjoyments. 
Fitness here is as the eye to the delights of colours and 
prospects % the ears, to the pleasures of harmony ; and 
as the palate to those of taste and relish ; that is, a 
capacity of enjoyments. As there must be an animal 
nature for animal pleasures, a rational nature for the 
rational ones, so there must be the divine and heavenly 
nature for those that are divine and heavenly. No man 
would care to live, even with God, whom he did nol 
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lore. A disposition to obey diviae orders wherever they 
are discerned, either positive or moral, is part of that 
hoUness, without which no man shall see the Lord. I 
may be saved without a sacrament, but I cannot be 
saved without a disposition to obey Crod's authority 
wherever I see it. A sacrament is a positive rite, and 
not to be compared with moral virtue and Christian, 
grace. Or can there be any moral virtue or Christian 
grace without a disposition to obey the authority of 
Christ wherever I discern it? Surely obedience to 
God's commands is moial excellence, though the in- 
stances of that obedience may lie in positive rites. The 
sincerity and truth of such a disposition are best known 
by its being uniform and universal. Ps. 119 : 6. The 
author of our religion has told us, and added his example 
to his word, that thus it becomes us to fulfil all righteous^ 
nesst and so ordered himself to be baptized. Baptism 
was a positive rite, an external thing ; and yet he calls 
it righteousness ; such righteousness as became him, who 
was the Holy One of God ; became Him who had in* 
trinsically no need of any outward ceremony ; whose * 
iitward purity was perfectly divine ; and if it became 
Him to fulfil such sort of righteousness, it can -hardly 
become any who pretend to be his followers to neglect 
it." Moral ObUgaiion to the Positive Appointments in 
ReRgion. 

Although our dependance for salvation is on Christ, smd 
Him alone, yet that should not hinder, but rather farther, 
our obedience. To neglect a positive law we haiv al- 
ready shown (Essay I.) is criminal. Although circum- 
cision was no saving ordinance, yet whoever was not 
circumcised was cut off from among the people. Gen. 
17 : 14. Exod. 4 : 24. Even so baptism. It is a stand- 
ing ordinance ; and those who neglect it, or use it in an 
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improper manner, offend God ; and every transgression 
exposes them to punishment, as those w«te punished 
who ate and drank unworthily, 1 Cor. 11 : 29, 30. 

Now, this is all Uie stress and importance Baptists at- 
tach to the sacred ordinance of baptism. But it is very 
evident that our Pedobaptist brethren lay a great des^ 
more stress on it. Multitudes of tkewi have openly de- 
clared it absolutely necessary to salvation f others, who 
do not go all that length, yet go a great way too far. 
History informs us that in the beginning of the fourth 
century it was believed by some that baptism was neces* 
sary to salvation.* This is acknowledged by many of 

♦ Alas ! how true it is that " error never goes alone." It is like 
the small rivulet which, in its progress, unites various streams, and 
thus becomes a large and powerful river, which carries everything 
before it. Believing that baptism was necessary to salvation, na- 
taraUy led first to aspersion or spiinkting, and then to infant bsptism. 
When a person was sick and supposed to be dying, to secure his 
salvation, they were anxious to baptize him ; and, as he could notgo 
to the water, they conceived that water might be brought to him ; 
and, as immersing a sick person in cold water was thought danger- 
ous, th^ affirmed that pouring water upon him was sufficient. 
Thus the change of immersion to pouring, in c&ses of necessity, 
was at first thought to be lawful ; but the Council at Ravenna, in 
the thirteenth century, improved upon this, and declared sprinkling 
and dipping indifferent. The belief, that baptism was necessary to 
, salvation, led also to infant 'baptism, which till then had not been 
known. Justtn Martyr^ who, in the middle of the second century, 
adiressed a letter to the Emperor Antonins PiuSt describing the 
tiature of conversion, and of forming Christian societies, never men- 
tion^he baptism of infants. TerttUliant ^bo lived in the begin- 
ning of the third century, is the^r«/ who mentioned infant baptism, 
and he opposes it as an error. About fifty years after this Cyprian^ 
bishop or minister of Carthage, (who justified the consecration of 
baptismal water, the exorcising of the devil, the necessary use of 
chrism or anointing in baptisoi, with other superstitions practices, 
and who was the first that vindicated the chaiige of inimersioa into 
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the most learned Pedobaptist divines. ^ Such is the tes- 
timony of Vitringa^ Venema^ SahnasiuSj Hospinianusy 
SuiceruSy Episcopius^ Dr. Owen^ Dr. Wallj ^c Long 
quotations from their writings on this subject may bo 
seen in Booth*8 Pedohap. Exam.^ vol. 2, ch. 3. Nor 
have all our modern Pedobaptist brethren rejected this 
opinion. To this day it is believed that infants are to 
be baptized, because it is necessary to salvtition ; that in 
the act of baptism they are regenerated, cleansed, and 
justified, and their sins forgiven ,- that they are dehvered 
from the greatest of evils, and enriched with the best 
«And most excellent endowments ; fHled with divine grace ; 
made the children of God and heirs of eternal salvation ; 
that they are joined and knit to Christ, as members to 
the head ; that they are signed with a character which 
can never be blotted out of their souls. Such was the 
doctrine of the Council of Trent and of the Greek church, 
who immersed their infants, and is taught in the confes- 
sions of Helvetiay Bohemiaj Augsburg j Saxony , Witten- 
burg J Sttevekmdj and by the Church of England^ by the. 
Westminster assembly. As the reader may not be ac- 
quainted with the Episcopal form as used in England, I 
insert a copy. At baptism the minister says : " This 
child is regenerated and grafted into the body of Christ's 
church." At confimuUiony the bishop having asked the 

aspersion or sprinkling :) this man not only himself approved of bap- 
tizing infants, but also recommended it to others in the name of a 
Gouncirof sixty-six bishops or pastors. Through the influence of 
AugiuHnet in a council of ISAeen bishops, met at Mela^ in NuMidia, 
Ann. 416, it was decreed and enforced by Anathema that ** It is 
the pleasure of all the bishops present in the holy Synod to order 
that whosoever denieth that infanU newly bom of mothers are to 
be baptized shall be accursed." More than four hundred churches 
in Africa refused submission to this decree, and, consequently, be- 
came the subjects of cruel and extensive persecution. 
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children iodividually, **Who gave you this name?'* 
they, agreeably to instraction given them, reply, '^ My 
god-fathers and god-mothers in my baptism, wherein I 
was made a member of Christ, a child of God^ and an 
inheritor of the kingdom of heaven, Aft«r the children 
have repeated in their mother-tongue the creed, t,he 
Lord's prayer, the ten commandments, and answered 
some questions, the bishop lays his hands upon their 
heads and prays thus : " Almighty and everlasting God, 
who hast vouchsafed to regenerate these, thy servants, 
by water and the Holy Ghost, and hast given unto them 
forgiveness of all their sins, <&;c. ;" and in a following 
collect he says : " These, thy servants, upon whom (after 
the example of thy holy apostles) we have now laid our 
hands to certify them (by this sign) of thy favour and 
gracious goodness toward them." Thus, as infants, they 
have been regenerated in baptism^ of which^in riper years, 
they were confirmed and certified ; and at their burial, 
no matter how wicked their lives may have been, (except 
self-murderers or excommunicated,) their bodies are com- 
mitted to the dust in " sure and certain hope of a resur^ 
rection to eternal lifcj^ and thanks are given for " God's 
taking the soul of this dear brother (or sister) to himself." 
A w ful delusion indeed ! . Assembly Conf of Faiths ch. 28. 
*' Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testament, ordained 
by Jesus Christ, not only as the solemn admission of the 
party baptized into the visible church, hut also to be unto 
him a ^e^n and 96a/of the covenant of grace, of his ingraft- 
ing- into Christ, of regeneration, of remission of sins," 
&;c. Again ; " The efficacy of baptism is not lied to 
that moment of time wherein it is administered ; yet not- 
withstanding, by the right use of this ordinance, the grace 
promised is not only Offered, but really exhibited and con- 
ferred by the Holy Ghost to such (whether of age or in- 
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fants) as. that grace belongeth unto, according to God's 
own will in his appointed time.'' Judging Irom the life 
and conduct of many who have been sprinkled in infancy, 
it seems that, by baptism, grace is promised, and sealed 
and offered, to many to whom, according to Chd^s oum 
mil, it does not belong. 

Dutch Reformed Chtrch Conf. of Faithy Art. 34. 
" Christ shed his blood no less for Uie washing of the 
children of the faithful than foradnlt persons; and, there- 
fore, they ought to receive the sign and sacrament of 
what Christ has done for them." Again, the Heidelb. 
Cat. Lord's day 26th, says, ** that I (viz., the person 
baptized) am as certainly washed by his blood and spirit 
from all the pollution of my soul-^that is, from all my sins 
— ^as lam washed externally with water." Is this really 
true of all baptized children ! 

Innumerable testimonies might be adduced from the 
writings of individuals, but two or three must suffice. 
John Calvin says : ** Baptism is a sign of initiation, by 
which we are admitted into the society of the church, 
in order that, being incorporated into Christ, we may be 
numbered among the children of God. In baptism God 
assures us that all our sins are cancelled, eflfaced, and 
obliterated, so that they will never appear in his sight, 
or come into his remembrance, or be imputed to us. 
Baptism is also attended with another advantage; it 
shows us our mortification in Christ, and our new life 
in him. Rom. 6 : 3, 4." Institute, B. 4, ch. 15. Mr, 
Henry, vrhose commentary on the bible displays so much 
piety, learning, and judgment, yet had his mind so much 
prejudiced by education, that he advances the following 
sentiment : " Such are the privileges which attend this 
ordinance, that, if our Master had bid us do' some great 
thing, would we not have done it, rather than come short 
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of them ? mucli more when he oniy saith unto us, toash, 
and be clean ; wash» and be Christians. The gospel 
contains not only a doctrine, but a covenant^ and by 
baptism we are brought into that covenant. Baptism 
wrests the keys of the heart out of the hands of the 
strong man armed, that the possession maybe surrender- 
ed to him whose right it is. The water of baptism, is 
designed for our cleansing from the spots and defile- 
ments of the flesh. In baptism our names are engraved 
upon the breast-plate of this Great High Priest. This, 
then, is the efficacy of baptism ; it is putting the child's 
name upon the gospel grant. We are baptized into 
Christ's death ; i. e., God does, in that ordinance, seal, 
confirm, and make over to us all the benefits of the 
death of Christ. Infant baptism speaks an hereditary re- 
lation to God, that comes to us by descent. Baptism seals 
the promise of God's being to me a God, and that is 
greatly encouraging ; but infant baptism increases the 
encouragement, as it assures me of God being the God 
of my father's, and the God of my infancy." Treatise 
on Baptism, Passim. Aaother Protestant divine has 
informed us '* that Christ has nothing to do with any 
man, tior any man with Christ, till he is baptized with 
water. All power in heaven and on earth is in baptism. 
He that is not baptized has no inteirest in Father, Son, 
nor Holy Spirit. By this ordinance he is united unto the 
true God, and becomes one with him in all things. Bap- 
tism is our righteousness and holiness ; it is remission 
and cleansing from sin ; and, though our sins are red as 
scarlet, baptism makes white, and whiter than snow. 
He who is baptized is as white and clean from sin as 
God can make him." Lewelyn^s Treat, on Bap.fpp. 5-23. 
Dear reader^ allow me now to ask you the following 
questions : First, Who do you think lay the greatest 
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Stress 09 baptism, the Baptists or the Pedobaptists ? 
Secondly, If the preceding statement be true, if grace 
be given the child in baptism, if God has truly regene^- 
rated it, and has actually made it a member of Christ, 
a child of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of hea- 
ven, I ask, how comes it to pass that persons baptized 
in iiifancy are not uniformly pious in their after-lives ? 
How is it that so many of them turn out such profligates ? 
Are these the fruits or evidences of their regeneration ? 
Are these the persons that may call God their Father, 
Christ their Head, and heaven their home 1 I ask once 
more, how are these things consistent with the doctrine 
of perseverance ? Justice, however, requires the ad- 
mission, that all Pedobaptistis do not attach so much im^ 
portance to infant baptism. Jlfr. Bradbury says : " That 
your children shall be sanctified from their mother's 
womb, upon their being received in this ordinance, is 
making the blessing of the new covenant come by the 
will of men and of the will of the flesh, and not of God. 
But be not deceived; God is not mocked. Do not think 
so idly of those favours that come by his Spirit." Duty 
and Doctrine of Baptism, p. 19. 

The late Pedobaptist writer in the New York Ob'» 
server, mentioned above, states that infant baptism is 
wholly the act of the parents, and that the child derives 
no other benefit from it but a dedication to God ; and in 
the close of his paper he observes : *< If the Pedobaptist 
churches would take this groun^i and relinquish the idea 
that baptized children are in any such sense members of 
the church as to entitle them, by reason of their baptism, 
to a seat at the Lord's table, and to subject them to the 
discipline of the church, they would find their system, I 
think, more consistent with Scripture, and moire accor- 
dant with what, in fact, is practicable.^ 
18 
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It is gratifying to see the rapid progress of the Baptist 
sentiment. Nor can it be otherwise. In proportion as 
the bible is circulated and read without note and com- 
ment, in the same proportion we may hope God will be 
worshipped without human inyentions. Hasten it, Oh 
Lord, for thy name's sake. Amen. 

15, Close communion is another objection against 
the Baptist sentiments and practice. 

Not a few pious and conscientious Christians, con- 
Tinced of the truth of the Baptist sentiments, have been 
kept back by the erroneous and slanderous report, that 
the Baptists are a bigoted, narrow-minded sect, because 
they allow none to come to the Lord's table except the 
members of their own denomination, as if they were the 
only people fit for heaven. 

Certainly our Pedobaptist brethren cannot mean by 
this objection that we ought to admit a person who is a 
heretic in sentiment or immoral in practice ; for to such 
some-of them refuse admittance, as well as we. Their 
objection, therefore, we conceive, is, that we do not admit 
such as are church-members in good standing in every 
other respect, except that they have not been immersed 
after &personid profession of faith. I confess, with deep 
regret, that this objection had once great weight upon 
my mind, and excited not a little prejudice against the 
Baptist denomination. I remember that once, after ha- 
ving preached in a Baptist church, immediately before 
the administration of the Lord's supper, on leaving the 
pulpit, I expostulated with the minister for refusing me 
a crumb of bread from the LorcTs tahle^ after I had dis- 
pensed the bread of life to the whole congregation. But, 
as hard as I then thought of this conduct, I cannot rwm 
but approve of it, as a thing absolutely necessary to 
make their practice consistent with their principles. 
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A moment's reflection will, I trust, convince the reader 
of the propriety of close communion. No man, I believe, 
if considered by our Pedobaptist brethren as not baptized, 
would be admitted to break bread at the Lord's table 
in any of their churches, however amiable his character* 
or how much soever they^ might esteem bim in other 
respects. During my examination of the subject of 
baptism, I found that it is a universally received opinion 
that the ordinance of baptism ipust precede the Lord's 
supper, and that whoever refuses to submit to the former* 
or is unqualified for it, is to be refused admission to the 
latter. This might be confirmed by innumerable testi- 
monies from public^ catechisms and confessions of faith, 
as well as from the writings of pious and learned Pedo- 
baptists. I select but a few. 

Justin Martyr J speaking of the Lord's supper, says : 
" This food is called by us the Eucharist, of which it 
is not lautfid for any to partake but such as believe the 
things that are taught by us to be true, and have been 
baptized:' ApcHog, 2, p. 162. 

Lord Chancellor King says : " Baptism was altoaye 
precedent to the Lord's supper ; and none were admitted 
to receive the Eucharist till they were bapdzed. This 
is so obvious to every man, that it needs no proof." 
Inquiry, Part 2, p. 44. 

Dr. WaU informs us that " No church ever gave the 
communion to any persons before they were baptized. 
Among aU the absurdities thc^t ever were held, none ever 
maintained that, that any person should partake of the 
communion before he was baptized.'* Hist. Inf. Bap., 
Part 3, cfa. 9. 

The very learned Benedict Pictet says : << The supper 
of our Lord ought not to be administered to persons that 
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are unhaptized ; for before baptism men are nojt con- 
sidered as members of the visible church." Theohg. 
Christ,, 959. 

Dr, Doddridge tells us '^ it is certain that, as far as 
our knowledge of primitive antiquity reaches, no unhap- 
fixed person received the Lord's supper.-' Again he 
says : " How excellent soever any man's character is^ he 
must be baptized before he can be looked upon as 
completely a member of the church of Christ." Lectures^ 
pp. 508-512. 

Bede informis us " that three young princes among 
the eastern Saxons, seeing a bishop administer the 
sacred supper, desired to partake of it, as their deceased 
and royal father had done. To whom the bishop answer- 
ed : 'If ye will be washed, or baptized, in the saliUary 
fountain, as your father was, ye may also partake of the 
Lord's supper, as he did ; but if ye despise the former, 
ye cannot in anywise receive the latter.' They replied, 
' We will not enter into the fountain, nor be baptized ; nor 
have we any need of it ; but yet we desire to be refreshed 
with that bread.' After which the historian tells us 
that, they importunately requesting, and the bishop reso- 
lutely refusing them admission to the holy table, they 
were so exasperated as to banish both him and his out 
of their kingdom." Hist, Eccles,,'L, 2, ch. 5, p. 63, 

Besides, it is straiige indeed that those who believe 
that children sprinkled in infancy are properly baptized, 
become members of the church, are put under its \^atch 
and government, &c., and yet fo]i>id them to approach 
the communion table, should find fault with Baptists for 
refusing those whom tljiey consider as not baptized at all. 
The- reader will be able to judge who is chargeable 
with imjmper close commumon. 
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16. It is not unfrequently objected, that the poor and 
illiterate only embrace the Baptist sentiments, and that 
the learned and rich are for infant baptism. 

Perhaps there i» too much reason/ to fear that this 
objection has stifled many a conviction, and prevented 
both ministers and people ftom obeying the positive 
command of our blessed Lord and Saviour. Thus» 
*' when the puMicans justified God, being baptized with 
the baptism of John, the Pharisees and lawyers rejected 
the counsel of God against themselves, being not 
baptized of him." Luke 7 : 29, 30. In like manner, 
the Jewish builders justified themselves in rejecting the 
Messiah, the chief corner-stone, sa3dng : " Have any of 
the rv^s or of the Pharisees believed on him ? but this 
people, who knoweth not the law, are cursed." John 7 : 
47, 48. Must the gospel be a cunningly devised fable 
because *< not many wise men after the flesh, not many- 
mighty, not many noble " have believed ? No ; verily 
not ! Let God be true, and every man a liar. The Lord 
is jealous of hia glory ; and, therefore, he despises the 
great, the wise, and the noble, and chooses the poor of 
this world, and makes ^em rich in grace. Yes, deas 
reader, with the deepest humility, I would ad<^t the 
language of the blessed Jesus, and say : << I thank thee, 
O Father, Lord of heaven and^esurth, because thou hast 
hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast 
revealed them unto babes. Even so, Father ; for so it« 
seemed good ia thy sight." Matt. 11 : 25, 26^ 

Farther, is it not a true maxim, " Humanum es^ errare^^ 
U is human to err ? Have not many learned and pious 
men erred and done wrong ? Are there not many learn- 
ed, rich men in the community full of errors and super^^ 
stitions ? Are we to do evil because the multitude da 
so? " Thsi BIBLE is the religion af Protestants,^^ audi 
18* 
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sot tke opinions and traditions of men, if ever so learned 
or opulent. Even a Paul must not be followed farther 
than he followed Christ. 

But the objection is not founded on fact. It is not the 
poor and illiterate only ^ho are Baptists. Not a few 
in all ages of Christianity might be mentioned that were 
eminent for piety, learning, and respectability ; and who 
knows not that John, who was greater than all the pro- 
phets, was a Baptist ? and we have already shown that 
the apostles, who were still greater than John, were also 
Baptists ; and let it be remembered that the Lord Jesus 
Christ himself, the greatest of all, was a Baptist, both in 
sentiment and in practice. 

Since the days of the apostles too, there has been a 
bright cloud of witnesses in favour of the Baptist senti- 
ments. Such were the DanatistSy Novatiansy Waldenses^ 
AlbigenaeSy ancient Bfitons^ <&;c., &c. And is it not 
evident, from the quotations contained in the preceding 
pages,.(and which might have been greatly multiplied,) 
that, however our Pedobaptist brethren differ from us 
with respect to the subjects and mode of baptism in 
practice y very many of them seem to he perfectly agreed 
with us ia opinion ? 

A remark of the pious and excellent Mr, Booth is too 
applicable to be omitted in this place, and most suitable 
as the close of this part of the work. 

" It is very observable," says he, " that so many Pe- 
dobaptists themselves have admitted the facts on which 
we reason, and that they have either expressly rejected 
the texts usually pleaded against us as having nothing 
to do in the controversy, or so explained them as ren- 
ders their application in support of infant baptism quite 
impertinent. Do we maintain^ for instance, that baptism 
is a positive institution, and that positive rites depend 
entirely on the revealed will of God in regard^of the 
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manner of performing them, the persons to whom they 
helong, and th^ signification * of them? All this they 
readily grant. Do we insist that the obvious and native 
sense of the term baptism is immersion? They ex- 
pressly allow it. Do we maintain that immersion was 
the apostolic practice, and that, except in extraordinary 
cases, it was the general custom of thirteen hundred 
years ? They confirm our sentiment. Do we affirm 
that immersion is the present practice of the Greek and 
Oriental churches, and that those churches include one- 
half of the Christian world ? Their own pens b^ar 
testimony for us. Do we insist that plunging is more 
expressive of the great things intended by the ordinance 
than pouring or sprinkling ? They accede to our opi* 
nion. Do we assert that the first instance of pouring 
or sprinkling, instead of immersion, which is expresely 
recorded, was about the middle of the third century, and 
then condemned ; that the apostate church of Rome, ail 
sovereign as her church claims are, introduced pouring 
to common practice ; and that Protestant churches re* 
ceiTed it from her polluted hands ? These, being stub- 
born facts, are all acknowledged. Do we maintain that 
in ordinary cases immersion is not prejudicial to health ? 
Pedobaptist physicians without a fee, and medical prac- 
tice without hesitation, confirm our opinion. Do we 
assert that no power on earth haS authority to alter the 
law of Christ, or to depart from r apostolic example, in 
regard to immersion ? So do they, in effect, when dis- 
puting with Papists concerning the sacred supper. Do 
we contend that there is no express command nor plain 
example in the New Testament relating to infant bap- 
tism ? Tt is granted by them. Do we plead that there 
is no evidence of Pedobaptism being practised before 
the conclusion of the second or the beginning of the 
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third century ? This also is readily granted, even by 
. some of those who were the greatest adepts in Christian 
antiquities. Do we treat with contempt the plea of 
pretended apostolic tradition, unsupported by Scripture ? 
So do all Protestants, except Pedobaptism, Episcopacy, 
or something similar, solicit their patronage. We have 
the honour, therefore, to agree with many of them as to 
a great part of our premises, and with some of them 
respecting the whole. Yes, amazing as it may seem, 
we are honoured wkh. having some of them for our 
associates in everything, excqtt the conclusion. Here, 
indeed, we are utterly deserted by them. Nor can it be 
otherwise, while they are Pedo and we Anti-pedo- 
BAPTisTs." Mr. Bpoth, having quoted a declaration of 
Bishop Taylor^ viz., " that there is much more truth 
than evidence on the side of Pedobaptism," observes : 
^* This being the case, I am discouraged in respect to 
an issue in the present controversy. For, as truth and 
evidence do not depend on the pleasure of man, they are 
stubborn things ; and we justly presume they will not 
easily quit their stations, out of complaisance to either 
side. While, therefore, each abides by her party, the 
Baptists, it is likely, will plead preponderating evidence, 
and firmly insist upon it as a maxim of logical prudence, 
that our assent should always be proportioned to the . 
degree of evidence : on the other hand, we need not 
wonder if Pedobaptists exult in the possession of truth, 
because it is a precious jewel ; and such truth especi- 
ally as is obtained without evidence must be precious 
indeed, it being so extremely scarce. Despairing, 
therefore, of putting an end to the controversy, where 
trutli and evidence take different sides, I must here lay 
down my pen." Pedob., Exam. 2, pp. 450^ 483. 
And QOW| dear reader, I must also lay down my pen ; 
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not in despair, however, but in prayer, that my humble 
attempt to render you such assistance as was in my 
power may prove to you a blessing, and in the hope 
that you will not suffet your mind to be kept back from 
searching the Holy Scriptures for both evidence and 
truth. 

And may He, whose gracious Spirit has led me, as I 
trust, out of the darkness of Judaism and sin, into the 
glorious light and liberty of the gospel, and constrained 
me to be baptized into his most holy name, and given me 
great peace in believing and joy in obeying his Word ; 
may He lead you into all truth and obedience, and glo- 
rify himself in the united and harmonious sanctified in- 
flueace of all his beloved people, through Jesus Christ, 
his Son. AmeiL 



ESSAY VI. 
Practical Improvement, 



Having, in the precedijag Essays, stated my views 
respecting the subjects and mode of the ordinance of 
baptism, I now humbly propose to make a few remarks^ 
in this edition of a practical nature, particularly address- 
ed to the members of that denomination to which I now 
h»ve the honour to helong. Whatever imperfections 
may be attached to the foregoing Essays, you doubtless 
approve of the.^n^toi^nr they are designed to establish. 
Whatever minor differences may exist among us, we 
are all agreed in the fundamental principle, most sacred 
to our denominstion, viz., that a positive institution ad- 
mits of no alteration whatsoever, except made by the 
Lawgiver himself. We believe that it is as criminal 
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to omit any part of the institution, as to add anything 
of our own invention. Let us, then, my beloved brethren, 
be consistent. While we strictly and conscientiously 
adhere to the former part of our Lord's commission, viz., 
to admit none to this sacred ordinance but such as be- 
lieve, and in no other way but by immersion, let us be 
equally strict and conscientious with respect to the second 
part of the divine precept^ namely, "to observe all 
things whatsoever Christ has commanded.'' Nothing 
can be more reasonable than our obedience to his com- 
mands, and nothing more useful ; for " in keeping of them 
there is great reward.^' 

But to enumerate all things whatsoever Christ has 
commanded would by far exceed my limits. I will, 
therefore, select some leading particulars only, which in- 
clude others. The Lord Jesus Christ has adopted the 
Moral Law, the eternal rule of righteousness, as the law 
of his kingdom ; and in his incomparable sermon on the 
mount he has explained it in its highest sense, and 
delivered it to his followers as the rule of their obedience 
and conformity to him. It is a just and important ob- 
servation of the late pious Archibald McLean, that " the 
rule of duty is here carried to a higher degree of spiri- 
tuality and perfection than in any former revelation of 
the mind of God. It is accommodated to the kingdom of 
Christ, which is not of this world ; and ^o contains « 
perfect system of non-conformity to the world, enjoining 
mortification^ self-denial, and crucifixion to it in all i|s 
lusts and favourite pursuits. It is suited to the subjects 
of the kingdom of heaveii considered in the situation of 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth, as Christ was, and, 
like him, sustaining the opposition and hatred of the world ; 
answerable to which, if enjoins poorness of spirit, humili^ 
ty, meekness, patience, non-resistance ^ evil, forgive* 
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ness of injuries, love of enemies, &c^ ; its great and 
leading design being their conformity to Christ in this 
worlds that they may shar^ with him in his glory when 
he appears." ' 

In this heavenly discourse the King of Zion teaches 
his subjects that causeless anger, and words expressive 
of contempt, make a man liable to the judgment of God 
as much as actual murder. Matt. 5 : 21, 22. While 
the letter of the law prohibits all outward acts of unclean- 
ness, our blessed Redeemer assures us that every impure 
thought or unchaste desire is the comnussion of Adultery 
in the sight of God. Ver. 27, 28. With respect to an 
eathf tradition consideredyo/^e swearing only as a breach 
of the law> but not simply unnecessary swearing ; and 
that by the na$ne oi Goi was meant only the name 
Jehovah .-but our Lord proldbits mU manner of swearing, 
whether true or false, by any kind of oath whatever, in 
common conversation^ as a taking the name of God in 
vain. Verses 33—^7. 

Farther, by the law of Moses, injuries were to be 
punished in kind by the judges, in case the injured party 
insisted on it ;~ so that if a man, for instance, lost an eye 
or tooth by a blow, he might demand the eye or tooth 
of the offender. But Christ admits of no such law in 
his kingdom, it being entirely incompatible with the 
genius of his religion ; and, therefore, he absolutely for- 
bids his subjects to resist evil or retaliate injuries in any 
manner of way whatever. Ch. 5 : 38-42. This im- 
portant precept of our blessed Lord was best explained 
by his own example, which is set before his disciples 
for their imitation. *' For," saith an inspired apostle, 
" if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, fe take it pa- 
tiently, this is acceptable with God : for even hereunto 
were ye called: because Christ also' suffered for us, 
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leaving us an example, that we should follow his^teps : 
who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth t 
who, when he was reviled, reviled not again ; when he 
suffered, he threatened not, but committed himself to 
him that judgeth righteously." 1 Pet. 2 : 30-24. And 
as this divine command is so contrary to corrupt nature, 
and the maxims and humours of this world, which say, 
" Revenge is sweet," but so honourable to the religioa 
of Christ, it is repeatedly pressed upon the disciples. 
See Rom. 12 : 17, 19. 1 Thess. 5 : 15. 1 Pet. 3 : 9. 
Yea, our blessed Lord and Saviour requires of his fol- 
lowers not only to cherish a spirit of forgiveness of 
injuries, in imitation of their heavenly father, (see Matt. 
6 : 14, 16 ; 18 : 23-35. . Mark 11 : 25, 26,) but also 
to follow his noble example, even to love their enemies. 
For, saith he, " Ye have heard that it has been said, 
thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy ; 
vbut I say unto you, love your enemies ; bless them that 
curse you ; do good to them that hate you ; and pray for 
them that despitefully use you a«d persecute you, that 
ye may be the children of your father who is in heaven ; 
for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust." Matt. 
ft: 43-45. 

Oh, my dear brethren, how excellent, how spiritual, 
and how exceedingly broad are these commands of our 
dear Lord and Saviour. Were they universally obeyed, 
the greatest part of the evils in the world would be 
annihilated : wars, massacres, law-suits; domestic dis- 
orders, frauds, rapines, oppressions would cease ; un- 
avoidable evils would be mitigated and rendered more 
supportable ; equity, truth, purity, peace, and love would, 
as it were, descend from heaven to dwell on earth, and 
drive their hateful opposites dowa to hell, whence 
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they came. Thus it would be if all men were Chris- 
tians> and well understood and practised their holy and 
heay«nly religion. 

I cannot omit observing in this place that, when I first 
read this amiable, lovely, and divine precept, at the age 
of twenty-five years, my foelings were such as cannot 
possibly be expressed, nor will ever be forgotten : for, 
being brought up in the Jewish religion, and considera- 
bly versed in the writings of the RabUns^i well knew 
that the law of loving our neighbour was not only resUict- 
ed by them to our nation, sects, family, and friends, but 
that by their precepts we were even required to hate our 
enemies. To love our enemies is a precept peculiar lo 
the religion of Jesus. No wonder, therefore, that ** the 
people were astonished at his doctrine, for He taught 
them as one having authonty, and not as the Scribes.'' 
The testimony of the multitude concerning the miracles 
of Christ is equally true concerning his precepts : " It 
was never so seen in Israel," much less among the best 
morality of the wisest heathen philosophers. How beau* 
tifiil and true are the words of the poet^ 

** What if we trace the globe aroand, 
. And search from Britain to Japan ;; 

There shall be no religion found, 

So jnat to God, ao good to man.'* 

How little could that philosopher h&ve known of the 
corruption of human nature, who asserted that, ** if Vir- 
tue became incarnate, all men would love and adore her." 
Alas ! fact has shewn his utter mistake. The Son of 
God himself became incarnate, and exhibited virtue, both 
by precept and example, in her most lovely and perfect 
form, and they both despised her, and him they crucified. 
Nor have times grown much better. The holy and 
heavenly precepts of our divine Redeemer are too much 
19 
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neglected. The following observation is as true as it is 
painM : " Few of those who bear the Christian name 
will aditiit this and the foregoing two precepts, even so 
much as in principki ; and fewer stiU make any con- 
science of obeying them, though essential to the cha- 
racter of disciples. The greater part would ascribe the 
conduct here recommended to a mean, cowardly, pusil- 
lanimous disposition ; or» in the modern phrase, to want 
of spirit ; because they love not the character of Jesus^ 
nor savour the things that be of God ; whereas patiently 
bearing insults, forgiving injuries, and loving enemies 
didcovers the most exalted generosity, greatness, and for- 
titude of soul that can possibly be exhibited in human 
nature. 

" When the wrongs received from our enemies kindle 
our resentment, extingutsh our' benevolence, or induce 
us to retaliate, they have conquered us — we are then 
overcome of evil ; but if we freely and heartily forgive 
them, and return them blessing for cursing, good for evil, 
and love for hatred^--this-is to overcome evil with good, 
which is a conquest infinitely more noble, honourable , 
and glorious than all the victories of Alexander and 
Caesar, those scourges of mankind, who were themselves 
overcome of evil. Our Lord saith, ' If ye love them who 
love you, what reward have ye ? do not even the publi- 
cans the same ? And if ye salute your brethren only^ 
what do ye more than others ? do not even the publi* 
cans so V 'Qratitude and natural affection, however 
commendable, do not distinguish Christ's disciples from 
the world ; but the love of enemies shows them to be 
partakers of the divine nature, the children of their father 
who is in heaven ; for hereby they imitate his mercy 
and undeserved goodness, who is kind unto the unthank- 
ful and to the evil." WLean on the Comntission, 180. 
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I proceed to notice our Lord's prohibition of all rash, 
unjust, and evil judging upon groundless suspicions, or 
from a censorious, malevolent, unmerciful disposition, 
which is Ratified in detecting, magnifying, exposing, and 
condemning the faults and infirmities of others, without 
any view to their good. Matt. 7: 1-6. This is not only 
epposite to <^arity, but to common benevolence, and is 
frequently masked under a cloak of seal for the truth. 
James 3: 14-17; 4: 11,12. Another most important 
caution of our blessed Lord i^ against vain-glory and hy- 
pocrisy in acts of liberality and devotion ; Matt. 6 : 1-7, 
16-18. The conduct of Chrisfs disciples differs from 
that of the Pharisees and Scribes in motive as well as in 
rule. They lure, indeed, required to " let their light so 
«hine b^ore men, that others may see their good works, 
and glorify their father ;" yet they ought not to do their 
works '' to be seen of meo.^' **' Their general conduct,^' 
saith the venerable Seoti^ '* should be so exemplary as 
to constrain men io nee an excelloncy in their religion ; 
but every action should spring from humility, the fear 
and love of God, and regard to his acceptance and glory, 
and not from a desire of being nodced or commended. 

All anxious solicitude or distructing cares, even as to 
the necessaries of this life, as well as covetousness, 
which is idolatry, are strioiiy prohibited by our divine 
Lawgiver as utteriy inconaistent with that spiritual- 
mindedness, the distinguishing characteristic of a true 
Israelite, vrith a life of fa^h and a hope of glory ; Matt. 
6 : 19-34. Besides these few precepts of our Lord, ex- 
tracted from his sctrmon on the mount, many others of 
like importance were delivered by him on other occa- 
sions, of which, however, I will notice but one or two. 

** If any one will come after me," saith our Lord and 
Kingt " let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
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follow me."^ Matt. 16 : 24. Self-denialy and bearing tbe 
cross after tbe example of Christ, are two very compre*^ 
hensiTe and essential precepts of the Christian religion, 
whereby it stands distinguished from all others, as well 
as from erery accommodation of it to tbe nations of this 
world. We must deny ourselves^ not on>y of tbe sinful 
gratifications of corrupt nature, but also of tbe most in- 
nocent and lawful enjoyments of this life when in any 
ease tbey interfere or stand in competition with our alle- 
giance to Christ. We must also take uprour cross and 
follow him, by sustaining tbe hatred and mal-treatmentof 
the world for righteousness' sake, even to tbe loss of life 
itself, after the^xample of our blessed Redeemer. These 
duties are most peremptorily required by tbe Saviour, 
and largely discussed and powerfully enforced by almost 
every gospel minister. They are most honourable to 
religion, most beneficial to the soul, and absolutely ne- 
cessary to an assurance of our disciplesbip ; yet there 
is reason to fear that, of all other duties, these are the 
least understood and the most neglected. 

I hasten to name but one more precept of our dear 
Lord, and that is, "brotherly low. This is the old and 
tbe new command, the first and the last ; tbe brightest 
evidence of our disci^esbip. " A new commandment," 
«ays Christ, " I give unto you, that ye love one another : 
as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By 
this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to another." John 13 : 34, 35. 

" This injunction," saitbr one of my fellow-students, 
.^ is denominated the new commandment of tbe Christian 
economy ; not that love was no duty before tbe coming 
of Christ, but it is now placed more prominently amfong 
the duties of believers ; is urged on fresh grounds, en- 
forced by a more perfect example, and ccHistrained by 
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Stronger motives. The dispensation of Jesus Christ is 
a system of most wonderfttl, most mysterious grace. It 
is the manifestation, commendation, and perfection of 
diviiie love. It originated in the love of the Father, and 
is accomplished by the love of the Son. Jesus Christ 
was an incarnatioa of love in our world. He was love 
living, breathing, speaking, acting among men. His 
birth was the nativity of love, his sermons the words of 
love, Ms miracles the wonders of love, his tears the melt* 
ings of love, his crucifixion the agonies of love, his 
resurrection the triumph of love. Hence it was natural 
that love should be tke cardinal virtue in the character 
of his saints, and that it should be the law that regulates 
their conduct toward each other. This grace is so im- 
portant, that, like holiness, no measure of it is sufficient 
to satisfy the requirement of the Word of God. It is the 
basis, and cement, and beauty of the Christian union : 
the church where it is wanting, whatsoever may be the 
number or gifts of its members, is nothing better than a 
heap of stones, which, however polished, want the co- 
herence and similitude of a palace."* The apostla 

* ** The Church Member^s Gaide,'' by the Reo. J. A, James, 2d 
Am. Ed., p. 81. With unfeigned pleasure, I take this Opportunity, 
of recommending piost earnestly this incomparable '* guide '* to every 
** church member " of every Christian denomination. No one can 
peruse this little volume (of which it may be said most truly " mul-^ 
turn in parvo ") without bemg greatly instructed and benefited. 
The minister, the deacon, and the other members, all will feel them^ 
selves reproved, directed, and encouraged. The husband, the wife, 
the parents, and the children ; the master and the servant, all wift, 
find their <* portion of meat in due season.** Should the di^ 
rections of this excellent Scriptural " guide ** be speedily and faiths 
fully followed by all ** church members,'* the language of the poet, 
would be adopted with the greatest propriety and with the 
exquisite pleasure and delight : 
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gives us a brief, but very comprehensive, descriptiotk o( 
this divine grace in the fcdlowing words : " Charity or 
love suffereth long, and is kind ; love envieth not ; love 
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up» doth not behave it- 
self unseemly, seekethnother own, is not easily provoked, 
thinketh no evil ; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth 
in the truth ; beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth 
all things, endureth all things. Love never failetb. And 
now abideth faith, hope, love, these three ; but the greatest 
of these is love." 1 Cor. 13 : 4-8, 13. This grace evi- 
dently is in direct opposition to pride, self-seeking, envy, 
evil-surmising, and every malignant passion and dispo- 
sition. It is kind and beneficent, engaging us in all res- 
pects to serve one another. Gal. 5:13. In thi$ 
imperfect state it is attended with much self-^denial, and 
requires the exercise of humility, patience, meekness, 
and long suffering in bearing one another's burdens. 

To point out the numerous ways in which brotherly 
love operates would exceed the limits of this Essay. It 

« Let strangers walk aroand 

The city where we dwell, 
Compass and view thine holy groand, 

And mark her building well ; 

The orders of thine house, 
The worship of thy court, 
The cheerful songs, the solemn vows ; 
And make a fair report. 

How decent and how wise ! 
How glorious to beh«ld ! 
Beyond the pomp that charms the eyes, 
And rites adorn'd with gold. 

The God we worship now 
Will guide us till we die, 
Will be our God while here below, 
And ours above the sky." Wattw. 
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must suffice to state that, wherever it exists, it will show 
itself by pra3ring for our brethren ; Eph. 6:18; bearing 
one another's burdens, by assisting and relieving each 
other ; Gal. 6 : 2 ; by forbearing with one another ; Col. 
3 : 13 ; by reproving and admonishing in the spirit of 
meekness ; Prov. 27 : 5, 6 ; by establishing each other 
in the truth ; by conversation, exhortation, and stirring 
up one another to the several duties of religion, both 
public and private. Jude ver. 20, 21. Heb. 10 : 24, 27. 
Thus, my beloved brethren, I have pointed out a few 
of the most comprehensive precepts of our glorious King 
and Lawgiver. But let me not be understood as if I 
considered any of his commandments of not sufficient 
importance to deserve our notice or obedience ; God 
forbid ! His divine commission is, to '' teach and to 
observe all things whatsoever** he has commanded. 
Again he said : " Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever 
I command you." John 15 : 14. As Christ performed 
every command of his father, so must we obey every 
command of Christ. He is not a man after God's own 
heart that does not fulfil aU his will It is David's com- 
mendation thatvhe did so. Acts 13 : 22. King Josiah 
hath the same honourable character left upon record : 
" He turned to the Lord with all his soul, according to 
all the law of Moses." 1 Kings 23 : 35. Obedience 
is quite out of tune, if any one command be slighted. 
When the people went to gather manna on the sabbath, 
and so broke the law, God taxed them with a violation 
of the whole. Exod. 16: 27. Should the reader 
exclaim, " who is sufficient for these things !" that 
would be indeed no matter of surprise ; but it would by 
no means be a justification of disobedience^ Not a few 
have objected that Christ^s precepts require such strict- 
ness as is unattainable. That absolute perfection is not 
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to be obtained in this world I Brtnly believe ; but au 
unreserved and sincere obedience is certainly attainable. 
Thousands of saints of old have walked thos with God ; 
«nd there is a cloud of hving witnesses -vrho do exem* 
plify this conduct ; and our dear Redeemer hath pro- 
mised all-sufficient gtace and strength equal to our day* 

To make use of arguments or motives to enforce 
obedience to Christ's precepts, might probably, by some, 
be considered needless. Would to God it were so. 
But, alas ! are there not those who, with the Jews of 
old, exclaim, ** We have no king but C»sar.^' " We 
will not have this man to reign over us !^* Are there 
not those who, having laboured in vain, and spent their 
strength for naught in the system of Arminianism, have 
sunk down into the opposite abominable scheme of 
anti-nomianism, maintaining that ** the4aw m of no use 
or of no obligation under the gospel dispensation, smd 
that good works are unnecessary." Such a scheme, I 
€rndy believe, was no more formed by our God, who is 
** glorious in holiness," than it produces holiness of life ; 
and no more came down from Heaven than it iita its 
disciples for Heaven. Should any of my dear readers 
have imbibed this most dangerous sentiment, I would 
entreat him most affectionately to read, with fervent 
prayer and deep humility, the epistles of the inspired 
apostles, and also, if he please, to peruse " Dr. Bellamy's 
(excellent) letters and dialogues between Theron, Pau- 
linus, and Aspasio, with his Essay on the nature and 
glory of the gosjpel." 

" But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, 
«nd things that accompany salvation." Permit me, 
however, to mention a few arguments to '' stir up your 
pure mind by way of remembrance." It will be natural 
to consider,^rtf^, the aatlwrity of the Lawgiver. Our 
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blessed Jesus is not a usurper, that hath exalted him- 
self to the throne by tyrannical power, intrigue, or bri- . 
bery. He hath an indisputable right to sway the scep- 
tre of univerisal dominion, and to reign in the hearts of 
his people. The apostle's assertion concerning his 
priestly office is equally true concerning his fa3ralty. 
*' No man taketh this hojiour unto himself but he that 
is called of God, as was Aaron ; so also Christ glorified 
not himself to be made " a king ; " but he that said unto 
him, thou art my Bon, to-day have I begotten thee.'* 
Again ; " I have set my king upon my holy hill of Zion." 
And as David declared in another P&alm, ^ Jehovah said 
untb my Lord, sit thou at my right hand Until I make 
thine enemies thy footstool." Heb. 5 : 4, 5. Ps. 2 i 
6; 110 1 1. This is He of whom the evangelical 
prophet said, " Jehovah is our Judge, Jehovah is our 
Lawgiver, Jehovah is our King ; He will save us." Isa. 
33 : 22. 

^ Christ's precepts call for our cheerful, constant, and 
imreserved obedience, because they are dictated by in- 
finite- wisdom, which cannot err ; " For in him are hid 
all the treasurers of wisdom and knowledge." Col. 2 : 
3. They are established upon the basis of spotless 
purity and rectitude ; '< For justice and judgment are 
the habitation of his throne ; mercy and truth go before 
his face," Ps. 89 : 14. " His law is holy, and his 
commandments holy, just, and good.". Rom. 7 : 12. 
The royal Psalmist, speaking of his Son and Lord, the 
King of Zion, with the pen of a ready writer, describes 
him thus ; « Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever ; 
the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right soeptre : thoif 
lovest righteousness ^nd hatest wickedness ; therefore 
God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of glad- 
ness above thy fellows." Ps. 45: 6,7. And they are 
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enforced by the strongest ties of love and gratitude. 
'< A new commandment I give unto you, that ye loius 
one another ; as I hate loved you^ that ye also love one 
another." John 13 : 34. " We love him, because he 
first loved us." 1 John 4 : 19. Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, "Let this mind be in you, idiich was also io 
Christ Jesus ; who, being in the form of God, thought it 
not robbery to be equal with God ; but made himself of 
no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of men ; and, being found 
in fashion as a man, he humbled himself and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross : 
wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and givea 
him a name which is above every name ; that bX the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the, earth, 
and that every tongue should Confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord to tbejglory of God, the Father." Phil. 2 : 5-1 L 

Our public profession at the. sacred ordinance of bap- 
tism I mention as the second argument to enforce our 
obedience to all the precepts of our divine Redeemer. 

Profession, without a becoming praciice, is no better 
than a tree well reported of, but without fruit, which only 
encumbereth the ground. The good old adage, " appli* 
cation is the life of all," is peculiarly applicable to reti- 
gion, which does not consist in speculative notions, but 
in holy and useful practice. An inspired apostle hsM 
informed us that " pure religion and undefiled before 
God and the Father is this, to visit th^ fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted 
from the world." And again ; ^< If any mah among you 
seem to be religious and bridleth not his tongue, but 
deceiveth his own heart, this man's religiom is vain." 
Jam. 1 : 26, 27. The same apostle exhorts us *' to b« 
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doers of the word, and not hearers only^ deceiiring our 
own selves/' That it is not the freqttentf but obedient, 
hearer that is blessed, our blessed Lord himself has de- 
clared again and again ; and, to stir up your pure minds 
by way of remembrance, I will name but one or two of 
his solenm declarations. '< Whosoever heareth these 
sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto 
a wise man, that built his house upon a rock : and the 
rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, 
and beat upon that house, and it fell not ; for it was 
founded upon a rock. And every one that heareth these 
sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened 
unto a foolish man, that built his house upon sand : and 
the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon that house, and it fell ; and great 
was the fall of it." Matt. 7 : 24-27. How striking 
and just is this illustration to- point out, on the oneJiand, 
the extreme folly and disappointment of the mere hearer, 
and on the other the wisdom, success, and security of 
the obedient hearer. Neither wilLa correct knowledge 
suf^ly the place of obedience ; for thus saith.the Lord : 
*^ If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them." 
John 13 : 17. As knowledge is necessary to practice, 
so is practice to happiness ; " For that servant which 
knew his Lord's will and prepared not himself^ neither 
did according to his will, shall be beaten with many 
stripes." Luke 12 : 47. How awfully tremendous ! 
oh, ray beloved brethren, who can bear the thought ! 
Should the Saviour's rebuke be addressed to any one 
of us, saying, ** Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things which I say ?" Let us, therefore, seriously 
consider the purport of our profession at this sacred 
ordinance. 

We all agree that baptism is a badge of our disciple* 
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sliip to Christ : for, as it has been shown, thatnon^ but 
the disciples of Christ have a right to this sacred ordi- 
nance, so aU the disciples are bound in duty to submit 
unto it ; therefore, by our submission, we declare our 
belief to be the disciples of Jesus. Let us, then, my 
beloved brethren, make it evident that we are such in- 
deed and of a truth. For, inasmuch as such a relation 
is the highest honour and greatest privilege, there is so 
much the more danger of deception ; for that which is 
the most valuable is the most liable. to be counterfeited. 
Now, it is evident that a true disciple of Jesus is one 
that gives up himself to be wholly at Christ's disposing ; 
to learn what He teacheth, to believe what He jreveals, 
to do what He commands, to avoid what He forbids, to 
suffer what is inflicted by or for Him, in expectation of 
that reward which He hath promised. Such a one is 
a disciple of Christ, and he, and none else, is a Chris- 
tian. Such were the disciples that were first called 
Christians at Antioch. Acts II: 20. But let us con- 
sider a few particulars. 

Our blessed Redeemer himself hath t^ken care to 
characterize his real disciples in such a manner that 
they might be distinguished from the mere formal pro- 
fessor. Self -denial and hearing the crodf^ deserve to be 
mentioned first. When Jesus saw the multitude follow- 
ing him, he said unto them, " If any man come to me, 
and hate not his father and mother, and wife and chil- 
dren, and brethren and sisters, yea, and his own life also, 
he cannot be my disciple ; and whosoever does not bear 
his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple." 
And again he said : " Whosoever he he of you that for- 
saketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple." 
Luke 14 : 26, 27, 33. Some things have already been 
said on the subject of self-donial. I notice here, and 
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that bnt briefly, the doty of tddng up otir cross daSy and 
foUaw Christ, 

^ Ohristiaitt,'^ saith Lmtksry ^ are cross-bearers." It 
is in their hearts to bear the cross, ^diatever it be, and 
whensoeyer Christ shall require it. This was the greal 
test of sincerity in the days of our Lord and his apostles. 
At that time openly to profess^'to be a disciple, and:to 
be bi^tized, would inevitably expose both Jew and Gen^ 
tile to take up a heavy cross indeed. To be stripped 
of all, and to become the object of hatred and the subject 
of persecution, was the common lot of all the followers 
of the meek and lowly Jesus. There was then com* 
paratively but little danger of a hypocritical profession. 
But in our days, and especiaUy in this happy country of 
religious liberty, I fear the true cross^bearers are but 
few. For to bear the cross does not mean to carry a 
wooden cross on the shoulder, nor to chain a golden on^i 
around the neck, as the Roman Catholic does ; nor does 
it mean merely to go down into the water. No, my be^ 
loved brethren. Let us not deceive ourselves. To 
whatever sneer, reproach, or loss our observing thi^ 
sacred ordinance in the apostolic and primitive manner 
may expose us, this is not obeying the command oit 
Christ, to ^* take up the crpss and follow him." It may 
be truth, but it is not the wh&U troth. Baptism is acK 
ministered but onccy but we must take up our cross doi/yw 
Luke 9 : 23. '' No cross, no crown," is an unchanged 
able truth. It is a fact in this country, as well as in any 
other, that '* all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution." 2 Tim. 3 : 12. A mere form of 
godliness, without any direct connexion with the doctrine 
of faith in a crucified Saviour j or a mere profession of 
that faith, without the example of a godly lUe, might be 
endured and tcderated ; but whoever is determined to Hve 
30 
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a godly life, in depeodance on the atonement aiid graee 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and according to his precepts, 
will certainly be exposed, more or less, in one form or 
other, to undergo persecution from the hands or tongues 
of the seed of the old serpent, that is erer full of enimty 
against the seed of the woman. Hence saith the in* 
spired apostle : '* As then he that was bom after the flesh 
persecuted him that was bom after the Spirit, eren so it 
i» now." Gal 4 : 29. 

From the moment Christ crncifled was exhibited in 
Paradise as the object of faith, it became the lot of be- 
lievers to bear the cross- of affliction and persecution. 
Cain, Adam's first-bom, ^ slew hia brother. And where- 
fore slew he him ? because his own works were evO 
and his brother's righteous. Marvel not, my brethren, 
if the world hate you." 1 John 3: 11, 12. It is no 
new thing, '' for so persecuted they the prophets." Matt. 
& : 12. Nor did they spare the Lord of glory. Thus 
saitb our bkssed Redeemer : " If the world hate you, ye 
know>hat it hated me before it hated yon." John 15 : 
18. Surely the disciple cannot expect to be honoured' 
above his master. Besides, *' Grod hath predestinated 
us to be conformed to the image oChis 3on." Rom. 8: 
29. Therefore "no man should be moved by these 
afflictions ; for yourselves know that we are appointed 
thereunto." 1 Thess. 3: 3. Jesus Christ and his 
apostles have frequently forewarned us of these things : 
'' The brother shall betray the brother to death, and the 
father the son ; and children shall rise up against their 
parents, and shall cause them to be put to death. And 
ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake." Mark 
13 : 12, 13. '' If ye were of the world, the world would 
love its own; but because ye are not of the world, but 
I have chosen you.out of the world, therefore the world 
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hateth yon?' John 15 : 19. '' In ihe world ye shall 
kare triMation." John 16 : 33. And when Paul and 
Barnabas oonficmed the soids of the- disciples, and ex- 
horted them to oontinue in the faith, they assared them 
'' that we most through much tribulation enter into the 
kingdom of God." Acts 14 : 22. 

Thus, my belored brethren^ it appi^ars, from the above 
passages of Scripture, which nught have been greatly 
moltipked, that the true disciples of Christ are the 
objects of the world'^ hatred, and subjects of manifdd 
tribulations and persecutions. That it has been so from 
Che giving forth of the first promise of the Messiah 
until his death en the cross, and from that period to the 
present ^ime, history abundiintly confirms : nor, indeed, 
can, or will, it be otherwise while diere is rage or malice 
in Satan^ enmity in ^e world, and necessity, eren from 
the sufferers themselves, to promote their present and 
future happiness. 

Her«, then, let us pause for a moment, and inquire 
seriously and faithfully whether we have taken up our 
cross and followed the Lord Jesus in a manner he ex- 
pects all his disciples to do. What have we suffered 
for the truths of Christ ? What have we parted with 
rather than deny the truths of the gospel ? Do we 
" strive for the faith delivered to the saints f Are we 
resolved raflwr to die than to give up any part of the 
Iruth as it is in Jesus ? Have we suffered anything for 
the warship of Christ \ Do we deny ourselves and take 
up the cross,' rather ^an '^ forsake the assembling of 
oorselves together, as the manner of some is T*^ The 
true disciples of Jesus, like the Prophet Daniel, would 
rather submit to be cast into the lion's den than omit 
prayer ; or to be cast into the fiery furnace rather than 
vorship another God. But oh, my soul ! Alas ! how 
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many who profess to he the disciples of Christ frequent- 
ly neglect the sanctuary^ because there is a Mon of their 
own imagination in the way. A little^ top hot or a little 
too cold, a little too dusty or a little too damp is a cross 
loo heavy to be bome» and a sufficient excuse to neglect 
the ordinances of Christ's house. Many, alas ! it is to 
be feared^ neglect both secret and family prayer, lest 
they should lose too much time from their worldly con- 
cerns. The importance Of the subject, I trust, will 
justify my dwelling so long on this particular; yet the 
half has not been told. I proceed to notice 

Brotkerly^ love as the second characteristic of a true 
disciple of Christ. We have already seen tha(t this is 
one of our Lord's commands to his disciples, enjoined 
by him in a most emphatical manner. Its true nature 
and importance also having been pointed out, a remark 
or two shall suffice in this, place. 

<' By this," saith our Lord, " shaH aU men know that 
ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.*' 
John 13 : E5. Hence itis evident that the love which 
ourljord requires is not a mere latent, inactiTe principle 
in the heart, for no man cordd know them by that ; but 
a fervent, active, beneficial love ; a love in deed and in 
truth, appearing by its most genuine fruits and effects 
in the whole of their conduct toward each other, so as 
strikingly to distinguish them from all the world besides, 
and mark them Out to all men as his disciples. " This 
love," saith an able writer, "^ consists not in speculative 
ideas of general benevolence floating in the head, and 
leaving the heart, as speculations of^n do, untouched 
and cold ; neither is it confined to that indolent good 
nature which makes us rest satisfied with being free from 
inveterate malice or ill-will to our fellow-creatures, 
irithout prompting us to be of service to any. Tme lave 
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is of an active principle. It is not properly a single 
virtue, but a disposition residing in the heart as a foun* 
tain, whence all the virtues of benignity, candour, for*- 
bearance, generosity, compassion, and liberality flow as 
so many native streams/' 

Nor is there any danger of exceeding the boundaries 
of brotherly love. Christ's love to his people is the 
noble pattern for our imitation, as well as the powerful 
example to enforce it. Brethren, let us carefully con- 
sider and faithfully obey the following directions : *' I 
have given you an example, that ye should do as I have 
. done unto you." ** This is my commandment, that ye 
love one another as I have ioved you ; greater love hath 
no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends." " Hereby perceive we the love of God, because 
he laid down his life for us ; and we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brethren." " Herein is love, not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to 
be a propitiation for our 6ins. Beloved, if God so loved 
us, we ought also to love one another." John 13 : 25 ; 
15: 12, 13. 1 John 3: 16 ; 4 : 10, 11. 

Besides self-denial and brotherly love, I will naime 
but one more characteristic of Christ's disciples, viz;, 
fruitfidness. For thus said our blessed Lord : " Herein 
is my Fttther glorified, that ye bear much fruit ; so shall 
ye be my disciples." John 15 : 8. The disciples of 
Christ constitute his churck, of which the Jewish con- 
gregation, wader the metaphor of a vineyard and olive 
tree, were but a type ; and if of them, the mere shadow, 
the Lord expected many and good fruits, how much 
more from Aem who are the substance : not that their 
fruitfulness is to tnake or constitute them the disciples of 
Christ, but as the evidence that they are such in reality. 
Just as. the good fruit does not mak€ the tree good, for it, 
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is the goodness of the tree that prodiices the good fruit, 
but shows it to be good. The Lord Jesus Christ himself^ 
who is the God of nature as well as of grace, has iUus* 
trated this subject in the best manner possible. Let u» 
hear the gracious words which proceeded from his lipS : 
^ Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye 
shdh know them hy^ their fruits. Do men gather grapes 
of thorns or figs of thistles ? even so every good tree 
bnngeth forth good fruit ; but a corrupt tree bringeth 
forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring folth evil 
frui^ neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 
£very tree that brSngeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
down and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruit 
ye sha^l know them." Matt. 7 : 16^20. 

The necessity of fruitfulness or good works,! fear, is 
misunderstood by many, whose hearts, we trust, are 
better than their heads. While some are exceedingly 
zealous fyr good works, thereby to obtain salvation, as 
if Christ had done nothing ; others neglect almost every 
Christian duty, under the pretext that Chrkt has merited 
every blessing, and that God will do his own work. 
Hence family worship, morning and evening prayer and 
praise, and the reading of the sacred Scriptures is totally 
omitted by not a few of the disciples of Christ. The 
religious instruction of their dear children by admoni- 
tions and exhortations, by catechisms and bible questions, 
or in Sunday schools, is reprobated as making hypo-> 
erites ; and to promote any religious institution, such as 
missionary societies, biUe, tract, or Sunday school 
societies, is looked upon, not onfy as unnecessary and 
useless, but as interfering witk God's prerogative of 
converting sinners. 

Some of you, my beloved bre&ren, may think this 
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Statement 0Tercharge4. So should I, were my judgment 
of men's conduct formed by the nature of the holy 
religion they profess. But, slas ! I am recording facts 
which mine eyes and ears hare too often witnessed 
during my last thirty years pilgrimage in the old and new 
world. Dear reader, I beseech you, by all that is sacred 
and raluable, seriously to listen to the voice of con<r 
science. Does it say, like the prophet, " thou art the 
man." Oh ! take care not td silence it by rain excuses. 
Repent of the too long neglected duties and privileges^ 
and be zealous to perform and maintain good works. 
The immenselmportance of correct ideas on this subject 
may re^juire and justify a brief statement of the different 
kinds and qualities of the good works or fruits expected 
by our blessed Redeemer. 

With respect to the Hnds^ I would observe that the 
expression good icorks, so frequently used in the Word 
of God, is a very comprehensive term. Besides acts of 
charity, it includes all the duties and employments of 
religion, and all performances and actions whereby we 
may glorify God and adorn owr Christian profession. 
The disciples of Christ must abound in all the acts of 
worship, both interned and external. The former are 
the life of their souls ; and the latter the comfort,, 
strength, and support, the songs in the house of their 
pilgrimage, and their refreshing by the way. To be 
diligent in business is a duty, as well as to he fervent in 
spirit serving God. To labour six days is a good work,, 
as well as to rest on the seventh. God has sent none 
into the world to be idle. As his own beloved Son had 
his work to do, so have all his children. Hence the 
apostolic exhortation : " Let ours also learn to maintaia 
good works for necessary uses, that they be not unfruit* 
&1/' Titus a: U. When John's bearers came tp^ 
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know what they should do, he refers every one to his 
calling. Luke 3 : 10-12. " Without these good works," 
saith a pious writer, " we are drones in the common 
hires, yea, burdens upon the earth.^' It b scarcely 
necessary to mention that those who are zealous of 
good works must not be deficient in toorks of righteous^ 
ness and justice. They must hurt none, give to every 
one his own, and use fidelity in every relation and en- 
gagement. Like the great apostle of the Gentiles, they 
must *' exercise themselves to have always a conscience 
void of offence toward God and toward men." The 
credit of religion is much concerned in the just dealings 
of its .professors. Hence said the prophet, when re- 
buking the nobles and the rulers for taking usury : " It is 
not good that ye do ; ought ye not to walk in the fear 
of our God, because of the reproach of the heathen, our 
enemies ?" Neh. 5 : 9. Oh, my beloved brethren, how 
just and imp<Nrtant is the following remark. May it be 
deeply engraven by the finger of God on the heart of 
overy reader. "If this page was written in tears, 
printed in blood, enclosed in black lines, and read with 
groanings that cannot be uttered, even this would be 
too feeble an expression of the author's grief for that 
want of Christian consistency which it has been his 
calamity to witness in what is called the religious world, 
and which renders it so necessary for him to insist on 
the importance of uniform piely. The want of this in 
the conduct of professing Christians has done more 
harm to Christianity than all the ravings of infidelity 
from the time of Cain to the death of Paine. This 
eacred and deathless cause lifts her venerable form, 
bearing the scars of many a wound, not inflicted by 
arrows plumed by the pen of Voltaire or Hume ) ohy no ; 
«uch weapons bounded from her bosom as firom a shield 
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of triple brass, and dropped at her feet, to be deposited 
with the spoils of her victories ; but the darts that lace- 
rated her, and left the memorials of their mischief upon 
her form, were the vices and follies of her votaries. 

*'0h! Christians, Willys scourge and lacerate her? will 
ye array her in the costume of scorn, and, leading her 
forth, bleeding and dejected, to meet her enemies in the 
gate, proclaim, * Behold, an impostor ? Will ye assist 
to raise the clamour which infidel philosophers endea- 
voured to excite, and stir up the multitude to exclaim, 
' Away with her, away with her ! Crucify her, crucify 
her !' Tremble at the thought. If Christianity ever 
die, it will not be in the field of conflict, by the power 
of her enemies, but, like Caesar, in the capitol, by the 
hands of her friends ; and which of us would like to 
meet the look of her expiring eye or the mild reproach 
of her faltering tongue ? ' What, thou my son !^ But 
she cannot die ; wounded she may be, and has been ; 
bat the inemorials of her injury are the poroc^s of her 
immortality, and proclaim her to be of heavenly origin : 
like the fabled scars of the heathen gods4»f Greece and 
Rome, her wounds demonstrably show that a divinity 
sustained her. ( 

*< Still, however, the inconsistencies of professing 
Christians may limit her reign, although they cannot 
destroy her existence. By these things sinners are har- 
dened in their courses,* the access of life rendered more 
difficult, while the avenues of eternal death are made 
more wide and easy. That man whose conduct opposes 
his profession may certainly be arraigned for the crime of 
murder. Let him not go quietly tohis pillow, as if blood- 
guiltiness were not upon his conscience ; for it is there, 
and a voice is continually saying to him, * Thy brother's 
blood crieth U} me from the ground.' He has not slain 
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the bodif of his fellow-mortal, but he has been accessofy 
to the death of souls* Some that sought for an apology 
£oT their sins, an opiate for their consciences, found it 
in his misconduct.*** 

Nor will the disciples of Christ rest satisfied in a mere 
negative righteousness, '^ to have done harm to none ;" 
the beaeyoleBce of their renewed nature will, like the 
sap of a good tree, fbrjce and extend itself into every 
branch of charity and. doing good. " To give to every 
one his own, and injure none," as the common saying is^ 
to be strictly honest, is right and good, and would to God 
it were really so with all ; but, to be agood man, a very 
kind and bountiful benefactor is a great deal better. The 
apostle seems to have considered the difference between 
these characters in the same light as that of a man be- 
fore and after his conversion to God. " For scarcely 
for a righteous man will one die ; yet, peradventure, for a 
good man some would even dare to die. But God com- 
mendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us ; much more, then, being now 
justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through him ; for i^ when we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, 
being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life." Rom^ 
5 : 7-10. The apostle's meaning is plain and his rea< 
soning cogent. His design evidently was to answer an 
objection that might be brought against his assertion ift 
5 : 5, that the believer's hope shall not make - him 
ashamed. Some might say, although we are justified 
and enjoy peace, &c., yet we may be left to apostatize. 
The apostle reasons from the greatness of God's love to 
them before their conversion, that he would not suffer 
them to perish afterward ; and the greatness of this Iqva 

* Charch Member's Guide. 
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appears by Cbrist's dying for us when we were neither 
good nor righteous, but sinners, ungodly and enemies. 
And as the disciples of Christ are to be ready always to 
do every good work, in like manner they will not be at 
a loss to find objects of benevolence. Besides the poor 
which they have always with them, there is yet a world 
lying in wickedness : hundreds of millions perishing 
for the lack of knowledge, and multitudes cr3dng, " come 
over and help us !" Let those whom God has called to 
the most honourable employment of a missionary, go forth, 
" preaching among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches 
of Christ f let others cast their mites as God has pros- 
pered them, into the treasury of the different religious 
societies, the glory of the present generation ; and let 
those who have no mite to give, abound in the best of 
good works, fervent and believing prayers unto the Lord 
of the harvest. 

But it is high time to say a few words respecting the 
qualities of the fruits which the Lord of the vineyard 
expects. 1 . They must be good fruits, and not wild 
grapes. Acts of goodness opposed to sinful «cts. The 
fruits of theSpirit opposed to the fruits of the flesh, these 
are carnal, selfish^ and earthly ; those are fruits of Ao/i- 
ness and righte&usness ; such as acts of piety toward 
God, of justice toward men, and of sobriety toward our- 
selves. Tit. 2 : 12. They ^e good fruits when brought 
forth unto 'God ; Rom. 7:4; when our thoughts, words, 
and actions are with reference to him :' out of obedience 
to his will, to serve, please, and honour him. If such be 
the spriMg^ the matter, and the end of our fruits, they are 
good and well-pleasing in the sight of God. -. 

We observe, however, that these fruits must be real. 
A mere show or appearance of fruit will not suffice. 
The fig tree mentioned in the gospel had leaves, a sign 
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of fruitfulness ; but, being barren, it was cursed and wi* 
thered. It is pleasant to see a tree in full bloom and blos^ 
som ; but without fruit it is useless to the husbandman, 
and greatly disappoints his expectations. Even so " if 
a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 
and one of you say unto them, depart in peace, be ye 
warmed and filled — notwithstanding ye give them not 
those things which are needful to the body — what does 
it profit V* James Z : 15, 16. 

Seasanableness is another quality of Christian fruitful- 
ness. The righteous is like a <* tree planted by the 
rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his sea« 
son," Ps. 2 : 3, when it is most beautiful and most 
useful. For " there is a season for ererjrthing." EccL 
3:1. To be patient when we are provoked is good 
fruit, but not when we hear God blasphemed. Spiritual 
rejoicing is an excellent fruit, but not when we go into 
the house of mourning. When graces are in exercise 
in proper season, they are then more excellent fruits. 
How pleasant to see strong faith under heavy trials, 
meekness under malignant provocations, contentment in 
pinching wants, undaunted courage in imminent danger, 
humility in the midst of applause, and self-denial when 
sunounded with abundance. 

Qttantity is particularly noticed by our Lord. ** That 
ye beat mtieh fruit." John 15 : 8. Those that enjoy 
the means of grace must not only bring forth fruit, but 
be fruitful, bear abundance. A tree is not full of fruit, 
and so not fruitful, if all the main branches do not bear 
and bring forth plenty. Mind and heart and life must 
bring forth fruit in some abundance. Knowledge should 
abound in the mind ; holy afiections and spiritual graces 
should abound in the heart ; and out of the " abundance 
of the heart " should the mouth speak," and aU other 
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pMa act for GtMi, so as " to be always abomidiiig in the 
work of the Lor4." Hence the propriety of attending 
lojhe apostolic exhortation : '' Add to your faith, virtue ; 
and to virtue, knowledge ; and to knowledge, tempe*' 
ranee ; and to temperance, patience ; and to patience^ 
godliness ; and to godliness, brotherly kindness ; and to 
brotherly kindness, charity : for if these things be in 
you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be 
banen nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 3 Pet. 1:5-8. 

In the last place, we would observe that our fruitful* 
ness must be in proportion to our advantages. While 
our Loid expects all his disciples to bring forth much 
fruit, yet he expects more from some than from others, 
according to the r%Ae laid down by himself. " Unto 
whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much re* 
quired ; and to whom men have committed much, of him 
they will ask the more." Luke 12 : 48. Th<»e who 
enjoy the gospel in great light and power ; who have the 
mysteries of it clearly discovered, practically enforced, 
and bioughjt home to mind, conscience, will, and affec- 
tions, so as the light, force, and influence of it may reach 
the whole man, the whole life^and have this continued 
many years ; if they bring not forth move fruit than such 
as have the gospel, but not with such advantages, they 
are wofolly and sinfoUy deceived in fruit-bearing. 

The reasons and motives of fruitfulness are many and 
cogent, but must be omitted at present ; and we will pro- 
ceed to name the design of baptism as a third argument 
to enforce obedience to all Christ's commands. 

It is unnecessury to mention either the many unserip* 

tural designs of this sacred ordinance, as held by some, 

or all the true ones, as held by our denomination. It is 

sufficient, my beloved brethren, to remind you that we 
21 
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consider it an emblem or sign of our being regenerstecl 
or bora of the Spirit ; and a symbolical repesentation of 
our spiritual death, burial, and resurrection. Our belief 
on this subject is abundantly confirmed by the following 
passages of Scripture, to which the reader will do well 
to refer : John 3 : 5. Tit. 3:5. 1 Pet. 3 : 21, 22. 
Rom. 6: 1-13. Col. 2 : 12, 13. Hence it evidently 
appears to be our duty to hate sin, to lore the brethren, 
and to be zealous of good works ; for these are the cha- 
racteristics of them that are born of God. With what 
holy indignation does the apostle in the foregoing pas- 
sages spurn at the supposition of a baptized ChrisUan 
living in sin ! How just and powerful his arguments^ 
" to live in newness of life P' 

Self-righteous fHride and antinomian licentiousness 
are two fatal rocks, on which immense multitudes are' 
continually wrecked, and between which none but the 
Holy Spirit can pilot us ; and the objections of open 
enemies to the doctrines of grace derive their greatest 
plausibility from the unholy lives of many professed 
friends. " Every true believer abhors the thought (^ 
thus perfecting the gospel and despising the riches of 
divine grace ; and, could he be led to think that he might 
go on in sin with impunity, he would foe kept back by ' 
a strong aversion from it ; for how can he, in whose 
heart those principles are mortified which gave rise to 
his former sinful courses, continue in those practises 
which he now has no pleasurein, but loathes and dreads.'* 
Scott, 

I close this argument by referring the reader, with 
pleasure, to the excellent sermon on the Design of Bap- 
tism, by Professor Irak Chase. 

The fourth argument to enforce obedience to the com- 
mands of Christ is, the glory of God and the honour of 
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religion. To glorify God is the chief end of man. 
When God's olfrn son became a son of man, it was his 
meat and drink t6 glorify his father by doing his will. 
How much more ought we, who are not only the crea- 
tures of his power and pensioners of his bounty, but 
also the purchase of his blood. Hence saith the apos- 
tle : " Ye are not your own, for ye are bought with a 
price : therefore glorify God in your body and in your 
spirit, which are God's." 1 Cor. 6 : 19, 20. And this 
duty is as extensive as it is reasonable. <^ Whether, 
therefore, ye eat or drink, or whatsooTer ye do, do all 
to the glory of God." 1 Cor. 10 : 31. 

We glorify God, not by adding anything to his essen^ 
tial glory, for that is infinite, and cannot be increased ; 
but declarativeit/, declaring that He is glorious, by giving 
a testimony to his glorious perfections, making it appear 
that He is glorious. Now, there is a voice in good fruits 
or works of obedience that declares this, a Hght which 
discovers and makes it apparent to others ; and thus en- 
gages them to acknowledge it, and thereby glorify Him. 
Hence saith our Messed Saviour : " Herein is my father 
glorified, that y« bear muehfouU!* John 15 : 8. Aiid 
again : " Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven." Matt. 5:16. Now, if to bring forth fruit 
is to i^lorify Grod, then it is our greatest perfection and 
highest excellency to do so ; for angels themselves can 
do nothing better, nothing higher. True, they glorify 
him mors^ but they can do no more than glorify him. 

As the glory of God, so likewise the honour of religion 
is connected with our fruitfulness. We are exhorted ** to 
adorn the doctrine of God, our Saviour, in all things.'' Tit. 
2 : 10. The church is the Lord's garden, and it is 
adorned by the fruitfulness of its trees. Barrenness ojr 
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bad fruit is a disgrace, and nwkes the garden ill spoken 
of; but a holy and useful life will stop the mouth of 
gaiosayers. See Rooi. 2: 24. 1 Pet 2: 15. I close 
this particular by adoptiog for you, my beloved brethren, 
and £or myself, the ap6stolic prayer, that '^ the God of 
peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, through the Mood of 
the everlasting covenant, make us perfect in every good 
work, to do his will, working in us that which is weli- 
pleasiog in his sight, throu^ Jesus Christ, to whom be 
glory for ever and ever* Amen/' Heb. IS: 20, 21. 

The last argument I shall use to enforce obedience to 
Christ's commands is, itslndispensaUe necessity for the 
obtaining of an assurance of Our personal interest. in 
Christ. That such an assurance may be obtained is evi- 
dent from the nature of the thing itself. The criterion by 
which we are to judge of our spiritual state is precisely 
the same as that whereby we determine the nature and 
value of tittDgs around us : for oiir Uessed Lord him- 
self hath told us, as has been mentioned above, that, as 
we know the different kinds and comparative excellence 
of trees by their fruits, so we may ascertain by our works 
whether we be real or only nominal Christians. It is 
farther evident fiom many pcMsages of Scripturey such 
as make it our duty to obtain it with aH diligence ; sea 
2 Pet. 1 : 10. 2 Cor. 13 : 5. Heb. 6: 11 ; such as 
record saints in the Old or New Testament who had 
obtained it ; see Job 19 : 25. Ps. 17 : 15 ; 103 : 3, 3. 
GaL 2 : 20. 1 Tim. 1 : 12. 2 Tim. 4 : 8, d. Heb. 
10 : 34 ; and such as describe the evidences by which 
we are to ascertain it ; 1 John 3 : 10, 14, 19, 2 L 

Nor ought we to overlook the w^ortance of the subject. 
It is not only a Christian duty expressly required, as 
appears from the Scriptures just named» but it is ex*» 
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ceedipgly useful mour journey through thiiB wildemeas 
world. Although we do not consider it necessary unto 
salvation, yet it is a privilege of inestimable worth. 
ThoughiNir holy and useful life is not the ground of our 
hope and confidence, yet it is an evidence ; and the be- 
liever's comfort may be increased by the sight of good 
works, though it be not built oii them. They manifest 
a. claim and title to the crown, but do no merit it. We 
never can have the Spirit's witness without sanotification 
and purity of heart and life. How beautiful and com- 
prehensive the sentiment of the poet in the following 
hymn, which for many years has been, and ever will be, 
the dehghtftil song in the house of my pilgrinuige : 

•* When I can read my title clear. 
To mansions in the skiea, 
ril bid farewell to every fear,. 
And wipe my weepilig eyes. 

» Should earth against ray soul engage, 
And hellish darts be hnrlM, 
Then I can smile at satan's rage, 
And face a frowning world. 

Let cares like a wild deluge come, 

And storms of sorrow fall, 
May I bat safely reach my homoy 

My: God, my heaven, my all. 

There shall I bathe my weary soaL 

In seas of heavenly reat, 
And not a wave of trouble roll 

Across my peaceful breast.?*^ Watts, 

Should a crikninal under sentence of death receive the 
assurance that the sovereign hath pardoned his crime 
and ordered him to be released in a few days, his' feelings 
would be inexpressible. But infinitely greater and 
better are the effects^of true assumnce of hope. " Being 
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justified by faith, we have peace with God through owr 
Lord Jesus Christ ;" Rom. 5 : 1 ; a peace which 
passes all understanding, a tranquillity and serenity of 
mind which is better experienced than expressed. 
When God is at peace with us, conscience is pacified. 
Assurance revives and invigorates religion in the sduL 
It rekindles our first love to God. Love begets love. 
*< We love him, because ^e first loved us.'' 1 John 4 : 
19. When Christ had forgiven much to her who. had 
sinned much, and had manifested pardoning mercy to her 
soul, oh, how it did infiuence her love to Christ ! Luke 
7 : 47. It also fills the soul with holy fear, care, and 
watchfulness. He that travels the road, possessed of a 
rich treasure, is afraid of thieves in every bush. This is 
exemplified in the spouse who had endured many a sad 
day and night in Christ's absence, and sought him 
sorrowing: but when she had regained his felt and 
sensible presence, she saith : " I found him whom my 
soul loveth : I held him, and would not let him go." 
Cant. 3 : 4. She does not lay by diligence, as if all 
Were done ; but is of new taken up, with as great care 
to retain and improve this mercy^ as before she was 
solicitous to obtain it. Assurance makes us active and 
lively in God's service. It excites prayer, and quickens 
in duty. As diligence begets assurance, so assurance 
begets diligence. Doubts and fears discourage our 
hearts and weaken our hands, but an assuranc&of God's 
favour produces joy, and " the joy of the Lord is our 
strength." It is like the spirit in Ezekiel's wheels, 
which moved and lifted them on high. When this 
generous principle influences the soul, wisdom's waya 
are not only the ways of duty, but of pleasantness, and 
all her paths are peace ; the statutes of the Lord then 
rejoice the heart ; the commandments of God are no longer 
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grierous ; more to be desired are they than gold, yea, 
than mach fine gold ; sweeter also than honey or the 
ho&ey-comb. The real Christian lives in his own ele- 
ment when he is living in obedience to them ; he seas 
the beauty and excellency of walking in sweet submis- 
sion to the holy mind and will of Gk>d ; and his con- 
tinual desire, wish, and prayer is, oh, that my ways 
were made so direct that I might always keep thy 
righteous judgment. 

Assurance enables the believer to bear affliction with 
fortitude^ and to meet death with joy and courage. He 
not only rejoices in the hope of glory, but in the way to 
it ; *' he glories even in tribulations, knowing that tribu- 
lation worketh patience ; and patience, experience ; and 
eiqperience, hope ; and hope maketh not ashamed, because 
the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost, which is given nnto us.'' Rom. 5 : 3-5. That 
the assurance of eternal glory is the best support under 
all temporal calamities, is evident from the following 
reasonings of the inspired apostle : /' For this cause we 
faint not ; but, though our outward man perish, yet the 
inward man is renewed day by day ; for our light afflic- 
tion, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 
mote exceeding and eternal weight of glory ; while we 
look not at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen ; for the things which are seen are 
temporal ; but the things which are not seen are eternal : 
for we know (or are assured) that, if our earthly house 
of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building 
of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens." 2 Cor. 4 : 16-18 ; 5 : 1. The iq^stle here 
supposes the worst of the case, viz., that our temporal 
afflictions are so grievous as to issue in death, an entire 
dissolution of our earthly house •or tabeniacle ; yet 
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(saith be) even then we faint rwt, because we bope for 
everlasting habitations ; and if this bope can support tbe 
soul under tbe last and most exquisite distress of nature, 
mucb more under tbe lighter burdens of life. He that 
has a Scriptural assurance of having passed from spirituai 
death unto life, needs not fear death natural He that 
can say with David, " Jehovah is my shepherd," may 
also add, " though I walk through tbe valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil ; for thou art with me : 
thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me." Ps. 23 : 1, 4. 
If with the apostle we can say, '< for me to live is 
Christ," we may also add, <^ and to die is gain." Phil. 
1:21. And with him, too, we may " desire to depart 
and be with Christ, which is far better^^ 

Such, my belored brethren, are some of the blessed 
consequences flowing from an assured interest in the 
salvation of Christ. It is this which animates tbe peo- 
ple of God with a noble disdain of the sinful pleasures 
and vain pursuits of this present life ; it is this which 
makes them, like Moses, esteem tbe reproaches they 
suffer for Christ's sake, greater riches than all the 
treasures of this world; it is this which inspires them 
with a kind of supernatural magnanimity and fortitude 
against every difficulty and trial they may meet with in 
their way to eternal bliss ; it is this that makes them, 
triumph in the face of all opposition, and say, " who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ ? shall tribula- 
tion, or distress, or persecution, or nakedness, or famine, 
or peril, or sword ? We are persuaded that neither life> 
nor death, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor tbiugs to come, nor height, nor depths 
nor any other creature shall be able to separate us from 
tbe love of God, which is in Christ Jeaus^ our Lord." 
Bom. 8: 35-3(L ^ 
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Beloved l»etliren, what can be happier amid the num- 
berless vanities and vexations which accompany worldly 
pleasures, than to be able to derive from an assurance 
of our salvation [Measures suitable to intelligent crea- 
tures, immortal souls ? What can be happier amid all 
the pains^ laboors, and miseries with which life aboands, 
than to enjoy the plentiful consolations that issue from 
a well-j^ounded hope of eternal felicity ? Above all, 
what can be more capable of supporting us against the 
fear of death ? Mortal and dying as we are, in a state 
where the smallest alteration in the body reminds us of 
death, what can we wish for more conformable to our 
ifants than to find in a firm hope of eternal felicity a 
shield to secure us against the enemy, and a sword to 
destroy him ? Let us strive, let us pray, let us venture 
all to arrive at this ha|^y state. 

Several other important consequences flow from as- 
surance, which might have been mentioned ; but it is 
more than time to close this long address, and which I 
hasten to do, by showing that such assurance cannot be 
obtained without a sincere endeavour to " observe all 
things whatever Christ has commanded." To build 
upon any other foundation is building upon sand, which 
cannot withstand the floods and storms of God*s wrath, 
and must consequently fall ; and great will be the fall 
thereof. True assurance is neidier easily nor suddenly 
to be attained. It requires much labour, self-denial, and 
vigilance; an extensive knowledge in religion, a long 
acquaintance with the heart, much experience, self-dis- 
cipline, and strong faith ; and is the friiit of a steady, 
uniform, habitual practice of universal piety, aecompa- 
aied by the powerful influences of the Holy Spirit, 
<* bearing witness with our spirits, that we are the chil- 
dren of God." Nor can it be supposed that a privilege 
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80 invaluable should be suddenly attainable. They, 
therefore, who are forvjord to boast of their assurance^ 
and how easily they came by it, are justly to be suspect- 
ed of lying under the power of a strong and mest awful 
delusion. 

Of the extreme fc^y and danger of such persons, Mr. 
Semrtn speaks thus : " To consider religion always on 
the comfortable side; to congratulate one's self for 
haying obtained the end before we have made use of 
the means ; to stretch the hand to receive the crowit of 
righteousness before they have been employed to fight 
the battle ; to be content with a false peace, and to use 
no efforts to obtain the graces to which true consolation 
is annexed ; this is a dreadful calm, like that which 
some voyagers describe, and which is a very singular 
forerunner of a very terrible event. AU on a sudden, in 
the wide ocean, the sea becomes calm, the surface of 
the water clear as crystal, smooth as glass, the air 
serene ; the unskilful passenger becomes tranquil and 
happy, but the old mariner trembles ; in an instant the 
waves froth, the winds murmur, the heavens kindle, a 
thousand gulfs open, a frightful light inflames the air»^ 
and every wave threatens sudden death. This is an 
image of most men's assurance of salvation." Vol. 3, 
ser* 10. 

That there is danger of deceiving ourselves in this 
matter, of all others the most important, is evident from 
our Lord's declaration that many will find themselves 
thus deceived on the last and final day of account, flis 
memorable words are these : " Not everyone that saith 
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter in the kingdom of 
heaven ; but he that doeth the will of my father which 
is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name ? and ia thy 
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name have cast out devils ? and in thy name done many 
wonderful works ? And then will I profess unto them, 
I never knew you ; depart irom me, ye that work ini- 
quity." Matt. 7 : 21-23. 

Let us guard, then, my beloved brethren, against build- 
ing our assurance on mere feelings, the effects of our 
own imaginations. Oh, how many have I met with who 
professed to have obtained a hope of being in the way to 
heaven, and which had filled their heart with joy and 
gladness ! but, being asked when and how they obtained 
that hope, some said " that God had told them in a 
dream that their sins were pardoned, and that he was 
now their reconciled father ;" others replied that " they 
had been favoured with a vision in the night of a dear 
departed friend, who assured them of a mansion being 
prepared for them in glory ;" others, " that they had 
seen a bright angel, or perhaps the Lord Jesus himself, 
saying, ' be of good cheer, your sins are forgiven ;' " 
and not a few replied that '* they had put their finger 
into the bible, and, on evening, found it lighted on a 
gracious promise," &c. Gracious Lord, keep us all from 
such delusions ! • Is this the way to " read our title clear 
to mansions in the skies V* Is this the way to [Nrove 
that we are the heirs of the heavenly inheritance ? 
Would men act thus in their worldly concerns ? Surely 
not. Well might our blessed Lord say, '< the children 
of this worid are in their generation vnser than the chil- 
dren of light." Luke 16 : 8. For what should we 
think of the man who applies to a counsellor to defend 
his claim to the estate of a person lately deceased, upon 
no better title than his earnest desire to possess it, be- 
cause the lease of his present habitation is just expiring, 
and cannot be renewed ; and his inexpressible joy and 
gladness of heart, arising from a fuU assurance of hope 
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that he stiali obtain it, accoiding to a revelatiofi fiom 
hearen, made to him in a dream or yision, &c. What 
counsellor in his senses would undertake such a cause ? 
How ridiculous would both appear before judge and jury? 
Yet not a whit better is the title to the heavenly inheri- 
tance of the persons mentioned above. But very dif- 
ferent is the case of the man who, having seen, and read^ 
and diligently eitamined the will, and being perfectly 
certain that he is the person described therein, feels an 
inexpressible joy and gladness of heart, and an earnest 
desire of possessing it. Sensible, however, that he may 
be mistaken in his judgment, and to prevent disappoint- 
ment, he applies to a counsellor to examine and compare 
his credentials with the x;haracteristics mentioned in the 
wOl, and to give him his opinion. No counsellor would 
be surprised at such an application, nor refuse to com- 
ply. And, having attended to the business, and found 
the man's opinion correct, he would congratulate him 
and say, ** my friend, I have examined your credentials, 
and find them answerable to the will, and I have now 
the pleasure to bear witness with your spirii (mind, judg- 
ment, or conscience) that you are the rightful heir of 
die inheritance.** This man now departs in peace. And, 
while his joy is increased with the confirmation of his 
title, he feels a proportioned increase of love and grati-v 
tude to the testator for having made hi^, who had been 
his sworn enemy, and whom he might have brought to 
condign punishment, his sole heir of k rich and beauti- 
ful inheritance. 

Take this latter case, my beloved brethren, as an 
illustration of the Scriptural way to obtain true assu- 
rance : for God has not only revealed that he had pre- 
pared a kingdom from the foundation of the world, and 
that our blessed Lord has gone to heaven to prepare 
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mansions ; bat lie has also clearly and fully described, 
in tke sacred Scriptures, the will of the testator, the 
characteristics of the heirs of that kingdom. By these 
characteristics, therefore, we must diligently compare 
ourselves, and if we find both to agree, we have then 
reason to rejoice in the hope of glory. Yet, to make our 
hope surcy we ought to apply, by frequent prayer and 
earnest supplications, to the Holy Spirit for his aid, 
counsel, and witness ; and when his testimony agrees 
with ours, we may then rejoice in \h»full assurance of 
hope to the inheritance of the saints in tight. 

Hence saith the learned Witsius : " In what manner 
do believers attain the assurance of their election! 
Who has ascended up into heaven 1 or who, with a pry- 
ing eye, has perused the volume of God's decrees and 
secrets ? Who has looked into the heart of God ? We 
are here, indeed, to guard against rash presumption. But 
what God has from eternity determined about the salva- 
tion of his people, he declares to them in time by signs 
that cannot deceive them. He has given them two 
books, from which they may gather what is sufficient to 
know, that they are written in the book of life : namely, 
the book of Scripture -and the hook of conscience. In the 
book of Scripture the distinguishing marks of election, 
as effectual calling by the Word and Spirit of God, 
Rom. 8 : 30, faith in God and Christ, 2 Tbess. 2:13, 
hatred and eschewing of evil, 2 Tim. 2 : 19, the sin* 
cere and constant study of holiness^ Eph. 1 : 4 ; 2 
Thess. 2 : 13, are drawn out with great exactness. In 
the book of conscience every one may read, if he give 
that proper diligence which a matter of such impor- 
tance requires, whether these marks be within him." 
On the Covenant, 

Now, although a child of <3od may possess the chap 
22 . :::: 
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lactemdcs of the heirs of salTalioiiyand yet not enjoy the 
witness of the Holy Spirit, yet the Spirit never bears 
his witness to a person who is destitute of these cha- 
lacteristics. Hence appears the absolote necessi^ of a 
sincere endearomr to keep all Christ's commandments, 
&>r they comprise all the characteristics and marks of 
the children a( God. Wherefore, my belored brethren, 
** giving all diligence, add to yonr faith, yirtue ; and to 
lirtae, knowledge ; and to knowledge, temperance; and 
to temperance, patience ; and to patience, godliness ; and 
to godliness, brotherly kindness ; and to brotherly kind- 
ness, charity : for if these things be in you, and abound, 
they make you that ye shall be neither barren nor 
nniiruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
wherefore the rather, brethren, gire diligence to make 
yonr calling and election sure, for if ye do these things 
ye shall nerer fall." Amen and Amen. 

I proceed, in the sei^md place, to address a few words 
to the members of Pedobaptist churches. Permit me, 
ny beloved brethren, to invite very affectionately your 
most serious attention to the substance of the first of 
these Essays, wherein it has been shown, and that from 
tke very writings of the most eminent Pedobaptist 
divines, that a positire institution or law originates 
entirely in the soverBignwiUoiVtiA ; that the obligation 
to observe them arises, not from the goodness of the 
things themselves, but from the aiOhority of God ; thai 
the laws which determine the matter, manner, and 
signification must, therefore, be plain and esqprtss ; that 
they admit of no eommuuaion^ tntUiUttion^ or aUoratum ; 
that there are no aeddental parts of a positive institution ; 
that it is unUtiDfid to conform to any part of a religious 
rite without a divine warrant ; that it is at our peril to 
oontinoe igneront of the will of God rslating to his 
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positiTe appointments, and great presumption to make 
iigkt of them ; and that a disposition to obey God in his 
positive institutions is part of that " holiness^ without 
which none shall see the Lord.** Such, my dear reader, 
are the sentiments of the great, the pious, and the learned 
Bishops Bumett Buder, and Taylor ; Drs. Doddridge^ 
Grosvenor^ Goodman, Owen^ Sherlock, and Jonathan 
Edwards, and a cloud of other witnesses whose praise 
is in the churches <>f Christ. By these principles every 
Baptist is guided in his judgment and practice with 
respect to the subjects and mode of the sacred ordinance* 
But let me ask you, my brother, for a reason '* of the 
hope within you ^' that you shall escape the displeasure 
and frowns of the blessed Redeemer in neglecting this 
sacred and divine ordinance. Do you say, " I have been 
baptized," let me ask when and how f Do jou reply, 
** in infancy," " who has required this at your hands ?'» 
Do not the above-mentiened divines, with a host of 
others, declare that it is ^' unlawful to conform to any 
part qX a i«iigious rite without a divine warrant ?" and 
do not they themselves acknowledge, as has.been shown 
above, that there is neither precept nor example to be 
found in the bible for infant baptism ? Is it not, there- 
fore, dear reader, of the utmost importance to the peace 
and comfort of your soul to ascertain whether the blessed 
Redeemer, whom you profess to love uid obey, looks 
upon your having been sprinkled in infancy as your own 
act of faith and obedience to his divine institution, or 
whether he does not rather consider it a presumptuous 
Act of will'Worship, in direct opposition to his revealed 
will, and, therefore, is highly displeased with it. Let 
(he judicious Dr, Owen decide the solemn question., 
'' All worship," says he, " is obedience ; obedience 
respects authority ; and authority exerts itself in com* 
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maQds. An4 if thi» authority be not the authority of 
God, the worship performed in obedience unto it is not 
the worship of God, but of him or them whose commands 
and authority are the reason and cause of it. God would 
never allow that the will and wisdom of any of his 
creatures should be the riise, rule, or measure of his 
worship, or any part of it, or anything that belongs unto 
it. This honour he has reserved unto himself; neither 
will he part with it unto any other. Hence the Scrip- 
ture abounds with severe interdictions and commina- 
tions against those who shall presume to do or appoint 
anything in his worship, besides or beyond his own 
institution. Divine institution alone is that which 
renders anything acceptable unto God. All divine 
setvice or worship must be resolved into divine ordi- 
nation or institution. A worship not ordained of God, 
is not accepted of God. Adam lost himself and us all 
by his failure therein." On the Heb.^ ch. 1 : 6 ; 8 : 
5 ; and 9 : 8. 

" All our worship," saith the pious Mr, HaU, " must 
be regulated by gospel institution, that it may be per- 
formed according to the appointment of Christ, as king 
of the church. Who is the darings, insolent worm that 
will presume to dispute the authority or change the or- 
dinances of him who is given to be th^ head over all 
things to the church. It is most dizngerous andpresump- 
tuoiis to add any ceremony or to join any service, on any 
pretence, unto heaven's appointment. This is the most 
orifninalrashness/* Gospel Worship , vol. 1. See Booth 
Fed, Ex., Yo\. l,p. 29. 

Upon what divine authority, then, my dear brother, do 
you rest your hope of having obeyed Christ's command 
by being sprinkled when an infant, seeing there is nei- 
ther precept nor example for it in the sacred Scripture ^ 
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but rather as much prohibition for administering this sa* 
cred ordinance to an infant as to a heathen, Mahometan, 
or unbelieving Jew ? for the law of the institution re- 
quires that the subject should be first taught, should re- 
pent and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, which an in- 
fant ia not capable of doing ; and for another to do it for 
the child is as absurd as to imagine that the food eaten 
by the parents is a suftcient nourishment for their off- 
spring. Besides, even if it could be proved, which 
never can be done, that infants are proper subjects for 
this ordinance, still the act of sprinkling instead of dip- 
ping or immersing differs as much from the law of the 
institution as if Abraham had circumcised the thumb of 
the right hand of every male, instead of the member re- 
quired by the law of the institution. 

Arise, then, my brother, repent and be baptized or 
immersed, in obedience to the command of your Saviour 
God. What has been stated is equally applicable to 
those who have been sprinkled as adults after their con- 
version to God. For, though they were proper subjects, 
yet the act of sprinkling was without Scriptute precept 
or example, as has been fully shown in Essay I Y. The 
pious and indefatigable Mr. Booths after giving us more 
than eighty quotations from the most learned Pedobaptist 
divines, makes the following observation : " If we €Xr 
amine the present prevailing practice of pouring or 
sprinkling upon those principles, rules, and reasonings 
which the Qiost eminent Pedobaptists have laid before 
us in the preceding quotations, we must conclude that 
neither sprinkling nor pouring is warranted by the word 
baptism. Pedoh. £»., vol. 1, p. 79, 

Having already exceeded my limits in the former part 
of this Essay, I am compelled to curtail my address to 
^ou, my beloved brethren, but not without hope that, bjr 
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the blessing of God on what has been advanced, yott 
may be led to see and renounce error, and follow the 
example of our blessed Lord and Saviour through evil 
as well as good report. Yea, firmly believing that truth 
will and must prevail, I cannot close the subject without 
expressing my firm and sure belief that t}^e time is not 
far off when the sacred and solemn brdinanee of baptism 
will no more be administered to infants than the Lord's 
supper ; and when it will be no longer said, " sprinkling 
is as good as immersion, and one drop is as good as an 
ocean," than the partaking of the bread onlyw considered 
as good as the partaking of both the elements. 

Nor needs it the spirit of a prophet or son of a prophet 
to foretell the way or manner of bringing about this great 
and desirable change. As the order of God's house and 
the purity of his worship have been deformed, corrupted, 
and poHutedby ignorant, superstitious, and wicked priests, 
so in like manner must these abominations be removed, 
and order and purity Restored, by the propagation pf the 
truth as it is in the biblcy from the lips or pens of en- 
lightened, pious, and faithful ministers of Christ, the 
watchmen on the walls of Zion. May the Lord of the 
harvest increase and multiply the number of such labour- 
ers, and to his name be the glory. Amen. 



ESSAY VIL 

Christ^ s Church a Baptist Church. 

Mt object iii this additional Essay is, to show that the 
/ church of Christ was originally composed of converted 
Jewsv vha were all Baptists, and that ultimately the. 
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heathen nations' will be bronght into this church by the 
instrnmentality of converted Jews, when the church of 
Christ will again be a Baptist church. 

I. That there had been no such institution as the 
church of Christ before the day of Pentecost, has al- 
ready been proved in Essay III., p. 92, &c, 

IT. That the church constituted on that day was 
composed of converted Jews, is evident from the Scrip- 
tures. John the Evangelist has informed us that Jesus 
Christ ''.came unto his own, and his own received him 
not ; but as many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name," John 1 : 11, 12. Hence it ap- 
pears that, though the body of the Jews rejected Jesus 
as the promised Messiah, yet there were many who 
did receive him, and many that waited for the consolar 
tion of Israel believed on him ; besides many other 
Jews who believed in him, but kept it a secret, for fear 
of the Jews, like Nicodemus, who came to Jesus by 
rngkty and Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of 
Jesus secretly. 

On the day of Pentecost, we are told that, besides the 
120 that '' were together with one accord and in one 
place," '' there were also dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, 
devout men, out of every nation ,under heaven," and 
Peter addressed them as Jews. Acts 1 : 26; 2 : 14^ 
22. Out of this multitude 3000 were added to the 
church on the same day, and many thousands afterward, 
And when the Apostle Paul had told the elders of Jeru«- 
salem what great things the Lord had wrought among 
the Gentiles by his hands, they in return said unto 
him, " Thou seest, brother, how many thousands (or 
rather myriads) of Jews there are which believe ; and 
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they are all zealous of the law." Acts. 21 ; 18-20. 
And farther, we read that ^* the Word of God increased 
and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jenisa- 
lem greatly, and a great company of the pariests wpre 
obedient to the faith." Acts 6 : 7. 

III. That all these Jews, and all those added afterward 
to the church during the life-time of the apostles, 
whether Jews or Gentiles, were Baptists in principle and 
practice is evident, 1st, from the Scriptures, where im- 
mersion is the only mode mentioned, and the subjects are 
spoken of as believers in Christ. 2. It is evident from 
the confession of the most eminent and learned Pedo« 
baptists. However they differ with respect to the origin 
of pedobaptism, yet they almost universally agree that 
the practice was not known ici the first century, as has 
been fully shown in the preceding Essaysl 

lY. I proceed to show that, after the Jews have been 
restored to their own land, and converted iinto God, they 
will be Baptists. 

1. That the Jews, as a body, will literally return to 
the land of Canaan, and be afterward converted to God, 
I have fully proved in the 4th part of my Narrative, or 
" Judah and Israel." 

2. That their return cannot be far oft, is evident 
from the period of time spoken of by Daniel, referred 
to by the Lord Jesus Christ, by the Apostle Paul, and 
in the revelation to St. John, 

The Prophet Daniel speaks thus : ^* And one said, 
how long shall it be to the end of these wonders ; and 
I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the 
waters of the rivers, when he held up his right hand 
and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him that 
iiveth for ever, that it shall be for a time, times, and a 
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half ; and when he shall {la^e accomplished to scatter 
the power of the holy people, all these things shall be 
finished." Dan. 12 : 6, 7. 

Three things contained in this prophecy demand our 
notice ; 1, the period of time mentioned. This is called 
a time, times, and half a time. New Testament and 
classical writers use times for years, as we often say so 
many summers or winters. Time, times, and half a 
time is as much as to say three years and a half, each 
year having 360 days, making 1260 days, or as many 
pn^hetical years. This prophecy is repeated in the 
revelation to St. John, an4 the same period of time ex- 
pressed by days and months. Thus we read : " The 
court which is without the temple leave out, and mea- 
sure it not, for it is ^ven unto the Gentiles ; and the 
holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two 
months. And I will give power unto my two witnesses, 
and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and 
three score days, clothed in sackcloth." Rev. 11: 2,3. 
Again it is said : '' And there was given unto him, i. e., 
the beast, a mouth speaking great things and blasphe- 
mies ; and power was given unto him to continue ybr^^r 
and two months,^ Rev. 13 : 5. We notice next that, 

2. At the end of these 1260 years the mystery or 
wonders shall be finished. From the foregoing passages 
from the Revelation we learn that the mystery or won- 
ders relate to the beast or antichrist, whose power shall 
be destroyed at the close of these 1260 years ; but be- 
fore that mystery is finished, we notice, 

3. That the people of the prophet shall be delivered 
" when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power 
of the holy people," i. e., when the Jews shall be freed 
from the power of those wha oppressed them, and 
brought safely to the possession of their land. Seeing, 
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then, thai the period for th^ destruction of antichrist 
must be near its close, and the Jews are to be restored 
before that event comes to pass, we conclude, therefore, 
that the time for the restoration of the Jews must be near 
at hand. The reader will observe that I said the time 
for the restoration of the Jews cannot be far off, I did 
not attempt to mention the exact year, month, day, nor 
hour when it will be effected : such a precise know* 
ledge of the prophecy is not attainable. ^ We know, and 
are certain, that it must take place hefort the 1260 years 
are expired % but we are uncertain at what year or month 
they will expire, because we are not certain at what 
year this period of 1260 years had its commencement. 
Thus Daniel knew that the captivity of Israel at Babylon 
would be 70 years ; but, not knowing the exact period 
when these 70 years commenced, he inquired of God 
to know the end. In like manner, the 70 weeks or 
490 years spoken of in Dan. 9th were sufficiently clear 
to point out the near a4>proach of the coming of the 
Messiah ; yet the exact year could not be known with 
certainty, because of the uncertainty when these 70 
weeks commenced, as there were different decrees 
issued concerning their return^ Hen<e great and uni- 
versal expectations concerning the coming of the Mes- 
siah were excited years before his actual incarnation. 

To return to our subject. We observed that our Lord 
referred to this prediction. Speaking of the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, he says : '' They Shall fail by the 
edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all 
nations ; and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the 
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.^' 
Luke 21: 24. 

Here a fixed term is assigned for the end of the c^ 
tivity or dispersion of Judah ; and that fixed term is the 
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expiration of the times of the Gentiles. What, then, are 
these times of the Gentiles? and to what does our Lord 
refer when he thns speaks of them ? He refers plainly 
enough to the very passage in Daniel which we have 
heen considering ; for such an expression as the times 
of the Gentihs is not to be deemed a mere arbitrary 
and a,ccidental phrase ; a phrase then first employed ; 
a phrase wholly indefinite; a {^rase which has no 
relation to more ancient prophecies. Accordingly, the 
captivity of Judah among ajU nations, foretold by our 
Lord, corresponds with the scattering of the holy people 
mentioned by Daniel, and the times of the Gentiles at 
the same period, as the three times and a half. We 
observe farther, that the Apostle Paul has taken notice 
of this prediction. ** Blindness,'* says he, " in part is 
luippened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be 
come." RoRL 11 : 25. The apostle assures us that 
Israel, for the most part, will remain in a state of spiritual 
blindness until the fulness or the accomplishment of the 
times of the Gentiles shall arrive. He refers to the 
prophecy of our Lord, just as our Lord referred to the 
prophecy of Daniel ; &nd thus all three agree in telling 
ns that Judah will be restored near the close of the 
times* of the Grentiles, or of the three times and a half, 
or of^he 1260 years. 

I proceed to observe, in the next place, that the near 
approach of the restoration of the Jews may be argued 
from the pleasing signs of the time connected with that 
subject. 

Providence explains and confirms prophecy. Ther^ 
are generally several remarkaUe circumstances con- 
nected with any great event frequently predicted; and 
when we see the first oircuinstance taking place, we 
may expect the second not to be afar off. How pleasing 
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and how enconraging, then, are the signs of the time 
concerning the speedy restoration of the Jews. Insur- 
mountable obstacles and difficulties have been taken out 
of the way, and instruments and means for accomplish- 
ing it are at hand. 

When the time, the fixed and predicted time, for the 
deliverance of our fathers from Egyptian bondage had 
arrived, King Pharaoh was not only willing to let the 
Jews go away, but he drove them out in haste ; but not 
witbont furnishing them with the means of building Uie 
Tabernacle of the Lord,, as it is written : " Ajid the 
children of Israel did according to the word of Moses ; 
and they asked (not borrowed, see my Scripture Types, 
vol. 1, p. 147) of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and 
jewels of gold, and raiinant ; and the Lord gave the 
people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that the}^ 
gave unto them such things as they had asked, and they 
spoiled (or rather emptied, impoverished) the Egyp- 
tiand." Exod. 12 : 31-36. 

In like manner, when the 70 ^ears foretold by Jere- 
tniah concerning the Babylonish captivity were fulfilled, 
C3rrus, the king, not only gave them liberty to return 
to their country and to build the city and the . temple, 
but he also furnished them with means for accomplishing 
it ; just so will the restoration of the Jews to their own 
land be efiected by the powers that be. We have the 
sure Word of Grod for the foundation of our expecta- 
tions ; "For thus says the Lord God, behold, I will lift 
up my hand to the Gentiles, and set up my standard to 
the people, and they shall bring thy sons in their arms, 
and thy daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders ; 
and kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their queens 
thy nursing mothers.*' Isa. 49 : 22, 23. And I will set 
a sign among them, and I will send those that escape 
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of them unto the nations to Tarshish, Pnl, and Lud, that 
draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the isles afar off, 
that have not heard my name, neither have seen my 
glory ; and they shall declare my glory among the Gen* 
tiles. And they shall bring all your brethren for an 
offering unto the Lord, out of all nations, upon horses, 
and in chariots, and in litters, and upon mules, and upon 
swift heasts, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, saith the 
Lord." Isa. 66: 19,20. 

Already preparation is making foi accomplishing 
these predictions. Some years past (immediately after 
the destruction of the Turkish fleet by the Russians) 
the subject was discussed in the cabinet bf Britain, and 
of late years petitions have been presented to par- 
liament, calling on the nation to restore the Jews to their 
6wn land.* 

Another remarkable sigti is, the political state of Tur« 
key. Formerly they considered themselves invulnerable ; 
now they are sensible of their weakness. The land long 
trodden down under foot by the Gentiles is now in the 
possession of the sultan^ who is perfectly sensible that 
he is under the complete power and disposal of Britain 
and her allies ! should they only make the request that 
the land of Judea be given up to the Jews, it would be 
complied with without delay. We proceed to remark, 

3. That the J«W8, being again restored to their ownf 
hind before their conversion to Chriatianity, will doubt- 
less rebuild Jerusalem and ere^t a magnificent temple, 
offer up sacrifices and observe the ceremonial law for a 
season. (Perhaps for forty years, the period of time 
they spent in the journey from Eg3rpt to Canaan.) 
Strange that any one should doulft this. Even if the 

* One or two of these petitions will be found at the end of this 
Essay. 

23 
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Ittble had b^ DOthiBg ahovt th# sul^ect, I shedd stUl 
beli«ve it just a» much m I ftbcuM expeoi that, if fifi^ 
Jewish &iQilies were to emigrate from Germany to Ohio^ 
to form a coloBy^ they would build a Syoaf^^ue and 
vorebip God according to their profeesioQ. BesideSf 
how can we call iu question theif rebuildiBg again that 
city and temple, the destruction of which they have 
lamented and bemoaraed by an annual fast, and for tho 
rebuilding of which they daily pray to the God of theit 
fethers. 

. As it respects their again offuri^ sacrifices, nothing 
can be more certain. Jehovah having restricted sacrl* 
£ces to. Jerusalem, the Jews have not offered any duridg 
their di8p^r8ion, yet they have substituted other things 
in their place ; but all these will be laid aside as soon a9 
they have received Jesus Christ as " the lamb of God* 
that took away the sin of the world," and es the high 
Npriest of their profession. 
. To this sentiment it h^. been directed, because th<r 
Scripture foretold that, when the Messiah comes, he will 
cause sacrifices and oblations to cease. True, our 
blessed Saviour has done sor by the one sacrifice of 
Jiimself, he. has for ever put an end to the necessity of 
apother sacrifice. He has perfectly answered the desig«ii 
of the instiituuon, and it is no farther needed.. God no* 
moce requires^ sacrifices and oblations^ yet he may per- 
mit tlie Jews to offer thenp^ as s^ucb as he permits thent 
to .build their Syi^gogues^ and still have no delight ioi 
either of tbem^ After their convers^oa they will gpre 
1^. all tha( in which they trusted «nd gloried, end gloiy 
only in. Christ crucified. What a striking proof that witt 
be of the truth and power of the gospel. 

4. We observe farther, that their conversion will not 
he efifected in the usual way of the conversion of sinnAi»^ 
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bvt l^y the ^erftovia) appearance of Christ. True, flie 
Spirit ef God kas "sM but little on (his partof our subject ; 
yet What he has enid, that I beMev^. If I consider it 
mtn to be honest and upright, I shall have as much 
oonftdence in his promise, though made, signed, and 
sealed but once, as if he had made it repeatedly, and 
signed and sealed it ever so often ; and shall not I have 
foil confidence in the promise of my God, though Vnade 
hot once? J^oirah JesuS himself tellis us that th^ 
house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem shall 
look upon him whom they have pierced, and mourn for 
bim, (or rather to it.) Zech. 12 : 10. When the 
soldier thrust the spear into the heart of Jesus, the 
evangelist said, '* This was done that the Scripture might 
be fulfilled ; they shall look on him whom they have 
pierced," Now, as they pierced the literal body of 
Christ,, and the people saw him literally, so likewise 
shall the whole nation of the Jews see him iiterally, 
and mourn that they have crucified the Lord of Glory. 
Yes, they will see him as really as unbelieving Thomas 
did ; and, like him, exclaiming, ^* My Lord, and my God,'' 
*they will excliim, " Lo,this is our God ; we have waited 
for him, and he will save us : this is the Lord ; we 
have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in 
his salvation." Isa. 25 : 9. Then will be fhlfilled 
the saying of our Lord, when, with acclamations of joy. 
and rejoicing unparalleled, they, as a nation, will see 
him and say : '* Blessed be he that cometh in -the n^m^ 
of the Lord." These words in their connexion are stiA 
more striking : '• Behold, your house is left unto you 
desolate ; for I say unto 3ron, ye shall not see me hence-* 
fdlrth, ril/ ye shall say, bleteed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lotd.'^ Matt. 23 ; a8, 39^. This evidently 
shows that when ihey say this, they will see him^ 
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Then tbey will, from full conviction of heart, adopt 
the language of Isaiah, saying : "He was despised ^nd 
rejected of men ; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief; and we. hid, as it were, our faces from him : ho 
was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he 
has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows ; yet wo 
did esteeoL him smitten of God, and afflicted. But he 
was wounded for our transgressions ; be was bruised for 
our iniquities ; the chastisement of our .peace was upoo 
him ; and with his stripes we are healed.** Isa. 53 : 3r-^ 

However few of my readers may be inclined to receive 
this sentiment, yet it has been the sentiment of some of 
the most learned and pious writers. I will quote but two. 

The great Joseph Mede says : '* For my part, I incline 
to think that they shall be called by vision and voice 
from heaven, as St. Paul was ; and that that place of 
Zechariah 12 : 10, ' They shall see him whom they have 
pierced,' and that of Matthew 23 : 37, ' Ye shall not see 
me henceforth, till you say, blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord,' seems to imply some such 
matter. They will never believe that Christ reiens at 
the right hand of God until they see him. It roust be 
an invincible evidence which must convert them after 
so many hundred years settled obstinacy. But this I 
speak of the body of the nation : there may be some 
praeludia of some particulars converted upon other mo-> 
tives, as a forerunner of the great and main conversion." 
Works, B. 4, Epist. 14, p. 761. See also Epist. 17, B, 
5, ch. 2. The indefatigable student of prophecy, the 
Rev^ S. Faher^ speaks thus : *^ The order of events, so 
far as I can collect them from prophecy, is this : 1. The 
chief part of the Jews will be converted. 2. They will 
be restored, apparently through the agency of some 
great maritime nation. 3. They will be attacked in 
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t^alestine, and threatened with utter exterminatitm, hf 
the antichristian faction and the unbelieving Jews. 4» 
The hitherto unbelieving Jews will look upon hinl^ whorii 
they have pierced, add be converted to the faith. 5l 
iThe now thoroughly converted Hebrew nation will 
undertake their predicted office of carrying the gospel 
to the Gentiles. 6. The house of Israel will be gathered 
and brought back by the converted Gentiles, s6 thaii 
henceforth they wilt form one nation with the house of 
ludah.* PrelitH. StatemefU, § 11, 25-108. 

Some eminent divines are of opinion that the Apostle^ 
Paul considered his conversion typical of the conversion 
of the Jews as a nation, because he said : *' Howbeit 
for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesuft 
Christ might show forth all long suffering, for a pattern 
to them which should hereafter believe on him to lif^, 
everlasting." 1 Tim. 1:16. 

His miracidons conversion, his great distress for thre^ 
days and three nights, his superior knowledge and un- 
derstandmg ii^ the mysteries of the gospel, his uninter- 
rupted peace and joy in believing, his unparalleled zeal 
and self-denial for the honour of the Redeemer, and his. 
unwearied labours and astonishing success in preaching; 
among the Gentiles ; in all these particulars they con-^ 
aider him a pattern or type of the future conversion of 
the Jews as a nation. 

V. We proceed to show that the Jews, after their 
eonversion, will be the honoured bstruments in pro- 
moting the conversion of the heathen nations. 

«• Whatever partial success,** says Mr. Faber, " majr 
attend missionary exertions in regard to individued 
P&gans or Mohamedans, the Gentiles will never be 
converted nationally ^ and upon a large scale, until the 
lews shall have been first converted ; and the ground; 

2a» 
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of this yeiy important position is, that ths cooTertecE 
Jews are destined, in the unsearchable wisdom of God, 
to.be the sole finallysoccessful missionaries to the Gen- 
tile world." Sermon before the Jewish Society^ London^ 
1828. This opinion is confirmed by many passages of 
Scripture, both in figuratiye and plain language. Zecha- 
riah teaches us that in the day when the Jews shall 
be restored to their own land, and shall be delivered from 
their congregated enemies, *' living waters shall go out 
of Jerusalem*" And in the parallel passages of Ezekiel 
and Joel, which similarly treat of Judah's restoration in 
the last ages, these same living waters are said to flow 
« out of the Temple." Zech. 14:8. Ezek. 47 : 1-12. 
Joel 3 : 18. " It is hard to say," Mr. Faber observeai 
<* what can be intended by the eflux of living waters 
from Jerusalem or from the Temple during the period 
which immediately follows the restoration of the Jews, 
unless it be the communication of the gospel to the 
great body of the now unbelieving Gentiles, by the 
ancient people of God, immediately after their own con- 
Torsion." Ibid. *' These waters," says Archbishop 
Newcome, " beautifully represent the gradual progress 
of the gospel. The passage refers to the wide eflfusion 
of divine knowledge from Jerusalem when restored. 
By living waters^ there is good reason to believe, are 
meant the gifts and graces of the gospel dispensation. 
That these benefits will diflUse more extensively by the 
restoration of the Jews, is not obscurely intimated in 
Rom. 11: 15." 

. Now, what these three prophets teach va figuratively y 
others teach us plainly, literally; and unequivocally. 
Isaiah tells us that, " when in the last days the house of 
the Lord shall be established in the top of the moun- 
tains^ all nations shall flow unto it ; and many people 
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shall go and say, come ye, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, 
and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in 
his path ; for out of Ziou shall go forth the law, and the 
Word of the Lord from Jerusalem. Ch. 2 : 1-3. To 
prevent this prophecy from being spiritualized, as the 
fashion is, viz., that the present Gentile Christian church 
is spoken of, Isaiah is careful to tell us that the word • 
which he saw concerned ** Judah and Jerusalem." 

Again, let us listen to the testimony of .Tehovah: 
" Ari^e, shine,. for thy light is come, and the glory of the 
Lord is risen upon thee. For behold, darkness shall 
cover the earth, and gross darkness the people : but the 
Lord shall arise upon thee, and his gloFy shall be seen 
upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, 
and kings to the brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine 
eyes round about, and see : all they gather themselves 
together, they come to thee : thy sons shall come from 
afar, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side. Then 
thou shalt see, and flow together, and thy heart shall 
fear, and be enlarged : because the abundance of the sea 
shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles 
shall come unto thee." Isa. 60 : 1-^3. Let any one 
attentively read this whole chapter, and he, I think, 
cannot but be satisfied that the converted Jews are 
described as the appointed instruments of conveying the 
light of Christianity to the Gentiles. The Prophet 
Micah informs us '*• that the remnant of Jacob shall be 
in the midst of many people, as the dew from the Lord, 
as the showers upon the grass." Micah 5 : 7. Areh- 
bishop Newcome well remarks : " The Jews contributed 
to spread the knowledge of the one true God during 
their captivity in Babylon ; the gospel was preached by 
them when the Messiah appeared ; and it shall again 
be propagated by their future glorious restoration." 
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8wA being ihei remarkable office of the hoiure of 
Israel in all. aipea^ we need not wonder to find theni 
alyled by the Prophet Hoeea the Je»reel, i. e.^ the stei cf 
God / '* yet the nutnber of the children ef Israel shall be 
as the sand of the sea, whieh cannot be measnred nor 
numbered : and it shall come to pass that in the place 
where it was said nnto them, ye are not my people, 
ihere it shall be said unto them, ye are the sons of the 
living Ood. Then shall the children of Jodah and tbd 
childven -of Israel be gathered together, and appmnt 
theniselres one head, and they shaH come up out of the 
land : Ux great shall be the day of Jezreel.'* Hosea 1 : 
10, 11 . Why is Uiis skigular title bestowed upon Go&% 
ancient people ? " Great and happy shall be tho day,^ 
says Bishop Horsley, "upon the holy seed of both 
branches of the natural Israel ; they shall be publicly 
ackiiowlodged of their God, united under one bead, 
their King Messiah, and restored to the possession of the 
promised land, and to a situation of high pre-eminence 
among the kingdoms of the earth. The myriads of the 
aaeural Israel eonrerted by the preaching of the apos* 
ties, were the first seed of the universal church ; and 
there is reason to believe that the restoration of the 
converted Jews- will be the occasion and means of a 
prodigions influx of new converts from the Gentiles in 
the latter ^ges. Thus the Jezreel of the natural Israel 
from the first have been, and to the last will prove, a 
aeed sown of God for himself in the earth." Hordgy 
on Hosea i : 11 ; 2: 23, 

We refer but once more to the Old Testament for the 
confirmation of our sentiment : '* Thus says the Lord of 
Hosts : It shall yet come to pass that there shall come 
people, and the inhaMtants of many .cities ; and the 
inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, let 
us go up speedily ta pray before the Lord,, and id seek 
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the Lord of Hosts ; I mSl go also. Yea, many people 
and strong nations shall come and seek the Lord of 
Hosts at Jerusalem, and to pray before the Lord. Thus 
says the Lord of Hosts : In those days it shall come to 
pass that ten men shall take hold, out of all languages 
of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of hira 
that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you, for we 
have heard that God is with you." Zech. 8 : 20-23. 

" This passage," says Archbishop Newcofne^ *' refers 
to the great accession of converts which the Jewish 
church received between the captivity and the coming 
of Christ, to the number of disciples which the Jewish 
preachers made, and to the future conversions, of which 
the restoration of the Jews will be an eminent cause." 
On Zech. 8 : 23. 

Let us now listen to the opinion of the Apostle Paul 
on this subject : " God hath not cast away his people 
which he foreknew. I say, then, have they stumbled, that 
they should fall ? God forbid ! but rather through their 
fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke 
them to jealousy. Now, if the fall of them be the riches 
of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of 
the Gentiles, how much more their fulness ? for if the 
casting away .of them be the reconciling of the world, 
what shall the receiving of them be but life from the 
deadr Rom. 11: 2, 11, 12, 15. 

It is evident from this passage that the converted 
Jews will be the grand instrument of the universal and 
final conversion of the Gentiles : besides, on any other 
principle of exposition, it is difficult to understand the 
drift, and to perceive the cogency, of the apostle's argu- 
ment ; for he reasons thus : 

If the fall of the Jews be the riches of the Gentiles, 
because in the first ages a Gentile church waa gathered 
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oot of tke woM to oocapy the place whicb ilie Je'wi 
cmoe h^ld, how nuch more eminently must the fulneon 
of tke Jews, when themselves eeoTeited, be the richee 
of the Gentileft ? for if the CMtiog away of the Jews bo 
Ihe reconciling of those Gentiles only who received ih^ 
&idi of Christ, what will be the receiving of the eo^ 
verted Jewflf into the Chrietian church but life from the 
dead to those Gentiles who as yet have remained in aa 
unconverted state ? Now, unless we suppose this to be 
die argument of the apoelle, we shall find it no easy 
matter to comprehend the drift and object of his reason- 
ing. The conversion of the Jews is described as beio^ 
ihuch more eminently beneficial to the. great coliectivQ 
body of the Gentiles, than the conversion of those 
Gentiles who in tbe apostolic age had ei(nbraced Chris- 
tianity ; i. e., the Gentiles collectively are represented 
as being much more benefited by the yet future eonver^ 
aion of the Jews, than they were by that partial con* 
yersion of certain members only of their own body 
which has hitherto taken place. ^ 

A great , benefit, nd doubt, was conferred upon the 
Gentiles, even by a partial admission of them into the 
ehurch ; for St. Paul styles this the riches of the Gen- 
tiles and the reconciling of the world ; but, then, he con^ 
tends that an infinitely greater benefit, a benefit which 
he celebrates as " life, from tbe dead/' will be conferred 
iipofi them by the receiving of the Jews. Yet how can 
this be possible on. any other ground than that the oon« 
rerted Jews are destined to convert the mighty nmititnda 
of tbe yet unconverted Gentiles t How, on any oiheif 
interpreUtion, will ^e apostle's argument, plainly aft 
argument from the less to the greater, stand good ? Lei 
lis thus understand St. Paul, and the whole wiQ be clear 
and Imninoas, and strictly condnsive ; but if we sup^^ 
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|)08e bim to ra^an soflMthing el&e tbaii the futwe oon«» 
version ef the Gentile world by tbe previously converted 
Jews, we sball find ourselves obliged to view him aa 
making tbe strangely incongruoiisly assertion, that,bow^ 
ever great a benefit to tbe Gentiles was their own cos* 
version in the af^ostolic age, yet the naked and isolated 
conversion of the Jews, with which they had no special 
concern beyond the mere general satisfaction springing 
from tbe simple philanthropic good wiU, must needs be 
an infinitely greater benefit to the whole collective mass 
of the Gentiles. Who, I may ask, does not at once 
perceive tbe incongruity of such an assertion ? The 
Gentiles may doubtless rejoice, even abstractedly and dis** 
Interestedly, at the bare circumstance of the conversion 
of the Jews ; that is to say, they may rejoice at it even 
on the supposition that the benefit of their conversion 
began and ended with themselves ; but it is not in 
hunoan nature, nay, it is contrary to plain eommon sense^ 
that they should be so marvellously and so outrageously 
disinterested as to deem the conversion of the Jews a 
Hioch greater benefit to them than their own conversion. 

Thus necessarily is it to the conclusiveness of St* 
Paul's argument, that he should be understood aa reason- 
ing from the anciently predicted circumstance of th^ 
conversion of the Gentiles by the previous^ converted 
Jews* 

That the reader may not think that love and attachx* 
ment to my dear Jewish brethren has led me to form the 
<^nion that they will be the happy inetmsaents inthe c«H 
of the Gentile nations, I have purposeily confinned the 
sentiment by ^^uotations from other writers. Nor let Qm 
reader suppose for a moment that I am an opponent ta 

* See F«ber*s " eonnected vtewof the prophtcies relative to the 
mttocatifii of Jidah a&d lenei.** Pkepb. 17, 87, 34» 88, 39, 4a 



Digitized by 



Google 



270 XSSATS ON BAPTISM. 

efforts made by any society to promote tlie cotiversion of 
the Gentiles. God forbid ! I h&ve ever been the tried 
friend and advocate of missionary efforts, and most sia« 
cerely wish that the number of dear missionaries may 
be multiplied a hundredfold. For, although the convert 
sion of the world may not take place till after the Jews 
are converted, yet much good has been done by mission- 
aries during the last forty years, and much greater things 
will yet be accomplished. Surely no one who is ac- 
quainted with the missionary proceedings of the present 
century, will suppose for a moment that the late vene- 
rable Df. Bogue, the father of the London Missionary 
Society, was an opponent to missionary efforts, and yet 
he also considered the conversion of the Jews as a most 
effectual means of converting the4ieathen world. Hear 
his own words : *' The Gentile Christian church will, 
by their means, (the Jews,) be comforted, revived, and 
animated to glorify God and promote the cause of Christ, 
while the Mohamedan and Pagan nations will feel the 
happy effects of their active zeal, and by their labours 
be brought, in vast multitudes, to^e knowledge of the 
truth as it is in Jesus. 

" The language of the prophetic Scripture concerning 
them fully confirms this assertion. Rom. 11 : 12, 15. 
Zech. 8 : 23. Not to multiply quotations, may we not 
plainly gather from these two that, as the Jews who 
were converted by our Lord's ministry, and commission- 
ed by him to preach the gospel to the Gentiles^ were tho 
grand instruments in planting the Christian church in the 
world, and of founding the kingdom of the Redeemer 
among the nations, so in the latter days the Jews, when 
converted by the Gentile believers, will be active, zea- 
lous, and successful preachers of the gospel, and in a 
very eminent degree contribute their aid in bringing all 



Digitized by 



Google 



ESSAY VII.] THE BAPTIST CHURCff. 877 

the Mohamedans and Pagan nations into subjection to 
Jesus Christ ? Every friend of missions, then, must be 
deeply convinced that, m seeking the 'Salvation of the 
Jews, we are promoting the conversion of the heatheif) 
and are enlisting fellow^abourers to assist us in the 
work. 

" Their dispersion in almost every coimtry, and theit 
knowledge of almost every language, gives them peeu^ 
liar advantages for missionary exertions $ and, I doubt 
not, it is designed by Providence for that end. Nothing 
is wanting but their conversion, of which prophecy has 
assured us. Let every heart, then, be united to bring 
to pass that great and blessed change." Sermon before 
the Missionary Society, London, 1806. 

I proceed now to observe. 

Lastly. VI. That, after the conversion of the Jeii9is> 
the church of Christ will be again a Baptist church. 

At present the Jews in their dispersed state, know* 
ing generally but little of the disputed points and diffe*> 
rent creeds of the numerous^ sects among Christians^ 
naturally embrace the religious sentiments of those mis* 
sionaries under whcTse instructions they were led to 
renounce Judaism. Hence the 3000 Jews who have 
made a public profession of faith in Christ during the 
last forty years, and the thirty-four of them Who preach 
in Europe, are all Pedobaptists, because their teachers 
are such. But I hope the time is not far off when the 
Baptistdenomination will have their missionaries among 
the Jews, both in this country and abroad ; and I doubt 
not their converts unto God and his Christ will be Bap« 
tists in sentiment and practice. 

One thing, however, is sure, that when the nation is 
converted they will all be Baptists : for then the Lord 
Jesus Christ himself will be their teacher. He will then 
24 
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ie with tkem and abide among them, as he did with his 
. apostlea of old. He will then, explain the meaning of 
hia own commiaskm, both as it respects the mode and 
ihe subjects of the sacred ordinance of baptism. 

During the interesting dialogue of our blessed Lord 
with the woman of Samaria, she said : ** I know that 
Messiah cometh, which is called Christ ; when he is 
come he will tell us all things.'- John 4 : 25. What 
did the woman mean when she said, " He will tell us 
all things?" and whence did she obtain that know- 
ledge ? She had learned it from the Jews ; for it has 
been an ancient ctistom among the Jews, and still is, 
that, when two Rabbins dispute with each other on any 
religious subject, and cannot agree, they say, " Let it 
rest till Messiah comes, and he will decide it." Hence 
the woman, >)eing convinced that he was the Messiah, 
because he' had told her " all that ever she did/' she 
put to him, for his decision, the question which had long 
been a subject of controversy between h^r people and, 
the Jews, about the proper place of worship. Now, the 
woman confounded the first and second advent of ChriM. 
At his first coming he did reveal the whole counsel of 
God, but the truth revealed has been awfully corrupted 
and darkened by men's wisdom : hence the watchmen 
do not yet see eye to eye. Alas ! how diverse and how 
numerous are the opinions of miaisters and people on . 
every subject of religion : but at the second advent of 
Christ, when he shall appear personally, as he ascend- 
ed up on high, and reign upon the earth for a thousand 
years, ** He will tell us all things." He will then decide 
and settle for ever all disputes. ** He will tell us all 
things," says Maiihew Henry, and I firmly believe it, 
*< relating to the service of God, which it is needful for 
us to know ; will tell us that which will supply our de- 
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facts, rectify oar mistakes, and put an end to out dispolevr 
He will teil us the mind of God fully and clearly, and 
keep back nothing.** Yes, all sects and denominations 
will then be swallowed up in one. As it was said of 
the church ,when first commenced, " and the multitude 
of Uiem that beliered were of one heart and of one 
soul," Acts 4 : 33, so shidl it be again in the latter 
days, as it is written, " The Lord diaU be Kiog over att 
the earth ; in that day shall there be one Lord, and his 
name one,*' Zech. 14 : 9, add the declaration of the 
apostle will be exemplified, " One Lord, one faith,' one 
baptism." Then will it be universally acknowledged 
that ** the church of Christ is a Baptist church." Lord, 
hasten it, for thy name's sake. 

Now unto God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost, the one Jehovah, be all honour and 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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PETITIONS 
. Referred to in Essay VIL, p. 265. 

At a public me^tii^g held in Carlow, February 22d, 
1841 , to ' consider the necessity for making a rigorous 
»nd united effort at the present crisis, in order to " urge 
on our rulers to use all the means now in their power 
to secure perfect protection to the Jews in Palestine, 
ftnd to obtain civil and religious liberty for the country," 
the honourable and very reverend, the Dean of Leigh- 
lin, presided, and the following resolutions were una- 
Biraously. passed : 

1. That, the Almighty God having delivered the land 
of Palestine from the power of the Egyptians, chiefly 
by British arms, we consider her majesty's government 
should now exert its commanding influence to preserve 
the Jews from cruel oppressions, to which they have 
for ages been exposed in the land of their fathers. 

2.. That, as Great Britain formerly shared the crime 
of oiher Gentile nations, of cruelly oppressing the unre- 
sisting Jews during that period of their exclusion from 
their own country, it is peculiarly called upon to mani«> 
fest repentance for this heinous offence, by taking ad- 
vantage of the present favourable opportunity of doing 
them good for all the evils previously inflicted. 

3. That, as it is the <ikcree of heaven that the Jews 
shall return to their own land, and that the Gentile 
nations^shall be instrumental in their restoration, we 
deem it the duty of her majesty's government to afford 
•very facility for the accomplishment of this desirable 
object. 
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4> That we consider it the datf of governiDent to* 
use every means in their power to protect the ancient 
people of God, and to restore them to the land of their 
fathers ; we deem it to be the no less sacred duty of 
British Christians to urge them on to this most honour* 
able work, and to encourage in its performance by con* 
▼eying to them the expressions of their feelings and 
convictions on the subject ^ and we, therefore, resolve 
to transmit the following memorial to Lord Falmeratoa^ 
her majesty's secretary {at Foreign^ Affairs, as cob* 
taining the expression of our sentiments : 

MEMORIAL 

To the Right Honourable Lord Pahnerston, her Majesty* s 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs : the humble Memorial 
of the undersigned^ inhabitants of Carlow and it4 
vicinity. 

Your memorialists take the liberty of presenting the 
following statement to your Lordship, in tonsequence of 
the success which the Almighty has lately been pleased 
to grant to her majesty's arms in Syria, and the peculiar 
position in which he has placed the British government 
with rei^ect to the Jews ; and they fed the more en- 
couraged to do it, from the deep interest which your 
Lordship has already shown in the wdfare of that 
people. 

Your Lordship must be fully i^ware of the unparalleled 
sufferings, which the Jews have for ages endured in the 
land of their fathers ; as that land has recently, in the 
providence of God, been thrown in some degree under 
the British power, your memorialists earnestly entreat 
that her majesty^ government may employ their pre* 
•ent commanding influence to shield the unresisting 
2A* 
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Jews from fsrtber peraecution, and to ensure fer them 
eomplete proteetion. 

Your memorifllists feel much confidence in pressing 
vpon your Lordship's attention the d'aims of this much 
injured people ; from whom could they better expect a 
prompt and vigorous attention to these claims than 
from a government which has already exerted itself so 
■obly in the cause of humanity, and set an example 
worthy of the imitation of the world, in abolishing 
slavery and- extending protection to the oppressed ? 

Your memorialists beg leave farther to remind your 
Lordship that the land of Palestine was bestowed by 
the Sovereign of the universe upon the descendants of 
Abraham, as a permanent and inalienable possession, 
nearly 4000 years ago, and that neither conquests nor 
treaties among men can possibly effect their title of it. 
He has also decided that they shall again return to their 
country, and that-the Gentiles shall be employed as the 
means of their restoration : " For thus saith the Lord 
God : Behold,. I will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, 
and set my standard to the people, and they shall bring 
thy sons in their arms, and thy daughters shall be car- 
xied upon their, shoulders ; and the kings shall be thy 
nursing fathers and their queens th^ nursing mothers." 
Isaiah 49. 

Happy shall those be who shall be employed in ac- 
complishing God's purposes of mercy to his ancient 
people, for " they shall prosper who love Zion." The 
honour and happiness to be thus obtained appear to be 
now within our reach, and to be offered for our accep- 
tance. It is foretold also that the ships of Tarshish 
shall be employed in conducting the lost tribes of Israel 
to their home ; and who are more likely to be employed 
in this serviis^eiOr could more easily accomplish it, than 
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tbe nation wIiosb fleets hare been long engaged in pro- 
tecting and snccouring the wretched, wkick have access 
to countries where Jews are to be found. That the 
promises of Jehovah shall be accomplished by some 
Gentile nation is absolutely certain, and everything 
seems to indicate their speedy fulfllment ; and it remains 
now to be seen whether her majesty's government is 
to be tbe choseii instrument in accomplishing this 
blessed work, (as Cyrus, the great King of Persia, was 
in ancient time,) or whether the honour and conse- 
quent prosperity are to be conferred upon somd other 
maritine power. 

Your memorialists cannot conclude without reminding 
your Lordship that our own fate, as a nation, depends 
on the manner in which we treat the Jews ; for the 
irreversible decree of heaven is, " The nation or king- 
dom that will not serve Israel, shall perish, yea, those 
nations shall be utterly wasted." Your memorialists^ 
therefore, pray your Lordship to adopt such measures 
as may appear jo you best to secure full protection to 
the Jews in their own country ; also to grant them 
assistance in gaining possession of their own land, 
either by purchase or otherwise, and to afford facilities 
to all who may be disposed to return to their inheritance. 
And your memorialists will ever pray, &c. 

This memorial was readily and cfaeerfuHy signed by 
almost every Protestant to whom it was presented. 
Many Roman Catholics also, both clergy and laity, 
freely affixed their signatures. The following reply 
has been received, addressed to the honourable and 
very reverend, the Dean of Leighlin : 

Foreign Office, March 8th, 1841. 
Sui ;. I am. directed by Yiscouni Palmerston to request 
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that yon will acqaaiDt the parties retidaiit at Catfow and 
ita vieinity, who aigiied the BMfmorial tranamitted io his 
lordship from Carlow oa the twenty-fint of laat moathy 
praying for the interrentioa of her imijeety's gorernment 
in favour of the Jewa who may be settled in Palestiae, 
or who may desire to return there, that his lordship 
has duly received their memorial^ and desires to assure 
them that the interesting subject to which it relates has 
not escaped the attention of her majesty's gOTemment, 
who hare made, and still are making, endeavours whidi 
they trust will not be altogether without success, to 
obtain for such Jews as may wish to settle in Palestine, 
fdl security of their persons and jHoperty. 

I am, sir. 
Your most obedient and humble servant, 

(Signed,) J. Backhouse. 
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V 

"TEffi LIBERATION OF JERUSALEM AND JUDEA" 

Was addressed to the Members of the House of Peers, 
by the Rev Thomas PoweU, Curate of the Tintem, 
London, 1834. 

May it, please your Lordships, 

The very idea of the " Liberation of Jerusalem," as a 
matter for serious consideration, might naturally, L con*, 
fess, almost raise a suspicion of the soundness of his 
inlellect who should advocate it ; for it seems to have 
^ had its existence only among the visions of crusaders, 
poets, and minstrels. The consistency, however, or 
inconsistency of most public measures, depends, in a 
great measure, upon the aptitude of the public mind to 
onlertain them ; and what in one age would be esteemed 
folly, .becomes rational in another^ what in one age 
was absurd, becomes appropriate in another ; what was 
visionary in an age of ignorance, becomes tangible in 
an age of intellect. 

Although I admire the chivalry of the crusaders, I 
can smile, as well as others, at their enthusiasm ; and 
in the present feeble attempt to plead the cause of that 
long oppressed city which is rendered dear to every 
Christian mind by the highest claims, the tenderest ties, 
the most glorious eiroumstances, I entirely disavow 
all mutuality of feeling with the fanaticism of Peter the 
Hermit, the poetry of Tasso, or the painting of Guido 
and Tintoretto. I desire to state a plain case, and, if 
possible, to awaken on behalf of the ** City of our God " 
the sympathy of a nation chat has long been peouliar for 
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its readf participationy eiiher in the squabbles or the 
sufferings of others. 

If there is any one iking which more than all others 
can give one country a claim to the sympathy of another, 
be it what it may, Jerusalem and Judea possess it; but 
add aUsuch things together as may establish that claim, 
and Judea and Jerusalem possess them alL 

Is England the admiration of old nations, and the ex« 
ample of new ones, in her civil and legal Constitution ? 
How has that Constitution been consummated I By the 
gradual influence of that religion which first sprung up 
in Judea, and which England receired from thence. Is 
England exalted among nations for that high sjrstem of 
morality which pervades her national habits ! Is Eng- 
land happy within herself in the possession of those 
domestic qualities which characterize her families? 
Whence did she derive the influence that brought both 
these into being? From that religion which first 
sprung up in Judea, and which she derived from thenee. 

What, my Lords, is it that at this moment upholds 
England in her greatness, her glory, her freedom? 
Her religion ! a religion whose infancy was cradled in 
Judea on the laws and the prophets, and whose vigour 
was matured at Jerusalem by the gospel. 

We talk of the laws of Rome, of the governments of 
Greece, of the ethics, the moral systems, the legal codes 
of the ancients, and think Plato, Solon, Numa, and Ly- 
eurgns little less than divine-heated on the^ summits 
of antiquity, so high that we can scarce discern them« 
we look up toward them with wonder and awe. 

What then ! are the Laws ofMosss so barbarous, are 
they of such modem institution, that on the score both 
of foisdam and of age they are valueless f Far their age 
•—when were a great and polished nation governed by 
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them ? Wbeii all the nations of Europe ** ran wild in 
woods," like noble sarages ; when the now ancient 
nations of Asda had Scarcely ei»er|[ed from barbarity ; 
when in Egypt alone there existed a few that could read. 
Yet in an age so remote Judea had a government so 
simple, so judicious, so dignified, that it even yet com* 
mands the respect of the wisest. 
- For their iMcfom / A people divided into tribes, form- 
ing, nevertheless, one family ; each tribe being its own 
counsellor, to decide upon its own interests ^ a senate 
composed of the elders of the tribes, and elected in Uieir 
own assemblies, to discuss, in the name of the nation, 
the general interests ; an elective influence, in which all 
shared, from the lowest of the people up to the highest ; 
an exclusive priesthood sanctified for the office, and 
provided for by the nation ; a- civil and criminal juris* 
prudence, written and explicit, which had simple justice 
for its object, and God for its author ; a code of morals, 
the purity and vigour of which convict the codes of 
heathen moralists of vice and laxity ; a. religious ritual, 
that embraced all the duties of man toward God, of man 
to his fellow, and of man to himself. For four hundred 
years the government of Judea was the model of a re- 
public. The worhip of the true God was its religion, 
the law its ruler, and all the peofde its army« Well 
might the great Jewish Legislator exclaim, when he 
contemplated *^ the working of bis system :" ^' What na« 
tion is there so great who hath God so nigh unto them 
as the Lord our God is in all things to ns ; and what 
nation is there so. great that hath statues and judgmente 
so righteous as all this our law ?" 

The taste of nations^ however, as of individuals, 
changes, and ** Israel desired a king." The republic be« 
came a monarchy ; and in the history of its sovereigns we 
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read of many who reigned with glory to themselves and 
with Messing to the people. The name, even nom the moat 
celel«aied and revered in the east, is that of a Jewish 
king. 

It is irae that,hoth cinder Uie repnUic and the monarchy, 
the laws, moral and civil, were grossly transgressed ; 
bat that transgression is derogatory only to the trans- 
gressor, not to the laws ; for Moses vindicated them in 
anticipation, by pronouncing a curse against him who 
should be guilty of an infraction of their smallest ordi- 
nance. 

From David to Zedekiah, Judea, as a monarchy, 
possessed as much glory as any nation since can boast ; 
and she exhibits in that period not more shame, misfor- 
tune, and. vicissitude than has fallen to the lot of all 
other nations in the lapse of a thousand years. 

Classic pilgrims haunt, the shores of ancient Greece, 
and put oflf their sandals when they approach her vene* 
rated piles. They wander amid her marble ruins, and 
hold, in fancy, converse with her sages. They dig be- 
neath the accumulated dust of ages, to find some defaced 
figure for which to fancy a meaning and guess an anti- 
quity. They measure the roofs of her domes and pace 
the porticos of her temples, and are struck dumb at these 
evidences of the " glory and grandeur of Greece." And 
where was Greece when Jerusalem was glorious ? and 
u^re her grandeur when Judea was great ? The seed 
of her being was yet only in the loins of Time ; futurity 
alone had cognisance of her coming existence. 

Jerusalem was " the joy of the whole earth," — " beau- 
tiful for situation," *' glorious to behold," — when yet the 
marble of Athens, of Corinth, and of Rome was imhewn 
from the rock. 

And what claim has Room over Jerusalem ? Thai 
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a thing of yesterday, compared to this. Who built tho 
glorious temple, a building that never was, and perhaps 
never will be, surpassed ? Who gave to Pharaoh's 
daughter a palace, whose walls were costly stones^ 
whose roof was gold, and whose beams were cedar t 
Who laid the foundation of the city walls deep in her 
everlasting hill»? Who " gathered chariots and horse- 
men, and had a thousand and four hundred chariots and 
twelve thousand horsemen^ a-ind made silver to be ia 
Jerusalem as stones, and cedars to be as the sycamores 
that are in the vale for abundance ?" Solomon ! And 
who found Rome brick ? Trq^cm ! Jerusalem had 
lived twice in glory ^ere scarcely Rome was bom. 

But it is not ojdy in anterior glory, or antiquity, that 
Jerusalem claims our reverence and admiration ; it is in 
everything that can exalt one nation above another^ 
Rome, founded by robbers, murderers, and a fratri* 
cide ; the seat of gross idolatry ; devoted to vices that 
shame -the very name of nature ; nurtured by. rapine ; 
governed by laws that could call murder virtue ; hallow 
the cackling g( geese, and punish the frailty of women 
"^ with flames. Jerusalem, founded by the chosen people 
of God, the seat, the qnly seat then^ of the true worship 
of the true God ; devoted to His service, and for the pre-* 
servation of His name upon earth ; nurtured by divina 
love and governed by divine laws. Yet, withall, we 
weep over the fallen fortunes of Greece ! we flock foe 
excitement to the ^ins of Rome, and leave unheeded 
the Holy City in her desolation— in bondage to barba- 
rians, degraded, unpitied, unaided. 

But if the city and the country have some claim to our 

reverence, sympathy, and honour for what they have 

been, have ihe people no such claim for what they have 

been and are ? Their ancient city, after a bondage of 

26 
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eighteen hundred years, is yet called the Saered City, 
even by its oppresMnrs. Their country is yet eall«d th« 
*^ Holy Land," eren by those who dishallofr its soli. 
Their national records are in all the Hbnuries of ciyilized 
Europe. Their name is known in every quarter of the 
globe, and nations stand staring aiid looking upon 
them,'' 

Vanquished by the Aesyrians, and dispersed through 
their vast dominions, when, by industry an'd patience, 
they had made themselyes rich and powerful, they twice 
quitted their establishments, their riches, their ease, and 
returned to inhabit the ruins of Jerusalem. If love of 
eountTy be the first of moral virtues, who ever e:Lce\\ed 
the Jews in this virtue ? We make the love of country 
of the Swiss proverbial, but long 'ere Helvetia's snows 
were trodden by the foot of an oppressor, the Jews had 
wept in captivity "at thy remembrance, O Zion." 

What nation can cite an epoch in its own history 
more glorious than that of Nehennah and £sdras ? who, 
gathering their countrymen from the wide«spread regions 
of the east, with the sword in one hand and the ^owel 
in the other, in spite of opposing nations, rebuih the 
ramparts of their beloved city and restored the altars of 
llieir God. From the days of Nehemiah to the days of 
Titus they ceased not- to combat few their cojmtry's li- 
berty, and to avenge h€r wrongs ^ and I question if among 
the heroes of Greece and Rome can be found any more 
patriotic or perfect than were the Maccabees. 

This, however, is only a small portion of the history 
of this mysterious people. Call to mind, my Lords, 
their sufferings, received at the hands of «ll other reli- 
gions : cruelties, the perusal of which astound ^e pre- 
sent mii^d. 

Polished Rome, with heathen bigotry, began the game 
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of inhuoianity ; Christianity caught up the instruments 
of torture as they fell from the bloody hands of expiring 
Rome ; Mahometans merged their hatred of the '* Chris- 
tian dogs," and joined them in worrying this devoted 
people. Barbarian kings, that built their thrones upoa 
the ruined empire^ made it a point of religion to shed the 
blood of Jews ; whatever regions the cross of the crusa- 
ders-passed through, a stream of Jewish blood followed 
it. Kings, popes, sultans, magistrates, saints, fanatics, 
all under some malicious pretext, confiscated their goods, 
seized their wealth, imprisoned their persons, and wish- 
ed for the extermination of their race. They were 
looked upon by princes biit in two respects, either as 
their perpetual victim or perpetual jest. Priests cursed 
them, governments excommunicated them, and .mobs 
thought it mirth to spit upon a " Jewish garberdine." 

Yet, amid accumulated persecutions, allurements, 
and snf|res,i they have never for an hour forsworn their 
name, their nation, their customs, or their faith ; and 
does such a devoted constancy, of two thousand years en- 
during, awake no sympathy, call forth no pity for their 
•ufTerings? 

Yes, my Lords, this wonderful people are a living re- 
futation of infidelity — an irrefutable evidence of the trut]^ 
of Christianity ; and they may one day be a flaming fire 
to scorch the hands of their oppressors, for *' all they 
that devour thee shall be devoured ; and all thy adver- 
saries, every one of them, shall go into captivity ; and 
they that spoil thee shall be a spoil ! and they that prey 
upon thee will I give for a prey." 

It is not mine to inquire why ^< Jerusalem is become, 
as it were, a heap of stones ;" why ^*'Xh» glorious beauty 
of £phraim is as a fading flower ;" why the hills o( Ju- 
dea are the haunts of desolation, the valleys scorched 
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with 'misery, the people wandering outcasts : other 
nations have sinned without being scourged' so deeply. 
1 dare not judge between the vinedresser and his vine- 
yard ; I bow before his searching question, *• What could 
have been done mere to my vineyard that I have not 
done in it ? Wherefore, when I looked Ihat it shonhl 
bring forth grapes, brought it forth wM grapes ?'* 
And awfully has this hapless vineyard paid the penalty 
of her barrenness ; "^ hervhedge has been removed, her 
wall broken down,, herself laid waste, her towers thrown 
down, briers and thorns have sprung up, and the clouds 
have been commanded that they rain no rain upon her.** 

But if ever fallen grandeur claimed our commiseration, 
Jerusalem has strong claims ; if ever a fertile land, left 
desolate and cursed^ could draw forth pity, they who . 
read Judea's history must weep ; if ever an unhappy 
people, that have fallen into degradation, fh>m being in 
favour with God and man, could excite our sympathy, 
the Jews i^re indeed entitled to share it« 

My present object, my Lords, is, to draw your atten- 
tion, as the most august and enlightened legislative body 
in the world, to the present humiliated state of a city and 
country which have every claim to England's pity and 
aid ; and I do say that her indifference toward them is 
ft stigma upon her humanity, her courage, and her cha- 
racter. 

A few years ago England sent ar large naval force to 
bo«bard the strong bold of a Mahometan Dey, because 
be had carried on a; aystem of piracy against the com- 
merce of other countries, and retained in chains some 
score of suspicious Christians. This force did bombard 
Algiers, threw down the power of the Dey, opened his 
dungeons, and set free the captives. The nation rang' 
with shouts of self-copgfatukai<Mi at their own chivaky 
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and humanity ; and yet Jfirusahm is left groaning be- 
neath the. power of Mahometan tyranny ; the lives and 
liberties of long-tried Christans are left a prey to its 
caprice and plunder ; Jews, Copts, and Armenians are 
imprisoned to gratify its avarice, or kicked to tickle its 
fancy ; and an Englishman can scarcely, without hazard* 
ing his life, certainly not without hazarding his property, 
enter within the walls of that city, which possesses his 
love, wonder, and reverence. What right has a Ma- 
hometan tyrant to impede or endanger the entrance of a 
Christian and British subject into. a city of which all 
Europe should have the privilege of being free citizens ? 
There is no one argument which can bie adduced to en- 
hance the merit of our armament against Algiers, which 
would not have a tenfold weight with regard to Jerusa- 
lem. 

A few years ago Greece, that, like an Asiatic lion, 
had long been held in awe under the iron rod of her op- 
pressor, no longer able to endure the tyranny, rose up 
and shoi^ her mane. England no sooner saw her in 
the posture of defiance than she sent forth a shout to 
cheer her. The sympathy of England was soon moved 
toward herv In the first instance this sympathy was 
abominably selfish, for it was soon discovered that 
Greece might want a loan. Greece did want a loan, 
and then it was discovered that the Greeks were brave, 
noble, and patriotic — the descendants of Marathon and 
Thermopyls ; but, above all, that Greek bonds might 
be bought low, and, by management, be sold high. 
Prospectuses were soon issued, ^sommittees formed, and 
shares sold, untiUprivate sympathy was satisfied. In 
the course of time, however, the sympathy of the nation 
was moved, and the legislature took upon itself to free 

Greece from oppression and give her liberty. This was 
25* 



Digitized by 



Google 



294 LETTER ON THE 

done at a great national expense. The action and the 
object, however, were truly worthy of England ; bat 
what one argument is there in favour of tAi^ generosity 
and sympqtby toward Gtreec$ which may«not be adduced 
i^ith ni<N:e weight ott behalf of Judea ? and what claim 
had Greece to these feelings which oppressed hapless 
Jerusalem does not possess ? I rejoice in the successful 
interference of England on behaH* of Greece ; it was 
worthy of England to hold her shield over a fallen nation, 
and strike off the fetters that bound it. 

But, my Lords, Algiers and Greece are not the only 
instances where England has manifested an active dis« 
play of her sympathy for nations. ^ 

Upon what principle did she interfere between Hol- 
land and her revolted province ? It is said, upon the 
ground of injustice shown toward Belgium by Holland, 
that the Belgians were ill-treated, oppressed, neglected ; 
and that, as Catholics, they were aggrieved in being 
subject to Protestants. In this case we quite forsook 
eur fighting propensities, and took to writing protocols ; 
and if our interference was not very bloody, it was very 
persevering ; until, indeed, we succeeded in depriving 
an old ally of a large portion of his dominions, held by 
a far more sacred right than that of conquest, and were 
kind enough to supply the revolted province with a ruler 
of our own making. If there is any one principle of 
, prudence, justicSj humanity, or legality to justify our 
persevering interference on behalf of ^ai^'um, I am sure, 
be it what it may, that it wouM have tet^hld weight to 
justify our interference on behalf Judea^ in liberating it 
from the thraldom of Egypt and giving it freedom. . 

But look, my Lords, at recent events in Portugal. 
Some three years since a doubly expatriated prince, who 
kad, ho we veri plenty of teady money, resolved upon aa 
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attempt to relieve Portugal of its 80?ereigD, and to sub- 
stitute himself in that cafwtcity. It was suddenly dis^ 
covered that poor Portugal was the victim of tyranny ; 
that the prisons of Lisbon and Oporto were crowded 
with captives ; that the streets were flooded occasionally 
with the blodd of those murdered by royal ferocity ; and 
it was declared to be the bounden duty of every free- 
bom Englishman to lend a hand in the liberation of the 
hrave and patriotic Portuguese ; and to put down the 
power of one prince, of whose vices we had only hearsay 
information, setting up in its place the power of another, 
of whose virtues we had not even so much intelligence. 

For a long time the sympathy and aid of England 
was only private and individual, and lasted just so long 
as the *' patriotic liberator " had money to procure henee 
€trfns, ammunition^ clothing, food^ and mercenary troops. 
When this was gone, it became the duty of the generous 
friends of patriotism to shift the burden of tenderness 
from their own shoidders ta that of the nation at large, 
in the person of the government. There arose imme- 
diately loud demands for an army to be sent to Portugal. 
England did ultimately interfere, openly and avowedly, 
to '* liberate Portugal from the grasp of a tyrant, and 
restore its lawful soVweign. This professed object was 
accomplished solely by English money j English fightings 
and English diplomacy. Now, what one single principle 
of humanity, justice, or expediency is there adducible 
to justify the int^ferenoe of England on behalf of Por- 
tugal, which would not be even more powerful to justify 
her inteference on behalf (A Judea and Jerusalem ? 

It is not precedents^ my Lords, that are wanting to 
justify such a work, nor ought the probability of political 
advantages accruing therefrom to iTicite England to it ; 
mot the absence of these to deter her from it. The ques* 
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tion is, Is it her duty ? Would it he just ? Would it 
he glorious in England to interfere for the liberation of 
Jerusalem ? ^ 

If it be not ber duty, bow was it her duty to interfere 
on bebalf of Belgium, Portugal, and Greece ? 

Duty springs from yarious sources. Self-preserv(Uion 
is a duty, and on this ground England entered into z 
long and expensive war witb tbe French Republic ; 
protection of rights is a duty, and, therefore, England 
entered into a long and expensive war to maintain her 
rights to the Ameriacan colonies ; the resistance of evil 
and the cheeking of crime is a duty, and, therefore, Eng^- 
. land bombarded Algiers, and dethroned the King of Por- 
tugal ; the restoring the rights of others, when in our 
power, is a duty, and, therefore, England, at a great 
expenditure of blood and money, helped to restore to 
the Dutch rights of which they had been robbed by the 
French, and to the Belgians that of which they had 
never been robbed by the Dutch. The exercise of 
humanity is a duty, and, therefore, England, at a great 
expense, purchased the freedom of Greece. If these 
considerations of duty urged England so powerfully on 
behalf of these nations, there are manifold as strong con- 
siderations which render it her duty to interfere on be- 
half of Jerusalem and Judea. 

England thought it her duty to put a stop to the inhu- 
man trafBc in slaves ; for this purpose she entered into 
negotiations with several of the European lowers, and 
obtained from them the privilege of searching their ves- 
sels on the coast of Africa. She maintains a large naval 
force, at a great cost of money and human life, on a most 
pestiferous coast, with a view to liberate slaves tit posse, 
I do not ask why it is England's duty to do this, or war 
she thinks it her duty ; but I do ask why it is not^ or 
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WHY she does not consider that it is as much her duty 
to show her ehivalrie huniani^ toward those Coptft, 
Armentans, Christians, and Jews who are slaves in esse 
in moral, rehgioos, and political slavery, of the lowei^t 
nature, in Judea ? She thought it her duty to put an end 
to her evm traffic in slavery ; she did so ; she, went far- 
ther, she thought it her duty to attempt to put an end to 
it in other nations ; she went yet farther, for she sought 
9,nil obtained the right to do so. I only ask, what one 
principle consdtuted it her duty to do all this on hehalf 
of the wretched beings of Congo and the slave coast, 
who had no claim upon her but that of humanity, 
which does not also constitute it her duti/ to do as much 
on behalf of the wretched beings of Jerusalem and Jndea, 
who have many claims upon her besides that of hu- 
manity ? 

It may be asked if I think it the duty of England to 
engage with Quixotic, pugnacity on behalf of every op- 
ponent and ill-used nation ? And it may be said that, if 
such is her duty, she will have hex hands pretty full of 
business. I reply to this simply, that if ever it was her 
duty to exert herself on behalf of any oppressed, ill-used 
nation, it is oj fiweh her duty to exert herself on behalf 
of Judea ? 

But would it be just in England to interfere with 
Egypt on behalf of Judea ? 

The circumslances. of Greece and Judea are parallel, 
with the single exception, that the latter has not been re- 
bellious. Both once' great and mighty nations, both fall- 
en from iheir high estate, both the victims of Mahome- 
tan despotism. Rebellion is either a cvirae or 4 virtue ; 
if it was a virtue in Greece, whtt made it a crime in 
Poland ? But if it was not a crime in either, what made 
it' a crime in our American colonies^ or what would mako 
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it a crinie in Jamaica or Canada ? Some will aay thai 
Judea should strike tlie first blow for her liberty, aa 
Greece did ; but if rebellion is a criilie, the not striking 
the first blow in guilt can stnrely never disannul a claim 
upon our sympathy and justice ! 

Greece was a promce of Turkey by right of conquest ; 
so was Judea ; Greece revolted against its sovereign^ 
and that revolt is justified, on the ]^ea of tyranny and 
cruelty shown on the part of Turkey. The governor of 
some Turkish provinces revolted against its sovereign^ 
claiming independent sovereignty for himself, and then 
Judea became the property of a rebel by right of con* 
quest. Judea is held under a tyranny far worse than 
that which justified Greece in her revolt; but Greece 
had length of chain enough to seize the sword where* 
with to strike the first blow for her liberty, and England 
quickly struck the second ! Judea isso shackled that if the 
sword were in her hand she could not strikp for free- 
dom : but surely the same principle which made it just 
in England to strike the sec&nd blow for Greece would 
xoak» it just in her to strike the first for Judea. If the 
right of rebel conquest justifies the Pasha of Egypt in 
holding Judea under the hand of tyranny and in misery^ 
the right of humanity and justice, which wrought so 
powerfully on England in behalf of Greece, Belgium, 
and Portugal, would justify her in befriending Judea. 
It is the right of rebel conquest against the right of hu- 
manity, justice, and freedom ! 

I say nothing upon the sul^ect of England's right to 
interfere by force of arms ; though if the claims of hu- 
manity, if ^e eries of the oppressed, if the wrongs of the 
injured, if to protect the fallen, if to shield the weak, if 
to restore freedom to the slave, if to turn aside the cime- 
ter of wanton cruelty, if to-assert the glorious rights of 
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Hb«rty of eoneoience and freedom of person could ever 
justify an af>peal to arms, there ia eauee enough, indeed, 
for England to unsheath the sword for Judea. But there 
are more peaeejulf more bloodless vays for England to 
effect her liberation ; and I know no better way than as 
she did for Greece, Belgium, and Poilugal — by money, 
fffotooots, and threats. I defy ihe whole world, my 
Lords, to {irove that it would not be Just by these means 
to accomplish such an object 

We have adopted less praiseworthy means when we 
have thought it our interest to accomplish a purpose. We 
stole Gibraltar ; we bartered hy force for Malta ; we 
bowed ourselves into the Ionian islands. We thought 
Tippoo had no right to the Mysore country, therefore 
we tunied him out and took it ourselves. We first stole 
Cheduba, and, because the King of Burmah said we had 
BO right to it, as it was his, we beat him, made him pay 
US money for the trouble, and then sjtole more of his 
country. Once upon a time, when the Protestant sub* 
jects of the King of France were in rebellion in the Ce« 
vennes, Eki gland, " compassionating their condition, re- 
solved to supply them with all they wanted, and to send 
them arms, ammunition, and money." 

But, my Lords, would it be glorious for England to 
accomplish the liberation of Jerusalem and Judea ? If it 
would not he, I do not know what would he. This is not 
the first time of their captivity, and we have the record 
of a glorious liberation once already afforded them by a 
mighty prince, well worthy of England's following. 
** Now, in the first year of C3rrus, that the word of the 
Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the 
Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus, King of Persia, that 
he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and 
put in writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus, King of Per- 
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Bia, tbe Lord God of heaven bath given me all the king'*' 
donis of the earth, and hath charged me to build him a 
house at Jerusalem which is in Judah. Who is there 
among you of all his people ? His God be with him, and 
let him go up to Jerusalem which is in Judah, and build 
the house of the Lord God of Israel ; and ys^hosoever re- 
maineth in any place where he sojoumeth, let the men 
of his place help him with silver and with gold, with 
goods and with beasts, besides the free-will offering for 
the house of the Lord that is in Jerusalem. Then rose 
up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and 
the priests, and the Levites, with all whose spirit God 
had raised." 

Surely, if ever there was a glorious sight, it was when 
the chief of the fathers of Judah rose up and gathered 
the children of a long captivity together, to return to their 
own land ; when the men of the place where they had 
sojourned united, with one accord, at, the instance of 
their prince, to help them with gold, and silver, and 
goods, and beasts, adding, out of esteem to the people, 
and in veneration for their God, a free-will offering for 
his temple at Jerusalem. Need England blCtsh to be an 
instrument for the same purpose to which Cyrus was ap- 
pointed ? There was no jewel in the Persian diadem 
equal in glory to this act of his ; there is not on record 
so noble, so princely a doing as this, setting free from 
their bondage of seventy years a whole nation, and send- 
ing them to their home laden with the gifts of all the 
kingdoms of the earth. And, oh ! that England might 
be the means, in the hand of God, of again effecting the 
restoration of Israel. And why not ? It is most assured- 
ly in her power, sboidd God give her the desire to do 
it. It was a glorious thing in England to strike off the 
fetters from six hundred thousand slaves, and to set them 
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free at die co«t of twenty miliioDs. The price was but 
as dust compared to the purchase ; aad how would it be 
less glorious to give liberty to the thousands that are 
under despotism in Judea ? 

It was a glorious thing when, some years ago, Eng- 
land stretched her hand to the west, and, by tlie single 
act of ** recognition^^ raised nations to freedom, which 
for so many generations had been the victims of Spa- 
nish^ tyranny ; and would it be less glorious for her to 
turn to the east and raise up to freedom a holy land^ 
a hallowed people, a sacred city, which has for centum 
ries been the victim of Mahometan despotism ? It was'a 
glorious thing for England when, upon the field of Run* 
symede, she wl»n the charter of her liberties at the point 
of the sWord, though she had scarcely learning enough 
to record it with the pen ; and next to winning our own 
liberty, what is so glorious as ro win it for others ? But 
Palestine has the claim of relationship upon England ; 
she is at least our fqster-moiher. Where did we ac- 
quire the knowledge of the tme God ? who taught us 
•*our )iuman history 1 ■• When we were an in^t nation, 
who taught us *' to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with bur God 1" That ancient book which for a 
thousand yeaars had lain open on the lap of Judah. 

I cannot «peak now of all that we owe her ; of all 
that binds us to her ; of all that is mysteriouaand divine 
in her as the birth-place of Christ and his gospel. I 
speak only of her as having had hidden in her bosoai 
for so many ages " the Book of Life," the only know- 
ledge of the true God, ihe only source of true religion^ 
What is the learning of Greece and Rome ? what are 
the ethics, the morals, the philosophy of the ancient 
nations ? which seem to make us their debtor, compared 
with what we owe Jerusalem? What is the city of 
26 
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Romihm, m Dido, or Alexuidor oompared widi Zion, 
llie city of David, «f Sokweiiy a»d of Svmon the Just f 
Wkiii i» ihe temple of Janys, or Juno, or J«piter com* 
pared to the temple of the living God ? What is ilie 
palace of the Cseaara compared Wkk the pakco of the 
kmga of Jvdah ? or what are tlie tombs of the pools 
coaipared to the tombs ^tbe pMphflfts ? 

It is a i^orious tiling lor £iiglajid ^ bo die nMher aaml 
ihe mist9»esf0(rM<m9y but she can be neither lo Judafa. 
When England was a«i imfomied tlKvng, a tion^niity in 
^ i9K>mb of natioiid, Judea was living in her frido 
of beauty. She is too ancient to csUl Engbuid her 
"wiother f loo holy, too veneraMe, to cadi her " mn>- 
f ress ;" but sAve may call her '^ restorer.** Every stone 
in Jwusslem is sacred, and cries aloud for ddtvetanco 
from Madiomeian deseeratioq, afnd it woidd be ^lioos 
kft England to effect this. 

Tlie ft»ce of the «roi4d is covered with the raine df 
ancient nations, and it may be asked if England is (lo 
search among them for finLgmeffrs, 'om of which to to* 
moddl new <on«s ? I do not «a;y sh^ is, but when w« 
see the beauteons remnants of Judah, and call to mind 
all that she has been, her former favour wi^<jk>d, libs 
promises yet unfulfiiled concerning her, the 4MMved 
daims she ha« 'upon civilised £>orope, It reidly *8eems 
to be the Durr «^ England to ^and forth asherrestover. 

See how Jerusalem sits mooming in captrvity ; the 
imn fetters wreathed round her aged holy Itmbs, the 
scoopge laid deeply into het naked back, her garmefils 
lorn and *stained with Uood, bitter tears of agony ami 
repentance iiave been her food both night and day; for 
liiBar^a thousand years no word of pity has cheered her 
day of snflering ; she has ^heard no voice but aihat of 
tf ranny ; she is alone in her misery, ^raakon ^by those 
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^t ^YyiM bctfrtfiod ber^ and deftpised in he? afflknion 
by nadoiis in. pvcMaii^rily* Freedom in ar HMMBfi^nt^ qf 
anger shook Uate dual fvom ber garment upon her and 
fled. Tyranny «il«rpf d the vacant aeat. Beieaved of 
her children, robbed of her name, her rights trampled 
upon, her liberty destroyed ; surely if ever it were just 
to help the injured, to succour the afflicted,, to strike for 
the oppressed, to stand between the fallen and the foe, 
it .were just in England to rise up with power on behalf 
of Judea. 

And what a glorious thing it were to do this ! To 
break the iron rod of despotism that tyrants have so 
long held over this unhappy country ; to purchase from 
savage superstition the power of torturing its victims, 
and to give those vlctiins the precious balm of liberty, 
wherewith to heal their wounds ; to restore a wandering, 
but patriotic, people to their long-mourned capital and 
country ; to raise up the walls and bulwarks of that once 
noble city ; to see battlements and towers lifting their 
lofty heads ; palaces, monuments, and dwellings spread- 
ing hither and thither. It were indeed a glorious sight 
to see the banished reluming homeward ; sires and sons 
all hastening toward the city which they and their 
forefathers had wept for so long ; to see industry assume 
the place that cringing penury had so long kept ; to heai^ 
the hum of men happy in their occupations, where late 
was only desolation aiid indolence. 

It would have been a glprious thing to have heard 
the universal shout of the ten thousand Greeks^ when, 
returning homeward, they first looked down upon their 
own blue sea ; would it be a kss glorious thing to hear 
the cry that would burst from ten thousand Jews when 
they first beheld the shores of their own " Holy Land V 
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LETTER, £TC. 



At a future time I may take leave to urge this matter 
again upon your Lordships^ in another letter, and 

I have the honour to remain 
Your Lordehips' most obedient, humble senrant, 

THOMAS POWELL, 

Curate of Tintem. 
Tinienh Monmouihshire. 
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GENTILES PRAYING FOR THE JEWS^. 

1 . Father of faithfiil Abra'ni) hear 

Our earnest suit for Abra'm's seed ; 
Justljy' tiiey claim the softest prayer 
From us, adopted in their steady 
Who mercy through their fall obtaiiiy 
And dhrisi by theit rejection gain. 

2. Outcast firom ibee^aad scatter'd wide- 

Through every nation under heaven, 
Bksphemibg whom they crucified^ 

Unsaved, unpity*d, unforgiven: 
Branded like Cain, they bear their load, 
Abhorr'd of men, and cursed of God. 

3. But hast thou finally forsook, 

For ever cast thine own away ? 
TVilt thou not bid the murderers look 

Oa him they pierced, and weep and pray ? 
Yes, gracious Lord, thy word is past ; 
All Israel shall be saved at last.. 

4. Come, then, thou great Deliverer, come,. 

The veil from Jacob's heart remove ;. 
Receive thy ancient people home,. 

That, quicken'd by thy dying love. 
The world may their reception view,. 
And shout to God the glory due.. 
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THE INCtREASE OF THE CHURCH PROMISED AND 
PLEADED. 

1. Father, is not tby promise pledged 

To tbioe exalted Son, 
That through the nations of the earth 
Thy word of liffr shall ran ? 

2. < AsIl, and I give the heathea lands 

For thine inheritance, 
And to the world's remotest shores 
Thine empire shall advance/ 

3. Hast thou not said the blinded Jews 

Shall their Redeemer own ; 
While Gentiles to his standard crowd, 
And bow before his throne ? 

4. From east to west, from iwrth to south. 

Then be his name adored ! 
Europe, with all thy millions, shout 
Hosannas to thy Lord ! 

5. Asia and Africa, resound 

From shore to shore his fame ; 
And thou, America, in songs 
Redeeniing love proclaim I 
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